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Centre
announces
Gopal Ratna
awards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Aravind Yashavant Patil, a
farmer from Kolhapur,
Maharashtra, won this
year’s National Gopal Rat-
na Awards (NGRA), consti-
tuted by the Union Animal
Husbandry Ministry, for
best dairy farmer rearing
indigenous cattle/buffalo
breeds.

Meenangadi Ksheerol-
padaka Sahakarana Sang-
ham Ltd, Wayanad, Kerala,
won the award for best in
the category of Dairy
Cooperative society/ Milk
Producer company/ Dairy
Farmer producer organisa-
tion.

For the North Eastern
and Himalayan regions, Vi-
jay Lata, from Hamirpur,
Himachal Pradesh, is the
best farmer, and Kulha Du-
ud Udpadhak Sahkari Sam-
iti, Udham Singh Nagar, Ut-
tarakhand, is the best
cooperative society.

Various awards in the
dairy sector will be pre-
sented on November 26, as
part of the National Milk
Day celebrations.

The Centre received
2,081 applications from
farmers and cooperatives
for this year’s NGRA.

Centre announces Gopal Ratna awards

&% A MUTd I REBRI BT N0 Y

e Aravind Yashavant Patil, a farmer from Kolhapur,
Maharashtra, won this year's National Gopal Ratha Awards (NGRA),
constituted by the Union Animal Husbandry Ministry, for best dairy farmer
rearing indigenous cattle/bue alo breeds.
3Rfdg gxrdd uifes, , HERTY & U [, Bl 59 I8 & ITHT TuTed
Td REPR (NGRA) T JuifAd faran man, o Sl AT GRT
YT foa a1 &, TaeRi TR el B ure i 9aus Sast e & ol

o Meenangadi Ksheerolpadaka Sahakarana Sangham Ltd,
Wayanad, Kerala, won the award for best in the category of Dairy
Cooperative society/ Milk Producer company/ Dairy Farmer producer
organisation.

HHTS ek Seerun uH fafics, T, dvd, A 33 WedRt
ﬁ/gﬂﬁﬁﬁ/mmﬂmw Juft & GdIN TRHR
I

e Forthe North Eastern and Himalayan regions, Vijay Lata,
from Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh, is the best farmer, and Kulha Duud
Udpadhak Sahkari Samiti, Udham Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand, is the best
cooperative society.

3 fewmerdt &=t 3 for, fasra aan, iRz, fRaraa vexr 4 wday
fg §, 3R Tegl gY SUTGH AgdN Afifd, Hud Rig TR, SWREs,
Iy TEHR! WA 3

e Various awards in the dairy sector will be presented on
November 26, as part of the National Milk Day celebrations.
ST & 7 faftrd REPR 26 TR 1 WP Y feaw TARIE & fowd & wu A
UG fou SIE |

e The Centre received 2,081 applications from farmers and
cooperatives for this year's NGRA.

29 99 % NGRA & oIt g &1 foraml 3iR TedR! aftifad ¥ 2,081 3frde-T U gUl
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Gurpreet wins
silver; Indians

finish third
RESI——

SHOOTING

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Olympian Gurpreet Singh
won the silver in the 25m
centre fire pistol, losing out
on gold on fewer inner 10s
to Ukraine’s Pavlo Korosty-
lov on the final day of com-
petition at the ISSF World
Championships in Cairo.
Yann Pierre Louis Fridrici
of France won bronze.

Gurpreet shot a total of
584-18x in the precision
and rapid stages but Koros-
tylov’s 29 inner 10°s and a
perfect score of 100 in the
final rapid round helped
him edge ahead. After the
precision stage, Gurpreet,
who was ninth, fought
back on Monday with a
score of 296 in rapid. In
contrast, Harpreet Singh,
second at the end of day
one, could only manage
286-6x in rapid to finish
ninth. Sahil Choudhary fin-
ished 28th with the trio to-
gether placing fifth as a
team.

India ended third in the
competition with 13 me-
dals including three gold,
six silver and four bronze.
China finished on top with
21 medals including 12
gold. South Korea is placed
second with 14 medals.

Gurpreet wins silver; Indians finish third

TRYTE 7 SftaT ord; YR TR R-_IF R I8

e Olympian Gurpreet Singh won the silver in the 25m centre
fire pistol, losing out on gold on fewer inner 10s to Ukraine’s Pavlo
Korostylov on the final day of competition at the ISSF World
Championships in Cairo.

S Rl Rig 3 25 Hlev dev wrav e It SiidT, 3R SidRe® 10s
HH §H & HRUT Gebd o ITaal PRICISAIG I WUl I Y| Tg GHIaaT
FifesT # ISSF fay A=y & sifqw i gam

e Yann Pierre Louis Fridrici of France won bronze.

Wi & a1 fUa g3 firs it 3 wiwg Sitan

e Gurpreet shot a total of 584-18x in the precision and rapid
stages but Korostylov’s 29 inner 10s and a perfect score of 100 in the final
rapid round helped him edge ahead.

TR A TR SiR XS TRl & $d 584-18x T WHR fohd, dfded
DHRICIIA & 29 TdARD 10s 3R 3Hfaq MU IS T 100 & Rbac WR A
I 3 S

o After the precision stage, Gurpreet, who was ninth, fought
back on Monday with a score of 296 in rapid succession.
mam%aﬁﬁwmﬁmﬁ%hwﬁ%ﬁgﬁzge PIWDHR IR

I

¢ In contrast, Harpreet Singh, second at the end of day one,
could only manage 286-6x in rapid succession to finish ninth.
4% fauia, Ugd 7 & ofd H ¥R RM W IR gl Rig YIS & dad 286-
6x P UTT 3R A1 RIF R B

¢ Sahil Choudhary finished 28th with the trio together placing
fifth as a team.

Tifgd e 289 W W @ 3R &4 A e 9 & U & uiar ==
RIREAERI

¢ India ended third in the competition with 13 medals including
three gold, six silver and four bronze.

YR = U & 13 ugw (o &= wavl, 58 vora ok IR &iw i §)

iR o ERT RIT U1 foba|
e China finished on top with 21 medals including 12 gold.
A 7 21 ugw! (o 12 wauf enfie €) & ry =i =i gifde fan

e South Korea is placed second with 14 medals.

ST&I0T PINAT 14 UGPI & AU gAY RIH W IFT
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 18 November 2025
History

1. | Remembering Batukeshwar Dutt, the forgotten comrade of Bhagat Singh
YT iz & YQ-fI ardft agasR <7 3 a1 Fd g
Society

2. | 45 Indian pilgrims killed in Saudi mishap
T&Hal gHeT # 45 YR didursh ar e

3.
The trajectory of anti-rape laws in India
YR § TET ST BI WA

| History 18/11/2025

Anniversary of revolution

Breaching the iron curtain: People participate in an event marking the 36th anniversary of the 1989 Velvet Revolution that toppled the
Communist government in then Czechoslovakia, in Prague, Czech Republic, on Monday. REUTERS

Breaching the iron curtain: People participate in an event marking the 36th anniversary of the 1989
Velvet Revolution that toppledthe Communist government in then Czechoslovakia, in Prague, Czech
Republic,
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Remembering Batukeshwar Dutt, the
forgotten comrade of Bhagat Singh

Celebrated briefly for his role in the Delhi Assembly bombing, Batukeshwar Dutt, who was born on November 18, 1910, spent much of his life in

obscurity, neglected by the nation he helped liberate. His story is one of courage, sacrifice, and erasure

Chaman Lal

n April 8, 1929, the Hindustan

Times in Delhi rushed out a

special evening edition, while

The Statesman in Calcutta
cabled its story to London to evade
colonial censorship. That afternoon, two
young men had thrown harmless bombs
into the Central Assembly Hall, now
Parliament, raising slogans of Inquilab
Zindabad (Long Live the Revolution) and
Samrajyavad ka Nash Ho (Down with
Imperialism). They scattered red
pampbhlets titled “To Make the Deaf Hear".

" Reporters caught the words, and

newspapers across India and abroad
carried dramatic headlines. One
international paper proclaimed: “Reds
Storm the Assembly!”

The two young men were Bhagat Singh
and Batukeshwar Dutt. Both were
arrested, tried, and convicted. While
Bhagat Singh went on to become one of
the most iconic figures of the Indian
freedom struggle, his comrade Dutt
gradually faded from public memory,
remembered only occasionally, and rarely
honoured with the dignity he deserved.

A revolutionary’s journey
Batukeshwar Dutt was born on November
18, 1910, in the Burdwan district of
Bengal. Convicted in the Delhi Assembly
Bomb Case on June 12, 1929, he spent nine
years in prisons across India — Multan,
Jhelum, Trichinopoly, Salem, and even
the Andamans. In each jail he resorted to
hunger strikes, twice fasting for over a
month, demanding humane treatment for
political prisoners.

‘When Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev were executed in Lahore on
March 23, 1931, Dutt was languishing in
the Salem jail. That night he dreamt of
Singh in chains, a vision that haunted
him. Released in 1938, Dutt was

rearrested during the Quit India
movement of 1942 and spent another four
years in jail.

After his release, he married Anjali, a
school teacher, and settled in Patna with
their daughter Bharti, who later became a
Professor of Economics at Patna College.
But life after independence offered little
stability. The Bihar government allotted
him a coal depot, but it proved financially
unviable. President Rajendra Prasad
intervened, urging the State to extend due
consideration to him. The gesture
resulted only in a token nomination to the
Bihar Legislative Council - for the
remainder of an existing member’s
six-month term.

Despite such neglect, Dutt remained
respected by many political leaders. His
health, however, declined in the
mid-1960s. Afflicted with bone cancer, he
was admitted to AIIMS, New Delhi, where
he endured eight months of suffering.
Leading orthopaedist Dr. Vig told his
comrades that treatment could only
ensure a “painless death”. Plans to send
him abroad were abandoned after the
Indian High Commission in London
reported that Delhi offered care equal to
Europe’s. Dutt passed away on July 20,
1965. Honouring his last wish, he was
cremated at Hussainiwala in Punjab,
alongside Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev. The site, which remained in
Pakistan until 1965, had only recently
come under Indian control for the
construction of a memorial to the
martyrs.

Neglect and recognition

For a brief moment after his death, the
nation honoured Dutt. His funeral
procession was massive, attended by the
President, Prime Minister, central
ministers, the Lok Sabha Speaker, and the
Punjab Chief Minister. The funeral drew
vast numbers of people along the streets.

Yet today, few remember that the farewell
accorded to him rivalled those of the most
revered leaders of his time.

Ironically, the Parliament building
where he and Bhagat Singh had staged
their act of defiance still does not display
their portraits. In contrast, the portrait of
V. D. Savarkar, once an accused in
Gandbhi’s assassination case (though later
acquitted), hangs prominently opposite
Gandhi’s. In 2014, MPs including
Dharamvira Gandhi and Sitaram Yechury
protested this omission, but the demand
to include Bhagat Singh — and by
extension Dutt — was ignored.

The story of this neglect was first
documented by Chaman Lal Azad, a
fellow revolutionary who later became a
journalist. While caring for Dutt at AIIMS,
Chaman Lal Azad wrote a series of articles
in the Urdu daily Pratap. These were later
compiled as Bhagat Singh aur Dutt ki
Amar Kahani (1966), one of the most
authentic, if scattered, accounts of the
revolutionary movement. The book
contains Bhagat Singh’s letters, court
statements, and postcards — some
published for the first time - along with
Gandhi’s letter to Dutt and rare
photographs of him with Nehru and
Indira Gandhi in 1963.

The book also records Dutt’s
conversations about fellow
revolutionaries. In it, he spoke of Hari
Kishan Talwar, who was hanged in 1931
for shooting Punjab’s Lieutenant
Governor, and of his comrade Ehsan Ilahi,
who migrated to Pakistan, became a
musician, and died penniless despite
Chaman Lal Azad’s attempts to help him.
Dutt also disapproved of films made on
Bhagat Singh in the 1950s, which he and
other comrades protested against. Only
Manoj Kumar’s Shaheed in 1965 won their
approval, with the actor personally
consulting Dutt.

Equally touching are accounts of his

bond with Bhagat Singh’s family. Mata
Vidyawati, Bhagat Singh’s mother, spent
long periods with Dutt in his final days.
She even sold a Hindi epic poem on
Bhagat Singh, gifted to her by poet Sri
Krishan Saral, to raise funds for Dutt’s
treatment. Revolutionary comrades such
as Shiv Verma, Sadashiv Malkapurkar, and
Jatin Das’s brother Kiran Das remained
constantly by his side. Leaders including
Home Minister Gulzari Lal Nanda,
Defence Minister Y. B. Chavan, Jagjivan
Ram, Swaran Singh, and Dr. Sushila
Nayyar also visited him in hospital,
though such respect was rarely extended
while he was alive and struggling.

Ode to the forgotten soldier
Chaman Lal Azad used his book to
underline Bhagat Singh’s intellectual
legacy - his ability to rise above religion
and envision socialism as the foundation
of India’s future. Dutt himself remarked
that Singh was far-sighted, always with a
book in hand, reading wherever he went.

Despite having a shared vision of
India’s future, history has not treated Dutt
kindly. He remains absent from
memorials, textbooks, and the national
consciousness. While newer works such
as Justice Anil Verma’s Bhagat Singh ke
Sahyogi: Batukeshwar Dutt and Bhairav
Lal Das’s Viplvi Batukeshwar Dutt (both
post-2007) have attempted to reclaim his
place, Chaman Lal Azad’s earlier book,
rich with first-hand memories, is nearly
lost. Its Hindi translation, commissioned
years ago by the Government’s
Publications Division, still lies
unpublished due to copyright hurdles.

Dutt’s life illustrates how
revolutionaries in India are often
remembered only in passing.

Chaman Lal is a professor (retired) and
a former chairperson of the Centre of
Indian Languages at Jawaharlal Nehru
University.

Remembering Batukeshwar Dutt, the forgotten comrade of Bhagat Singh

Td Ris F Y- areft 9gdH 4R o $ g Fd gU

e On April 8, 1929, the Hindustan Times in Delhi rushed out a special evening edition, while
The Statesman in Calcutta cabled its story to London to evade coIoniaI censorship. 8

1929 & fawett & fEgear ersw

3 SR YRR A T3 B 1Y o R deT P e B

e That aftemoon, two young men had thrown harmless bombs into the Central Assembly Hall,
now Parliament, raising slogans of Inquilab Zindabad (Long Live the Revolution) and

Samrajyavad ka Nash Ho (Down with Imperialism). waﬁwﬁgaa%ﬁﬁgﬁ e@aﬁ’tm

(319 T¥¢) H THUFRied 99 Bdh 3R SHaTd figralg a1 HrHTSudre $T A1=I 81 & TR T
e They scattered red pamphlets titled ‘To Make the Deaf Hear'.

REGERIGRCE

@Y T b AT ‘To Make the Deaf Hear'|

3 TR =M 1 T AT, Jafh dawdl & ¢ Weaad

o Reporters caught the words, and newspapers across India and abroad carried dramatic

headlines. I

o dTGermst 3 Teg A 3R YR T fI & THER-

A 7 ATestg Rt s

e One international paper proclaimed: “Reds Storm

the Assembly!”
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T SRR SESR A U0 B IGH A S aell W Yrar srem”
The two young men were Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt. CEARIl gddh HITd Rig 3R
TEHR 3 A
Both were arrested, tried, and convicted. G @I TRUIR fosar T, Heb HT 1T 1T 3R e
IAIRIRICIN

While Bhagat Singh went on to become one of the most iconic figures of the Indian freedom
struggle, his comrade Dutt gradually faded from public memory, remembered only

occasionally, and rarely honoured with the dignity he deserved. Safe Wit fig URda
WAAdT S & G Taf¥d e’ # | T s MY, I el &t ofR-efR sfa @ o 81 7,
H-FHUR &€ T1e T MU 3R e & F 3 Sfa T fiya

A revolutionary’s journey

TS HifdpRL & T

Batukeshwar Dutt was born on November 18, 1910, in the Burdwan district of Bengal.
TEPHYR & BT OFH 18 TIER 1910 ! S & gea= forad & garm |

Convicted in the Delhi Assembly Bomb Case on June 12, 1929, he spent nine years in
prisons across India — Multan, Jhelum, Trichinopoly, Salem and even the Andamans.

T 7 Bis T 12 S 1929 1 A eI O F TG ITH HRA 1R Ft ot —
o, grad, AR, Saw ok sigaE 76 — # =t ad faam|
In each jail he resorted to hunger strikes, twice fasting for over a month, demanding humane
treatment for political prisoners. 8% ENE 3_-@%[ HY godld P, SR Th HeH 9 3if¥ew Iuary
foa, I ifae Biedl & faw TFdg FragR &1 Or 3|
When Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev were executed in Lahore on March 23, 1931,
Dutt was languishing in the Salem jail. 5I& T g, R RICY ﬁ@%ﬁ' ®I 23 ATd 1931 ﬁ
AR H B & TS, 79 gadad o | 3
That night he dreamt of Singh in chains, a vision that haunted him. Bﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ
ISR H ST, 98 T 35 SIa-1HR FdTdl B
Released in 1938, Dutt was rearrested during the Quit India movement of 1942 and
spent another four years in jail. 1938 ARGIEH $ dIc 1942 & W@@ﬁ 3figiaq 7 3=
iy FARUAR fasan T ofR IR 9y iR Siet & foama|
After his release, he married Anjali, a school teacher, and settled in Patna with their daughter
Bharti, who later became a Professor of Economics at Patna College.

T RT3y O faare a1 3k T & 5 7, Wéﬁmmﬁmmﬁmﬁ

ST Bt WHER 51|

qE;_;Tt life after independence offered little stability. Tlfds1 Wd=al o aIg Siiad H fRRdT 9gd HH
I

The Bihar government allotted him a coal depot, but it proved financially unviable. ﬁ?‘l’\'

WEHR A 3% Hiaal f&ur simdfed faman, R a5 e Fu & saasrd 751 67!

President Rajendra Prasad intervened, urging the State to extend due consideration to him.

APl IeiE TG A gAY a1 3R I U S Ifd G & BT Mg fahan

The gesture resulted only in a token nomination to the Bihar Leglslatlve Council — for the

remainder of an existing member’s six-month term. SIHT Wﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁwiﬁ

TH YHBTAHS AHIH AT — Bl el I & U B8 g & HRIGIA & (o

Despite such neglect, Dutt remained respected by many political leaders. 3?1‘?[3&&‘”37

SIEoG & Pl b TSTlice A3l T JHM UK 38T |

His health, however, declined in the mid-1960s. BTalTd 1960 & He | W@Eﬂﬁ"@e{a‘ﬂl

Afflicted with bone cancer, he was admitted to AIIMS, New Delhi, where he endured eight

months of suffering. @%W@@%ﬁﬁWﬁAIIMS H’%ﬁ'@ﬁf{ 'J-I?ffﬁv_qTTR?ITGI'E!T

3I5i TS HEH AP B gl
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e Leading orthopaedist Dr. Vig told his comrades that treatment could only ensure a “painless
death”. 3MUffEe S, faw = 37 Wil &I adrn i 3aret Frad “gerfed Yo gt
PR Pl g

e Plans to send him abroad were abandoned after the Indian High Commission in London
reported that Delhi offered care equal to Europe’s. fae=r vom &t ’CﬁTsHTQ EEG PR Tl'se old
Wed & YR IERRT A 9ar & faeedt & gRiu Rt 8 Save Suasy 51

o Dutt passed away on July 20, 1965. & &1 e[ 20 EI,?I'I".{ 1965 EI?ATEG-ITI

e Honouring his last wish, he was cremated at Hussainiwala in Punjab alon93|de Bhagat
Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev. 37! 3{fdH ST &1 M HRd §U 3P GIB-UWHR GoITd &
ga-iarar 4 wrd g, IS SR g@ea & ar fasan T

e The site, which remained in Pakistan until 1965, had only recently come under Indian control
for the construction of a memorial to the martyrs. dg R 1965 dd qifpwarT & 47 3R TRial
F Ffd d TRS T & fog spf-sndft yra & o o smam

Neglect and recognition

SU&T 3R TFIT
«  For a brief moment after his death, the nation honoured Dutt. 37! J & dTc U &ff0rh Ty
& forg <=1 A o=t 1w fea

e His funeral procession was massive, attended by the President, Prime Minister, central
ministers, the Lok Sabha Speaker, and the Punjab Chief Minister. 3-cpI 3ffaw B R NSRS

fame T, ﬁﬂﬁ?rgtrﬁr WUTTHT, ot T, T QT Seded 3R UsiTd & gt 2nfid
gul
e The funeral drew vast numbers of people along the streets. ?IET:I?[ R @R BT U 'l-ﬁ_s’ Brlé I
e Yettoday, few remember that the farewell accorded to him rivalled those of the most revered

leaders of his time. 3Tl Igd HH TRT TG PR § [P I 4l Ts [9aTs IU THY B Ja T
Jarsit ® faars & SRR |

e lronically, the Parliament building where he and Bhagat Singh had staged their act of
defiance still does not display thelr portraits. fau ¥U I, UG YA GIB\TJBT&% 3R W
Rig A T &1 el fasan T, gt ot off Sat ek 78T il &

e In contrast, the portrait of V. D. Savarkar, once an accused in Gandhi’'s assassination case
(though later acquitted), hangs prominently opposite Gandhi’s. % famia dt. Y. Jravex
DI TR, S Bt Mt g A | SR A (gTaife s # ¥ g1 ), Mt & i wreA
yadr 4 @il gl

e |n 2014, MPs including Dharamvira Gandhi and Sitaram Yechury protested this omission,
but the demand to include Bhagat Singh — and by extension Dutt — was ignored. 2014 |

JHdR Mt SR Frarm agd I Tie! A 59 Iuen & Raas Rty faman, dfe wra Rig
3R 3 RE W B! WM B Bt AT YA IR & T |

e The story of this neglect was first documented by Chaman Lal Azad, a fellow revolutionary
who later became a journalist. S8 Jue & W’Fﬁ T UE?I Irft wifdeRT T8 e 3ATeiTq 3
3o 1, Sl 91 H UADR o1 |

e  While caring for Dutt at AIIMS, Chaman Lal Azad wrote a series of articles in the Urdu daily
%%%ap. AlIMS B &9 $1 THHTA HRd U TH AT SATSIG A I, o WaTd & A db1 3Raar

I

e These were later compiled as Bhagat Singh aur Dutt ki Amar Kahani (1966), one of the

most authentic, if scattered, accounts of the revolutionary movement. ﬁraﬂaﬁ 'J-I"'I?lﬁl?

aﬂaﬂmmmgse)%wﬁﬂmﬁ@ St HifdBRT 3G & Jad UTHI0®, Y &t
foedt g2, RuT A dua

e The book contains Bhagat Singh’s letters, court statements, and postcards — some
published for the first time — along with Gandhi’s letter to Dutt and rare photographs of him
with Nehru and Indira Gandhi in 1963. J%® 8 YTd g & U, Saadt 59, URedTe —
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F Ugdll SR USRI — e &1 ga 3 foren vt ok 1963 T Ages au gfewr midh & wmy
Wgﬁuwﬂ%%
The book also records Dutt’s conversations about fellow revolutionaries. YIdd o gd & gt
iRl TR STadid o gt 3|

In it, he spoke of Hari Kishan Talwar, who was hanged in 1931 for shooting Punjab’s
Lieutenant Governor, and of his comrade Ehsan llahi, who migrated to Pakistan, t?ecar_ne a
musician, and died penniless despite Chaman Lal Azad’s attempts to help him. Eﬂf{

g fr=r aaar &1 S fasar ot 1931 § Ueie & dfte-ie ek W Tl 9am & forg wikht
TR e, 3R 30 Ireft TgHT AT} &1, S UTfeh=ar 9l T, TaepR s 3R TH 1
JTATE 1 UGG & TNl & Saelg e W

Dutt also disapproved of films made on Bhagat Singh in the 1950s, which he and other
comrades protested against. ¢ 31950 & E{-‘I@ﬁ ‘l-ITIF[ﬁI'b' R 341 fbet o1 ot faRiy fomar
o, T faes I SR 3= F1fdt = va=i foba

Only Manoj Kumar’s Shaheed in 1965 won their approval, with the actor personally
consulting Dutt. Had AT PHAR D! TEIG (1965) DI DT Wﬁ foreht, o siftear = wd
& o IR fosa ol

Equally touching are accounts of his bond with Bhagat Singh’s family. 3l ya Ris &
IRAR & YIS sed Hf 31 8 At B

Mata Vidyawati, Bhagat Singh’s mother, spent long periods with Dutt in his final days. HITd
Rig &1 A1 wrar faemadt 34 sifad &A1 & e 999 a5 & & 1Y 31

She even sold a Hindi epic poem on Bhagat Singh, glfted to her by poet Sri Krishan Saral,
to raise funds for Dutt's treatment. 376I- G o SaTSl b fo1T Y W %T;L oid it P Il
ER1 He 31 718 WiTa Rig R S Te1dbren widar ao a4 <l

Revolutionary comrades such as Shiv Verma, Sadashiv Malkapurkar, and Jatin Das’s
brother Kiran Das remained constantly by his side. wifdeR! Tl S e ?:mf HE.'T&IH
TAPTRSR 3R S T & HTS P07 R 3% 1Y FRER 9 R |

Leaders including Home Minister Gulzari Lal Nanda, Defence Minister Y. B. Chavan,
Jagjivan Ram, Swaran Singh, and Dr. Sushila Nayyar also visited him in hospital, though

such respect was rarely extended while he was alive and struggling. I[e At '{I,?I\_rmﬁ dard
a1, 3ed1 T ars. . TeeTur, SETSita W, ¥auf Rig ud ST gRier AR S A o sRudra
o I e, gTetifeb it it o o& f3A1 7 dur 9w 2mag gt e

Ode to the forgotten soldier

Yo g¢ A e o gaftfa

Chaman Lal Azad used his book to underline Bhagat Singh'’s intellectual legacy — his

ability to rise above religion and envision socialism as the foundation of India’s future. IH

AT SHTSAE - U g § WiTd Rig &t Sfs s favra &1 3aifed fiar — o § SR Ia4

3R THISIAIG BT URd & HITS B =g AFA BT 3! &l

Dutt himself remarked that Singh was far-sighted, always with a book in hand, reading

Qv%r;ﬁergver he went. & - T8 ®eT UT fob iz Ra=l 9, gH=M g1y & fovare forg, St off od ugd
I

Despite having a shared vision of India’s future, history has not treated Dutt kindly. HRd &

Yiqsy o1 A =P 8 & Sas[g Sidg™ A & & 1Y AT To! SRl

He remams absent from memorials, textbooks, and the national consciousness. %ﬂmﬁ

3R T T F IR B

While newer works such as Justice Anil Verma’s Bhagat Singh ke Sahyogi: Batukeshwar
Dutt and Bhairav Lal Das’s Viplvi Batukeshwar Dutt (both post-2007) have attempted to
reclaim his place, Chaman Lal Azad’s earlier book, rich with first-hand memories, is nearly

lost. Td-TH G oI =rafef srfee auf o) wra Rig ¥ Gganhl: sgdHaR ad ok W9 ard
T &1 fawrdt agh R o9 (G 2007 & TG DI 3 RIF BT T: RIMUT B B IR B
WE, ww&wﬁﬁ@wmmmﬁmwww@ﬁ%
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¢ Its Hindi translation, commissioned years ago by the Government’s Publications Division,
still lies unpublished due to copyright hurdles. TRBR &1 YHTI fAHIT gRT I8 Ugd HHH
DI TS 3! g SraTe BIdRge aremsft & HRu 3t a SHIRIT 71

o Dutt’s life illustrates how revolutionaries in India are often remembered only in passing. Gl

1 offa i 8 fs YR B wifaem iRl &I 3R dad oRd gU I1e fosar ST g |

| Society [ 18/11/2025 |

45 Indian pilgrims killed in Saudi mishap

Collision sparked a massive fire that killed The bus had stopped on the roadside when

it was hit; Saudi officials are investigating

State govt. to send a delegation headed
by Minister Azharuddin to Saudi Arabia

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI

orty-five  pilgrims
F from  Telangana

were killed after an
oil tanker collided with
their bus about 40 km
from Medina in Saudi Ara-
bia in the early hours of
Monday.

The collision sparked a
massive fire that spread
quickly through the bus,
killing the passengers,
authorities said. Among
the victims were 20 wo-
men and 11 children.

The bus had stopped by
the roadside when the oil
tanker crashed into it, re-
sulting in the explosion.
Saudi authorities were in-
vestigating the circum-
stances leading to the inci-
dent, official sources said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi conveyed his
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims and said
Indian officials were in

the passengers hailing from Telangana
esasc

Painful

Minister

a person who died in the accident. . RAMAKRISHNA

“close contact with Saudi
Arabian authorities”. Mor-
tal remains of the deceased
were transferred to three
hospitals in Medina — King
Fahad, King Salman and Al

Miqat. “After the mortal re-
mains are identified, fami-
lies will have the option for
repatriation to India or lo-
cal burial at the Jannatul
Bagi cemetery in Medina

in comforting a grieving family member of

as per local customs,” said
a source familiar with the
official exchanges between
Indian and Saudi authori-
ties.

Forty-six members of a

45 Indian pilgrims killed in Saudi mishap

T&Hat goedT # 45 YR didar ar 1u

Collision sparked a massive ° re that killed the passengers hailing from Telangana

TIHY A TH 0T 3T HSHT < oI AT & A1) Dt o o @l

The bus had stopped on the roadside when it was hit; Saudi olcials are
investigating

Hyderabad family
loses 18 members
in the accident

HYDERABAD

As many as 18 members of the
same family, including several
children, who were on the
Umrah pilgrimage in Saudi
Arabia, were killed in the road
accident, according to relatives
and government officials. The
same fate also befell five
members of another family. In
the first instance, the deceased
were residents of Ramnagar in
Musheerabad and from the
same house. In the second, the
victims were a man, his wife,
his mother, and the couple’s
two children. » PAGE 3

group of 54 people, who
had left Hyderabad for
their pilgrimage on No-
vember 9, were on the bus,
Tafseer Iqubal, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Law

and Order), Hyderabad,
said during a press confe-
rence. All except one per-
son perished in the blaze
reported around 1.30 a.m.
IST on Monday, he added.

However, another offi-
cial said, “We are still wait-
ing for an official list from
Saudi Arabia to confirm
the figures.”

24x7 Control Room
Officials from the Consu-
late General of India in Jed-
dah have met the lone sur-
vivor and are coordinating
with hospitals to ensure
medical treatment.

“Of the 54, four had al-
ready left for Medina after
completing Umrah in Mec-
ca in private vehicles. Four
others decided to stay back
in Mecca. The remaining
46 began their journey on
Sunday night,” the official
said. The bus driver and
his assistant, believed to be
locals, also died in the acci-
dent.

The police have collect-
ed the full list of passen-
gers and their details from
the travel companies in-
volved, allowing officials to
coordinate with families.
The Consulate General of
India in Jeddah has setup a
24x7 Control Room to sup-
port the families of victims.
The Helpline numbers are:
8002440003 (toll free),
0122614093, 0126614276
and +966556122301 (What-

D).

The Telangana govern-
ment announced an ex gra-
tia of ¥5 lakh for the family
of each of the deceased.
The decision was taken ata
Cabinet meeting held at
the Secretariat on Monday.

The Cabinet also decid-
ed to send an official team
to Saudi Arabia, led by Mi-
nority Welfare Minister
Mohammed Azharuddin.
Two family members of
each victim will also be
able to travel to the acci-
dent site.

T GS® R 3! g3 ot Td I TR AR TTS; dhel ARIBRY S HR | &
State govt. to send a delegation headed by Minister Azharuddin to Saudi Arabia
Forty-+ five pilgrims from Telangana were killed after an oil tanker collided with their
bus about 40 km from Medina in Saudi Arabia in the early hours of Monday.

S THR FH AT & Aded

Elecy
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AR &1 Y8 T$Ha! 3RT & AT ¥ B9 40 fll R T H1gd Sam & 99 4 T
& q1E AT & arel diefash AR Tl

The collision sparked a massive - fire that spread quickly through the bus, killing the
passengers, authorities said.

G BT b caar F 17wur T oh S dolt @ 59 # a7 3R T Bt /g
|

Among the victims were 20 women and 11 children.

dw! § 20 AT 3R 11 9= AT A

The bus had stopped by the roadside when the oil tanker crashed into it, resulting in
the explosion.

I GS® R T! g3 At 9T 3ifad S I T, oy fawwie gl

Saudi authorities were investigating the circumstances leading to the incident, o+ cial
sources said.

MRS G A F8T b Tt HABRY T & gIefd b &g PR IR ] |

Prime Minister Narendra Modi conveyed his condolences to the families of the
victims and said Indian officials were in “close contact with Saudi Arabian authorities”.

gYHHA g A A difsd uRart & ufd Yder sued & iR wel i YR ifiaR)
THe! HRBING! & A afg T & 5
Mortal remains of the deceased were transferred to three hospitals in Medina —
King Fahad, King Salman and Al Migat.
qdo! & UITda AT AT & o SRUATa— b1 Hge, [T adH SR 31at Hidwid—
ERE K
“After the mortal remains are identified, families will have the option for repatriation to
India or local burial at the Jannatul Baqi cemetery in Medina as per local customs,”
said a source familiar with the oral exchanges between Indian and Saudi authorities.
Ui SR B! UgTH & §lg, URARI o U YRd A I RIFHIG TROR1SHT o AR
AT H TAGE 9! BISRAT H B &1 fadhed g, YR 3R T3hal e
& JABHIRG Hale ¥ s TP Y 3 Ha]|
A group of 54 people, who had left Hyderabad for their pilgrimage on November 9,
were on the bus, Tafseer Iqubal, Joint Commissioner of Police (Law and Order),
Hyderabad, said during a press conference.
O HHY B §er1EIE & Yo Sad e (B R TaRT) THUR SHaTA 3 Hal
f& 9 IR P! geRTEIE ¥ drfarn & forg Ravat 54 AT o1 T &9 & Tl
All except one person perished in the blaze reported around 1.30 a.m. IST on
Monday, he added.
Sﬁgmﬁvwmﬁamo T (IST) T ST T T Dl Blear IHt &1 9]
|

However, another oficial said, “We are still waiting for an official list from Saudi Arabia
to confirm the « gures.”
BTeliep, Ueh 31T SMUBRY 7 e, “gH 31t off siicws! 31 gfY & Ry Il eRa J
3RS it 1 SaIR IR ] I”
24x7 Control Room
24x7 fra=or e
Officials from the Consulate General of India in Jeddah have met the lone survivor
and are coordinating with hospitals to ensure medical treatment.
SiEl U YR AETaNuSd gatar & IRl § THHE sifad §d Afdd o AT
1 3R fafdre STaR AT A & T sruaral & A1y T8 o 33 6
“Of the 54, four had already left for Medina after completing Umrah in Mecca in
private vehicles. Four others decided to stay back in Mecca. The remaining 46 began
their journey on Sunday night,” the oficial said.

A g, “54 H ¥ TR FSf agl Y SHRIE I P o 1S Ugdl &1 HalAT Sl gob
A1 IR 3 7 HahT § Fh DT HIa T S1ebt 46 7 AR I 370 T Y& BT

The bus driver and his assistant, believed to be locals, also died in the accident.

R O 71 38 99 1A 3R 3P Jge & H gdea1 & did g1 15|
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e The police have collected the full list of passengers and their details from the travel
companies involved, allowing officials to coordinate with families.
gRrg 3 Teid Saa Ul @ ayat a8 o Tt OR R T fory, R et
31 URIRY & YUd A 1 Heg el

e The Consulate General of India in Jeddah has set up a 24x7 Control Room to
support the families of victims.
SiEl T YR ARTaIUSy gdar - ifsdl & URaRI &1 Fgridl & forg 24x7 o
Fel W e g

e The Helpline numbers are: 8002440003 (toll free), 0122614093, 0126614276 and
+966556122301 (WhatsApp).
%?CIFI'IE:I &R §: 8002440003 (a?f 1;53[), 0122614093, 0126614276 3R
+966556122301 (GIcHT)|

e The Telangana government announced an ex gratia of ¥5 lakh for the family of each
of the deceased.

ATHTH TRBR A UAD Jddh & URAR DI T5 ARG Pt UG MY ¢ D1 GIyun &1
e The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting held at the Secretariat on Monday.

g i IaR &1 Sfared ¥ g8 dibted &1 9o H formn |

e The Cabinet also decided to send an o+ cial team to Saudi Arabia, led by Minority
Welfare Minister Mohammed Azharuddin.

HRHSH 7 SCUHEE eI At MEHG SHEeE & @ 3 Uo HISIRG ¢H
DI THG! R Uor &1 e o far|

o Two family members of each victim will also be able to travel to the accident site.
TS Uifsd & &t IRaReH it gHedT Rid &1 a1 HR Jaoi |

e Forty-six members of a

g e &1 Udh

24x7 Coptrol Room
24x7 foazur H e

o A group of 54 people, who had left Hyderabad for their pilgrimage on November 9,
were on the bus, Tafseer Iqubal, Joint Commissioner of Police (Law and Order),
Hyderabad, said during a press conference.

54 ARN BT YE, SN 9 TdaR B! U= Ao & forg fermeane | e o1, 9 & o1, 98
SId AHUR SehaTd, WE YT ATge (ST Td UaT), BeIaTE, 1 Ub U
HIbd & TR Holl

o All except one person perished in the blaze reported around 1.30 a.m. IST on
Monday, he added.

38 Hel [ THIR HI I 1:30 TS (IST) P IURI TN 31T H TP afad Pi
B T S gG B T

¢ However, another o+ cial said, “We are still waiting for an olcial list from Saudi
Arabia to confirm the « gures.”
BT, Uh 3T SHABRI A HgT, “TH WA DI gfF & forw onnft 1 9t oRa &
AFUBIIYE Gt F1 SR R B 817

¢ Officials from the Consulate General of India in Jeddah have met the lone
survivor and are coordinating with hospitals to ensure medical treatment.

SieT fRUd YRR HeTaiforsy garar™ o SRRl 3 THar sifad 91 Jfad 9
HTehTd &1 3R e STaR YR e & g sruaral & Iry T9-ad #R 38 8

o “Of the 54, four had already left for Medina after completing Umrah in Mecca in
private vehicles. Four others decided to stay back in Mecca. The remaining 46 began
their journey on Sunday night,” the o+ cial said.

A &g, “54 T ¥ AR ol a6+ & AapT § SURIE T I & 91 Usd of
AT & ot Fod 9o 31 IR 3= = TaaT § 81 b+ &I (0 fordn| 9 46 = AR
A SO BT LE D7

e The bus driver and his assistant, believed to be locals, also died in the accident.

AT ST | 6 R 811 a1e 89 arae 3R 3% Jerae® &t o gfer A g 81 |
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Support Measures and Official Actions

el U™ 3R 3Nfiepiive wriarg!

o The police have collected the full list of passengers and their details from the travel
companies involved, allowing officials to coordinate with families.

qfr = Teferd Taa sufral I ot o) ot g 3R 3 faavur v fav, forey
TSR B IRART T THGT HR H AGG (Hal|

e The Consulate General of India in Jeddah has set up a 24x7 Control Room to
support the families of victims.
SieT U URAdg wgTaTforsy garars A tifedl & uRaR! &t Ggrdr & e 24x7
=T et wifa fFar 31

e The Helpline numbers are: 8002440003 (toll free), 0122614093, 0126614276 and
+966556122301 (WhatsApp).

qJaR % 8002440003 (aﬁ 1;5°[), 0122614093, 0126614276 3R

+966556122301 (QTCHTY)|

o The Telangana government announced an ex gratia of ¥5 lakh for the family of
eaqh of the deceased.

TG TRBR A TAS G & URAR & T4 25 TG DI ST RN B! °Ioon & |
e The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting held at the Secretariat on Monday.
gg i WaR &) afared 8 gs aivsa # foran |

o The Cabinet also decided to send an oficial team to Saudi Arabia, led by Minority
Welfare Minister Mohammed Azharuddin.

HRHSH - SeUHEIP ST HAl WS AT & g A U USRS <A
DI TSl 3R Uo o1 off Fofa fsa

o Two family members of each victim will also be able to travel to the accident site.

e Uifed & g ulRare ot gHe ®id & I/ HR ol

Umrah Pilgrimage

Umrah (basic definition)

* Umrah is a voluntary Islamic pilgrimage to Makkah (Mecca) that a Muslim may perform at
any time of the year.

* It is commonly called the “minor pilgrimage,” in contrast to Hajj, the compulsory major
pilgrimage required once in a lifetime for those who are able.

Core rituals of Umrah

* IThram (state of consecration): Pilgrims enter a sacred state and adopt prescribed dress
(men wear two seamless white sheets; women wear modest dress). They make niyyah
(intention) for Umrah and recite the talbiyah.

» Tawaf (circumambulation): Pilgrims walk seven circuits around the Kaaba in Al-Masjid
al-Haram, keeping the Kaaba to their left.

* Sa‘i (walking between Safa and Marwa): Pilgrims walk seven times between the hills of
Safa and Marwa, commemorating Hajar’s search for water.

* Halq/Tagsir (hair cut or shave): Pilgrims conclude Umrah by either trimming (tagsir) or
shaving (halq) their hair, after which they exit the state of Thram.

How Umrah differs from Hajj
* Timing: Umrah can be performed at any time, whereas Hajj is only performed during
specific days of the month of Dhu al-Hijjah.

Page1 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

* Ritual scope: Hajj includes additional rites such as standing at Arafat, staying in Mina, and
spending the night in Muzdalifah—none of which are part of Umrah.

* Obligation: Hajj is obligatory once in a lifetime for those who are physically and
financially able, while Umrah is highly recommended but voluntary.
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The trajectory of anti-rape laws in India

By conde!

LETTER & SPIRIT

Krishnadas Rajagopal

orty-six years after the Supreme

Court acquitted two policemen

in the custodial rape of a teenage

tribal girl in Maharashtra,
concluding she consented to the sexual
intercourse as there were no visible marks
of physical injury on her, Chief Justice of
India B. R. Gavai India called the
judgment “a moment of institutional
embarrassment”. The judgment reflected
a deeply regressive and patriarchal

reforms aimed at better protecting sexual assault survivors and redefining consent

ds, Sion in 2018. FILE PHOTO

to police stations and declared that a
‘woman must be questioned by the police
only at her residence.

‘The incident in the Mathura rape case
happened in March 1972. The rape
survivor, an orphan aged between 14 and
16 years, was one among four who were
called to the police station at night. After
a brief questioning, she was asked to stay
behind while the others were asked to
leave. She was subjected to sexual assault
by two policemen, a head constable and a
constable inside the police station. The
trial court, in its judgment, found the
rape survivor a “shocking liar” whose
testimony “is riddled with falsehood and

ding of consent, ivel

. The court came to the

denying the social context of power,
coercion, and vulnerability in which
sexual violence often occurs.

‘The Chief Justice said the “troubling”
judgment in Tukaram versus State of
Maharashtra in 1979 became a turning
point as the verdict brought the nation
together in protest, for the legal system
had failed to protect the dignity of the
very person it was meant to safeguard.
‘The acquittal ignited the women'’s rights
movement for stronger rape laws in India.

It also forced Parliament to address the
lapses in criminal law; to strengthen legal
protections against custodial rape; to
make punishments under the Dowry
Prohibition Act more stringent; and to
introduce the Family Courts Act. A series
of Criminal Law Amendments, from 1983
to the spirit of changes made in sexual
offences’ provisions in the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) in 2023, trace their
spirit to the top court’s “institutional
failure” in the Mathura rape (Tukaram
versus State of Maharashtra) judgment.

The trajectory of the case

The 1979 judgment, which further
condemned a custodial rape survivor, was
pronounced even before the “the ink had
dried” in Justice Krishna Iyer’s verdict in
the Nandini Satpathy (1978) case. The
court, speaking through Justice lyer,
condemned the practice of calling women

conclusion that she had sexual
intercourse while at the police station but
rape had not been proved and that she
was “habituated” to sexual intercourse.

‘The Bombay High Court, in 1976,
overturned the Sessions Judge’s findings
and concluded the teenager was subject
to forcible sexual intercourse amounting
to rape. The High Court had held that the
so-called ‘consent’ to act was only
‘passive submission’ by a helpless victim
to persons in authority whose advances
she could hardly repel by herself. In an
appeal by the two policemen, the
Supreme Court set aside the High Court
judgment, agreeing with the petitioners
that the “alleged intercourse was a
peaceful affair” as there were no marks of
injury on her person.

A letter which shook the nation

What brought the Mathura rape case into
national consciousness and sparked
outrage was a letter written by four
intellectuals to the court in September
1979, shortly after the acquittal of the two
accused policemen.

‘The September 1979 letter by Upendra
Baxi, Vasudha Dhagamwar, th
Kelkar and Lotika Sarkar pointed out to
the judges the clear difference, both in
law and common sense, between
‘submission’ and ‘consent’. Consent
involves submission; but the converse is

not necessarily true. Nor is absence of
resistance necessarily indicative of
consent, they argued.

The letter pointed out that there was
not a single word in the judgment
condemning the very act of calling a
teenage girl and detaining her at the
police station in gross violation of the law.
Nor was there a single word in the
judgment condemning the use of the
police station as a theatre of rape or
submission to sexual intercourse. “The
Court gave no consideration whatsoever
to the socio-economic status, the lack of
knowledge of legal rights, the age of the
victim, lack of access to legal services,
and the fear complex which haunts the
poor and the exploited in Indian police
stations. May we respectfully suggest that
you and your distinguished colleagues
visit incognito, wearing the visage of
poverty, some police stations in villages
adjoining Delhi?” the letter had
challenged the Supreme Court judges.

Myriad amendments

‘The public furore following the 1979
judgment led Parliament to introduce the
Criminal Law Amendment Act 0f 1983 in
which custodial rape was included as a
separate offence under Section 376 of the
erstwhile Indian Penal Code (IPC). The
amendment shifted the burden of proof
in custodial rape cases from the rape
survivor to the accused if the fact of
sualt was establiabad

loosely crafted on the recommendations
of the Justice |.S. Verma Committee,
introduced, among others, provisions to
punish police officers who do not record
an FIR in sexual violence cases against
women, or hospitals which do not
provide free care to sexual assault victims.
The 2013 amendments broadened the
definition of rape as in Section 375 to
include acts other than forcible sexual
intercourse.

Most importantly, it clarified that
silence or a feeble no by a woman cannot
be translated as a ‘yes'. Besides, the
amendments raised the age of consent
from 16 to 18 years.

The amendments awarded death
penalty to repeat offenders or if rape led
to the death or ‘persistent vegetative
state’ of the victim.

The Unnao and Kathua rape cases of
2017 and 2018 compelled Parliament to
usher in further amendments to make
criminal laws for sexual offences against
women more stringent. In the Unnao
case, former BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh
Sengar was convicted for the kidnap and
rape of a minor girl.

The Criminal Law Amendment Act of
2018 provided death penalty as a
punishment in rape cases in which the
victims are below 12 years of age. The
2018 amendments also included a
minimum of 20 years imprisonment if the
victim is under 16 years of age. The

d fast-tracked i igation a

top court framed the Vishaka guidelines
against sexual harassment at the
workplace when a public interest petition
was filed after the gangrape of Bhanwari
Devi, a Kumhar woman and an auxiliary
nurse midwife, who raised her voice as
part of her job against child marriage,
especially in upper caste families.

‘The brutal gangrape and fatal assault of
a 22-year-old physiotherapy intern in a
moving bus by six men on a December
2012 night had the nation rise in protest
again, demanding stricter laws to protect
women and punish their attackers. The
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013,

The trajectory of anti-rape laws in India

YRA H THIY ST S Wi

Forty-six years after the Supreme Court acquitted two policemen in the custodial rape of a

well as the trial and appeal proceedings in
rape cases — two months to complete a
probe and trial, and six months to wrap
up appeals.

Finally, the Criminal Law Amendment
Act, 2023 through the BNS, made sexual
offences against women and children
gender-neutral for both the victims and
the perpetrators. It uniformly made gang
rape of a woman aged below 18 years
punishable with death or life
imprisonment. The BNS also brought in
new offences like sexual intercourse
under false pretences and broadened the
definition of sexual harassment.

the 1979 Supreme Court acquittal in a custodial rape case, Chief Justice of India B. R. Gavai has highlighted India’s evolving legal

THE GIST

v

The Chief Justice said the
“troubling” judgment in
Tukaram versus State of
Maharshtra in 1973 became a
tuming point as the verdict
brought the nation together in
protest, for the legal system
had failed to protect the
dignity of the very person it
was meant to safeguard.

B

The September 1979 letter by
Upendra Baxi, Vasudha
Dhagamwar, Raghunath Kelkar
and Lotika Sarkar pointed out
to the judges the clear
difference, both in law and
common sense, between
“submission’ and ‘consent’.

N

The brutal gangrape and fatal
assault of a 22-year-old
physiotherapy intern in a
moving bus by six men on a
December 2012 night had the
nation rise in protest,
demanding stricter laws to
protect women and punish
their attackers.

teenage tribal girl in Maharashtra, concluding she consented to the sexual intercourse as
there were no visible marks of physical injury on her, Chief Justice of India B. R. Gavai

called the judgment “a moment of institutional embarrassment”.

PR snfeandt deet & fovad # IR & A 7

HIC 1 HERIY
| P SRI B gU gl AT b

CRtc7

39 IRR R IRING dle & PIs fexars 37 arel 2 et 3 9o 399 I Iy & forg

Teufa €t ft — 39 had & fvarei af arg, URa & g arndr . 3R, 198 7 39 haa

P TYRITTT Ui BT o HgTl
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The judgment reflected a deeply regressive and patriarchal understanding of consent,
effectively denying the somal context of power, coercion, and vulnerability in which sexual

violence often occurs. I8 O TgHf Bt T@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂm 3R TR Tt Y gt o,
forem A & & wrfores ey — T, <o 3R HHSIRT — &I f ke T6R

The Chief Justice said the “troubling” judgment in Tukaram versus State of Maharashtra in
1979 became a turning point as the verdict brought the nation together in protest, for the legal

system had failed to protect the dignity of the very person it was meant to safeguard. &1
AT 3 o1 o JHRTH TH HERIY IS4 BT 1979 1 “Ridree baa Ueb HIg &7 Tl
Hifer 39 R 3 ¥ <=1 &1 faRly B Thole o o, ifos B! a3 Afad ot TTRHAT B
& B H 3 Yo fordhl &l & forg ag o+t &t

The acquittal ignited the women’s rights movement for stronger rape laws in India. maﬁaﬁ
= YR H SAIDHR B! I Tolgd B o fod Aflgel DR sicier oI usaferd faan

It also forced Parliament to address the lapses in criminal law; to strengthen legal protections
against custodial rape; to make punishments under the Dowry Prohibition Act more

stringent; and to introduce the Family Courts Act. I GG Bl WW@@W@
X B, foRTd H TAhR o RIS BT TR&M Bl Holed e, ool 9y Hfefas & dgd
TST3T B HOR B R UIRATRS qraTerd ff~ad T & forg Aoty foan

A series of Criminal Law Amendments, from 1983 to the spirit of changes made in sexual
offences’ provisions in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) in 2023, trace their spirit to the
top court’s “institutional failure” in the Mathura rape (Tukaram versus State of

Maharashtra) judgment. 1983 T QR 2023 H HRHIY =T Tfgdr (BNS) H T SrR1el &
grau™l H U 7T 9Gardl dd B SATURTIS BT SN 45 &1 UG HYRT TArhR
(TPRTH FTH HERTY Ie9) haad & 2 Sfarerd o1 TRINT fawerar 3 S+ g5 &

The trajectory of the case

HTHA & g

The 1979 judgment which further condemned a custodial rape survivor, was pronounced
even before the “the ink had dried” in Justice Krishna lyer’s verdict in the Nandini Satpathy

(1978) case. 1979 T hydl, = fexmd & seerR fifsar &1 siR e ot Ffe geaadt
(1978)Wﬁmmqﬁmw$%ﬁﬁm@qaﬁ@%ﬁﬁwww

The court, speaking through Justice lyer, condemned the practice of calling women to police
stations and declared that a woman must be questioned by the police only at her residence.

ATaYfe SR & A1 ¥ fETed A Afgansl B Yfer WM o Bt Ul S el 3t 3R gon
! & O ¥ UBde dhad 39 A |R g1 Pt SIa |

The incident in the Mathura rape case happened in March 1972. mwmﬁﬁ
e ard 1972 7 g5

The rape survivor, an orphan aged between 14 and 16 years, was one among four who were
called to the police station at night. SATHR HfSdT, Th 3T TS! STHI I 14 A 16 99 &
g &Y, 39 IR ANl H J Teb At g 1 & gferd WA e 7 |

After a brief questioning, she was asked to stay behind while the others were asked to leave.
T B are & &G I ¥h- DI Hel T Sdidh bl dl S faar

She was subjected to sexual assault by two pohcemen a head constable and a constable
inside the police station. 3¥ JfeR WA & 3R &1 YOS — T 88 Hiedd 3R Th
HRCTd — GRT A gHaT far |

The trial court, in its judgment, found the rape survivor a “shocking liar” whose testimony “is
riddled with falsehood and improbabilities”. fa=IRUT <TRTET = 3/ thad H SollapR UifSdr &1
“TpT & aTelt SIS U Forant TTaTgt “go SR SruTaHef § ot off|

The court came to the conclusion that she had sexual intercourse while at the police station
but rape had not been proved and that she was “habituated” to sexual intercourse. 3ferad =

st AT fr gfera WrM o 39 Ty I ey g 4T Afd daehR Aifad gl g3 3R a8
I Tay & forg “amet ot
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The Bombay High Court, in 1976, overtumed the Sessions Judge’s findings and concluded
the teenager was subject to forcible sexual intercourse amounting to rape. Cits) €T§ Cark|

1976 H T e & BN ®f uete fear SR Feps et i f=ikt &t Sere diF dey &
fore TroTeR famar ar o SemepR Bt At A e B

The High Court had held that the so-called ‘consent’ to act was only ‘passive submission’ by a
helpless victim to persons in authority whose advances she could hardly repel by herself. HE]
HI¢ 3 A1 YT fob TUIHRIT Tgafa Padt Ue SRgH Tifedr &1 T« H 96 aafaaar & ufd Ffsea
YT o7 foFdh 3P ! 98 Wd GiRed I s aahr A

In an appeal by the two policemen, the Supreme Court set aside the High Court judgment,
agreeing with the petitioners that the “alleged intercourse was a peaceful affair” as there were

no marks of injury on her person. ﬁW&fﬁﬁWﬁWﬁﬁgﬁaﬁf%mﬁ
TE R 3 3R aifediamatelt & gnfd Sard gU wal & “wfia ey rifaqef amer o agife
3P IRR W A F PIs = 8 |

A letter which shook the nation

T U7 fora= ez ot foar fean

What brought the Mathura rape case into national consciousness and sparked outrage was
a letter written by four intellectuals to the court in September 1979, shortly after the acquittal

of the two accused policemen. nwwmﬁaﬁﬂ@amﬁaﬁ 3R STEHIRT ST
ara fydaR 1979 B R FfGoniadl &1 98 UF YT Sl Yl Gfes ! &1 a8l §1F & gid a1
SfaTerd ! ferar T |

The September 1979 letter by Upendra Baxi, Vasudha Dhagamwar, Raghunath Kelkar
and Lotika Sarkar pointed out to the judges the clear difference, both in law and common

sense, between ‘submission’ and ‘consent’. IUg FaRA, YT YNTHAR, '\’Hﬂw\?ﬁ?
ARSI TSR BT RIdaR 1979 b1 O T FORe Irnefiil ) BT SR W g AT
YR R AU 3R g & dd T SR T 77 47|

Consent involves submission; but the converse is not necessarily true. Tgafd o T enfire
BT §; Afeh 3T IaAeT ST gl 5|

Nor is absence of resistance necessarily indicative of consent, they argued. I8 d& fear fe
UfRly & sruRufa +ff wgHf &1 Hovd 81 5|

The letter pointed out that there was not a single word in the judgment condemning the very
act of calling a teenage girl and detaining her at the police station in gross violation of the law.

T3 H 1 TR {6 Thaal | U ot Rreg 78T o1 off foh=IRY g e b Qfery =M g SR S
B IR Jeeia HRd gu ford 8 @ &1 el Hrar g

Nor was there a single word in the judgment condemning the use of the police station as a
theatre of rape or submission to sexual intercourse. T8 Bhad | U i Tsg %ﬂﬁﬁmw
@ FADR A1 A &Y & T THUO HT I §4 Bt el Pt |

“The Court gave no consideration whatsoever to the socio-economic status, the lack of
knowledge of legal rights, the age of the victim, lack of access to legal services, and the fear

complex which haunts the poor and the exploited in Indian police stations. Wﬁﬁ%m%
- RUR, ST SRIBRI BT THSR & 1, 35, S Ja1sT a Ugd &1 S
sﬁ?ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁgﬁﬂ@?ﬁhﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂmmaﬂéﬁwﬁml

May we respectfully suggest that you and your distinguished colleagues visit incognito,
wearing the visage of poverty, some police stations in villages adjoining Delhi?” the letter had

challenged the Supreme Court judges. Wgﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ@ %W%ﬁ?m&ﬁ? 3
wﬁamﬁmmﬁsﬂ@www@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%w@$wgﬁm@ﬁwaﬂ
X7 — T A A B & et o A < ot

Myriad amendments

3P MY
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The public furore following the 1979 judgment led Parliament to introduce the Criminal Law
Amendment Act of 1983 in which custodial rape was included as a separate offence under
Section 376 of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code (IPC). 1979 & Bhdd & §1¢ SHIHIN = |G
DI RIS B G AT 1983 TH & 1T AoeR fohan foad RRTd & SelahR &1
dH A YR &8 GigdT (IPC) T YRT 376 & dgd ST SURTY §1-T 77|
The amendment shifted the burden of proof in custodial rape cases from the rape survivor to
the accused if the fact of sexual intercourse was established. 3 GRIeH A fgId & SAHR
& A B UHTO BT g NS ¥ Rt R RyFiaid &R fean afe aF ey &1 aw -ifid g
SITT YTI
The top court framed the Vishaka guidelines against sexual harassment at the workplace
when a public interest petition was filed after the gangrape of Bhanwari Devi, a Kumhar
woman and an auxiliary nurse midwife, who raised her voice as part of her job against child
marriage, especially in upper caste families. i Srerad 3 FrRiwd R %3@3?% foaw
Rzt e 59 Hast At (TH R Aiedr ik Tere T Heast) & IneH
JATBR & dIG SHigd ATHT GRR B T, T+ 307 10 & TR & ©U & Ay w0 9 St
Sl & a1et fdarg o Raeme simar 3oTs ot
The brutal gangrape and fatal assault of a 22-year-old physiotherapy intern in a moving bus
by six men on a December 2012 night had the nation rise in protest again, demanding stricter
laws to protect women and punish their attackers ﬁﬂﬂ'\’ 2012 &1 WTIT‘[ ENGICRE ié_s'FﬁTﬁ
GRT 22 Uil fBforeRt Se+ & FHR IHe® TAIDR SR U1dd gHa A R I I <= HI fajry
o ger o far, afeanstt @ JRam 3R 3% HATR! Bl Joll &1 & T HSR ST &t 11 Bt
The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013, loosely crafted on the recommendations of the

Justice J.S. Verma Committee, introduced, among others, provisions to punish police
officers who do not record an FIR in sexual violence cases against women, or hospitals which

do not provide free care to sexual assault victims. TARTTIEH DI Wﬁ‘éﬁ sifef==, 2013,
S =arafd o g, quf afife o Reie w emfed o1, 3 waﬁf%muwuaqg;m
SHTYHIRTT DY TSI & & rayT U foe ot Aigansft & Ryars di- fgar & Al & FIR & 61
HRA, TT ST S A4 g0 & TifSarait Bl 7ud sars 181 aal

The 2013 amendments broadened the definition of rape as in Section 375 to include acts
other than forcible sexual intercourse. 2013 HXMYHT 7 YRT 375 H TAIDHR BT URUTST &l ﬁﬁﬁ
fora Fora STeRAT A Taie & SffraT 3 pedl ol o =nfira fopar |

Most importantly, it clarified that silence or a feeble no by a woman cannot be translated as a
ves'. TaY Hg@qUl, 39 WY a1 i A &1 09 a1 SHeIR el &I ‘g 7] {1 off abeT |
Besides, the amendments raised the age of consent from 16 to 18 years. sﬂ% S3{cd1dl,

TN A TgHfa Pt 3 16 T TR 18 99 B Y|

The amendments awarded death penalty to repeat offenders or if rape led to the death or
‘persistent vegetative state’ of the victim. TMeET = qex™ aTel SURTYT a1 fe IR 9
ffEdr &1 7 a1 W aAafd 3fair 81 Skt ], df GdEs &1 gy |

The Unnao and Kathua rape cases of 2017 and 2018 compelled Parliament to usher in
further amendments to make criminal laws for sexual offences against women more stringent.

2017 3R 2018 & IATT 3R HG3T TAHR TG - TG B! AfRarsit & fAes I sruRTel &
foT STURIRIS B! B 3R HER T & fTT ST TW=MeH aF & forg AeteR faa

In the Unnao case, former BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar was convicted for the kidnap
and rape of a minor girl. mmﬁﬁqﬁéﬁﬁﬁmwﬂuﬁg@wﬁwm
& IR 3R TATDHR & oY SISt Sg=m 7T 2T

The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 2018 provided death penalty as a punishment in rape
cases in which the victims are below 12 years of age. GHWT\WWITIW%H siferfras
2018 7 12 99 T 1 34 &1 Yifgarsit ard dapR AW H s &I Uy fhan

The 2018 amendments also included a minimum of 20 years imprisonment if the victim is
under 16 years of age. 2018 ﬂ?ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂ%ﬂ 16 aﬁ@mwﬁ%a‘rw@wzo Ty
DHRIEN HI Qe fobar |

The amendments fast-tracked investigation as well as the trial and appeal proceedings in
rape cases — two months to complete a probe and trial, and six months to wrap up
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appeals. SN 7 FARPR A H 54, faRor 3R 3rdid & ufshar &1 as fovar — S 3R
fa=IRUr @1 3 o forg &Y A8, 3rdiel HueH & e o8 " |

¢ Finally, the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2023 through the BNS, made sexual offences
against women and children gender-neutral for both the victims and the perpetrators. 3fd ff,

STRITYP DI TRe SAfUf~mw, 2023 7 BNS & A1ead I Afgansit 3R a=t & faae o=
SORTET T RS SR ORI &1 o forg fefvr-dew &1 feam

¢ It uniformly made gang rape of a woman aged below 18 years punishable with death or life
imprisonment. 3T 18 T4 ¥ HH 3 &I ARG & AP TA@R P THIAM ©U 4 o8 Al
3Tofla HRIEY J dS-1g §- |

o The BNS also brought in new offences like sexual intercourse under false pretences and
broadened the definition of sexual harassment. BNS = 31?5 EM ¥ A9 Ty oY 7T a7y off

SIS 3R 1 Iadite &1 Ry oI faxgd fan|
18/11/2025
Geography
Into the wild '

Ajuvenile Masai giraffe stands inside a crate with its eyes covered as it awaits relocation, from the Kedong Ranch, its natural habitat in the
Rift Valley, situated in Kenya’s Nakuru County, due to land subdivisions and corralling that have disrupted wildlife migratory routes. AFp
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A juvenile Masai gira* e stands inside a crate with its eyes covered as it awaits relocation, from the
Kedong Ranch, its natural habitat in the

Rift Valley, situated in Kenya’s Nakuru County, due to land subdivisions and corralling that have
disrupted wildlife migratory routes.
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feeet sare & Sl & w3t A FSt Far fyel, e 3 Fa Fehia 95
| ogl
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grieTat § S8 HRAT R GUEAT §: G B

Governance
3. | Centre reviewing SC ruling on forest laws and tribal housing, says
Minister

& T BT SR TSI A R WA B & Badd St THIET B 7T
8, /et A Par
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g =raufeeT — are-faare, d@fad ar«, sgva
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TTaR 34
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HRd &I APIBT P ATY ‘connect, build and revive’ B B AT DAT %
7. | The need for a social audit for SIR 2.0

SIR 2.0 & fI U OIS 3iifSe S mawadwdr

8. | India oil firms bag first-ever U.S. LPG import deal

YR 9 Hufal 3 ugelt IR MRS LPG 3mard Hiar g1 fean
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ECB?W@%Wﬁmm, ot fifa &) wurfaa s=

10. | ‘We’ll engage with all stakeholders’ in Bangladesh, says India after verdict
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Sitarey # g0 9 RauRe! & Ira<id 3, I 3 & 916 HRd A

Pel

Trump’s military action sparks regional alarm as Venezuela braces for

U.S. moves

11.| Mali manuscripts escaped al-Qaeda but threat remains
ATl B wigfatuar Sa-wrael § 99 T3 afe waxt 39 W s gen @
12.

oW B A FRArs A & A Riar, dFAguar smive) werl & e dar

| Polity

‘ 18/11/2025

Delhi blast culprits will get
strictest punishment, Shah
says at Zonal Council meet

Eliminating terror a collective commitment: Union Home Minister; meeting marked by disputes

over water sharing as Haryana, Punjab, H.P. debate SYL canal, pending dues, and territorial claims

CHANDIGARH

nion Home Minis-
U[er Amit Shah on
Monday said the

culprits of the November
10 Delhi bomb blast will be
traced “even from the
netherworld”, brought be-
fore the judicial system,
and given the strictest pos-
sible punishment.

“Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, eliminating ter-
rorism from the roots is
our collective commit-
ment,” Mr. Shah said while
chairing the 32nd meeting
of the Northern Zonal
Council in Faridabad, Ha-
ryana. The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Ministers
Nayab Singh Saini (Harya-
na), Sukhvinder Singh Suk-
hu (Himachal Pradesh),
Bhagwant Mann (Punjab),
Bhajan Lal Sharma (Rajas-
than), Omar Abdullah
(Jammu and Kashmir) and
Rekha Gupta (Delhi), along
with several Governors
and Lieutenant-Governors,
and senior Central and
State government officials.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

b AT
Silent tribute: The Northern Zonal Council meeting started with a
minute’s silence for those killed in the Nov. 10 Red Fort blast. AnI

The session started with
the participants observing
a minute’s silence for those
killed in the terrorist inci-
dent near the Red Fort.

‘Vital platforms’

Mr. Shah, the Chairperson
of the five Zonal Councils,
said the platforms are cru-
cial for dialogue, coopera-
tion, coordination, and
policy synergy.

Water sharing emerged
as a major topic of discus-
sion, with the participating
States making strong
claims over their dues.

Haryana raised the issue
of the non-construction of

1'&L‘.

ba Wi v ah 4

the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal - the focal
point of its decades-old
conflict with Punjab over
Ravi and Beas river waters.

Mr. Saini said proper ar-
rangements must be made
to ensure each State re-
ceives its rightful share of
water. “Haryana has con-
sistently been giving Delhi
more water than its own
share. However, due to the
non-construction of the
SYL canal, Haryana is not
receiving its full share of
water from Punjab. Once
Haryana receives its right-
ful share of water through
SYL, Rajasthan will also get

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

its due share,” said the Ha-
ryana CM.

However, Mr. Mann
said, “Punjab has no sur-
plus water to spare
through the SYL.” He ad-
ded that no scientific calcu-
lation had been conducted
regarding the availability
of water “even in 1976 and
1981, when the ratio of wa-
ter to be shared among the
States was decided by the
Government of India
unilaterally”.

The Himachal CM
sought the release of pend-
ing dues from the Bhakra
Beas Management Board,
which manages the Bhak-
ra-Nangal and Beas pro-
jects and regulates water
release, and pressed for
the appointment of a per-
manent member from his
State in the board.

Mr. Sukhu also reiterat-
ed his State’s “legitimate
right” to a 7.19% share in
the lands and public assets
of Chandigarh - the joint
capital of Punjab and Ha-
ryana, even as Mr. Mann
reasserted its long-stand-
ing claims over Chandigarh
and Panjab University.
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Delhi blast culprits will get strictest punishment, Shah says at Zonal Council
meet

el Re & N B FS A S It fafl, =g A siqa sefia dea A
Pl

o Eliminating terror a collective commitment: Union Home Minister; meeting marked
by disputes over water sharing as Haryana, Punjab, H.P. debate SYL canal,
pending dues, and territorial claims

WWWWW% ST 7[E WA, S5 Ut & dear W a3
W dgd Dl

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Monday said the culprits of the November 10
Delhi bomb blast will be traced “even from the netherworld”, brought before the
judicial system, and given the strictest possible punishment.

HEI g 1A SHfrd g A WHAR ® H8T % 10 AdaR Rl 90 fawwpie & vl o
“grara ¥ 1t FHeTame g AR & FH ™7 ST 3R 3% SHad: 9 HoR &S
fean smem|

e “Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, eliminating terrorism from
the roots is our collective commitment,” Mr. Shah said while chairing the 32nd
meeting of the Northern Zonal Council in Faridabad, Haryana.

T T A P G B PTG B oIS T W AT SR RS WS 2,
i 718 3 RAIN S BiamETe § Iudt STa Prefrd Bt 324f 5 I remerd B

gU el

o The meeting was attended by Chief Ministers Nayab Singh Saini (Haryana),
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu (Himachal Pradesh), Bhagwant Mann (Punjab), Bhajan
Lal Sharma (Rajasthan), Omar Abdullah (Jammu and Kashmir) and Rekha Gupta
(Delhi), along with several Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, and senior Central
and State government officials.

3o H ds AIUTE], JU-TAUTET 3R B 9 I8 WHR b aRY HRBIRE & T
g@mﬁmﬁaﬁ:ﬁ @Rarm), gEfder iz gy, (fUr=), Wirdd |44 (U9T9),
:%mmavmf(ww:r), aﬁwe@w (TH-H=IR) 3R YT T (et Sufid
|
e The session started with the participants observing a minute’s silence for those
killed in the terrorist incident near the Red Fort.

T3 &1 YT FiTHIRET GRT @ret fvet & U g ofida! gHd H AR Y Al & forg
TS e &1 19 o & 15|

‘Vital platforms’
AgaYUl AT

Mr. Shah, the Chairperson of the five Zonal Councils, said the platforms are crucial
for dialogue, cooperation, coordination, and policy synergy.

St <TE, S Ui S SR % 3ee 8, 3 el [ 3 T HaTa, HEaN, THad AR
Herra wa=g & fo erdd Ae@yuf |

o Water sharing emerged as a major topic of discussion, with the participating States
making strong claims over their dues.

deaR &1 Gl 941 &1 T[990 sHHR SHRT, Fors Il A 8- 91 &l ddx
EECGRACACaY

e Haryana raised the issue of the non-construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal — the focal point of its decades-old conflict with Punjab over Ravi and Beas
river waters.

RN A Aaqe-agHT e (Tuarsud) A8R & A 9 81 &1 ggl S/l wat
sﬁ?&:ﬂ?ﬂ%ﬂﬁé&ﬁ%%ﬂmmwmwﬁ%

e Mr. Saini said proper arrangements must be made to ensure each State receives its
rightful share of water.

Pagez 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

ot T 3 5T 6 D IToT 1 ST ATfora oI feam GHATEa o= & forg Ifad weiy
fobu S =1l

e “Haryana has consistently been giving Delhi more water than its own share. However,
due to the non-construction of the SYL canal, Haryana is not receiving its full share of
water from Punjab. Once Haryana receives its rightful share of water through SYL,
Rajasthan will also get its due share,” said the Haryana CM.

SR 3 JETEt = FeT, “TRAT0T AR feeh 31 39 ot R & ifde g 3
g1 8| At THATSed HA8R & 7§94 & HRUI gRATUN ! USTTE F IHHT T U el
o TET 2 | U IR gRATUN &) THaR TS & HIegH ¥ 391 e i mar, ot o=
P! Wt ITHT §F FHramm”
¢ However, Mr. Mann said, “Punjab has no surplus water to spare through the SYL.”
??sﬂmﬁm#ﬁm%wmﬁw%mmﬁﬁ%%uﬁiaﬁhwﬂ
¥

¢ He added that no scientific calculation had been conducted regarding the
availability of water “even in 1976 and 1981, when the ratio of water to be shared
among the States was decided by the Government of India unilaterally”.

ITIM Be o SIeT ST TR PIs A1 0T 7] i 15 ot “Fgi T b 1976 3R
1981 T off, S1a A1 & offT Wi fohT S ATl Tt T SUTd HRA IRPR gRI
ThaR Wb Y fardT 77 UT|”

e The Himachal CM sought the release of pending dues from the Bhakra Beas
Management Board, which manages the Bhakra-Nangal and Beas projects and
regulates water release, and pressed for the appointment of a permanent member
from his State in the board.

ferTad & Qa3 WSt T yaeH 918 3 |fid 9o SR R4 & [ @, o
HRAST-AITA 3R <O U3 &1 Use Bl & 3R oid Uarg & FafAd #ar g,
IR I I T o7 IT © IRt wew 31 Figfa W SR

e Mr. Sukhu also reiterated his State’s “legitimate right” to a 7.19% share in the
lands and public assets of Chandigarh — the joint capital of Punjab and Haryana.
ot G A 30 T BT “QY TUBR” XA [ I8 ASNIg—il UoTa R ghamon
B Ygad AU §—bt YA 3R e Tufal & 7.19% fexderdt e =ifgul

e even as Mr. Mann reasserted its long-standing claims over Chandigarh and Panjab
University.
agt, ot AT A ISNTe iR e fagfaemea wR A dd T ¥ T 3138 <ral Bl I:
ARSI
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Speaker delaying disqualification pleas is ‘gross contempt’: SC

d . gress party in the State.
In July, a Bench headed

low the Tenth Schedule to
be reduced to a mockery. It

Schedule. It is up to him to
decide where he wants to

disqualification petitions

NEW DELHI till they “die a natural

The Supreme Court on
Monday warned that the

Telangana Assembly
Speaker Gaddam Prasad
Kumar was in “gross con-
tempt” for delaying a deci-
sion on petitions filed by
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leaders seeking the
disqualification of 10 of
their MLAs who shifted al-
legiance to the ruling Con-

by Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai had allowed the
Speaker three months to
complete the disqualifica-
tion proceedings under the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution.

“Either this [disqualifi-
cation petitions] have to be
decided by next week or
face contempt. This is
gross contempt. We have
already said he does not

Gaddam Prasad Kumar

enjoy constitutional im-
munity while acting as a
tribunal under the Tenth

spend on the New Year’s
day,” Chief Justice Gavai
observed.

Speaker’s duty

In a previous hearing, the
court clarified its power,
and duty, to ensure that
Speakers, acting as a quasi-
judicial tribunal under the
anti-defection law of the
Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, did not sit over

death” towards the end of
the tenure of the House.
The court had ex-
pressed its resolve to not
remain a silent spectator
and watch from the gallery
as a Speaker waited six
months before the end of
the tenure of a Legislative
Assembly only to say “now
there is no time left”.
Justice Gavai had firmly
said the court would not al-

Speaker delaying disqualification pleas is ‘gross contempt’: SC

Srprfaftrd=r aiReTel # T H3A1 O U 8: gty +1d

had observed that political
defections, unless ad-
dressed and curbed, had
the power to disrupt de-
mocracy. The apex court is
hearing petitions filed by
BRS leaders, including K.T.
Rama Rao and Padi Kaush-
ik Reddy, seeking timely
action by the Telangana
Assembly Speaker on dis-
qualification proceedings
pending against 10 MLAs.
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e The Supreme Court on Monday wamed that the Telangana Assembly Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar was in “gross contempt” for delaying a decision on petitions
filed by the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leaders seeking the disqualification of 10
of their MLAs who shifted allegiance to the ruling Congress party in the State.

WA B¢ 4 IR B ddra-l ol [ @1 FAU=RIuT fegef TS JH1G FHR
fewpTiaftharem st t Fufa & &t e & e <R srqmAr 8 8, S URed
g |fafa (BRS) Adrelt gR1 afad &1 18 o, 5 10 feumaet ot saivgar Afd 78 o,
forgi+ o0 | TdRee Hiod UTet o1 1Y ¢ faam Tl

e In July, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai had allowed the
Speaker three months to complete the disqualification proceedings under the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution.

S[ATE B, URd & YT qrmei=r §t.3M%. 795 &1 el el Ui A Wiex &l diay™
& oudl SREE & 5 SralgdT Hrfare! I A & e T WA o1 ww far

o “Either this [disqualification petitions] have to be decided by next week or face
contempt. This is gross contempt. We have already said he does not enjoy
constitutional immunity while acting as a tribunal under the Tenth Schedule. It is up
to him to decide where he wants to spend New Year's day,” Chief Justice Gavai
observed.

T A 39 [T Arfeerai] R 3T Iwdg o Hufa g1 afe, et o SIgH==1 &
TIHAT ST G| T8 IR STHAT ¢ | §9 U8 6 $8 9P & (P aual Id! & dgd Ub
oo & wu # Hrf axa Ig 3% "aur e ufaren e TS g1 Tg A R R B

fo a8 a1 9ra gt fadmT aree,” g iRy Tas A Hall

Speaker’s duty
Cal

e In a previous hearing, the court clarified its power, and duty, to ensure that Speakers,
acting as a quasi-judicial tribunal under the anti-defection law of the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution, did not sit over disqualification petitions till they “die a
natural death” towards the end of the tenure of the House.

foreselt gars , srered = -t f iR Hefey Wy fara fs wtes, S Tfau™ &t
Ul 3T & gaded faRIN B & ded -~ fesgma & U 8 &1 Hvd
<, SNl ATfpblelt B U8 dfed 1 7 & 9 & & Srida & ofd H <wrHifds Hia
W S|

e The court had expressed its resolve to not remain a silent spectator and watch from
the gallery as a Speaker waited six months before the end of the tenure of a
Legislative Assembly only to say “now there is no time left”.

3feTard 3 U8 Tobed oad fhaT UT b 98 e gxfep o g1 9871 3R g =Tet it
fo5 IS TR AU & HRIGTT T BH 9§ B8 TEH Ugd a9 SauR HY 3R e
g “3F JHY T a1 ¢ |

e Justice Gavai had firmly said the court would not allow the Tenth Schedule to be
reduced to a mockery.

T Tas A TGl 4 Bal U1 o SfeTerd gl S &1 UGN | dae &I SAfd
|

e |t had observed that political defections, unless addressed and curbed, had the
power to disrupt democracy.

3eTAd 1 Hel YT [P TS It gadacgd ! AT 3R Faid 78t far man, d Iu8
Apad P ARR B DI &AAT B

e The apex court is hearing petitions filed by BRS leaders, including K.T. Rama Rao
and Padi Kaushik Reddy, seeking timely action by the Telangana Assembly
Speaker on disqualification proceedings pending against 10 MLAs.

i IRy SR Adral, S .8, 391 E 3R Ut SR Y i €
ERT SRR AIIbTsit IR YAars o= 361 7, w10 faemae) & Ry dfed sriwar
HRIATE! TR AT [AUTRHT See GRT HISS HRATS B! T $I TS 5
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Centre reviewing SC ruling on forest
laws and tribal housing, says Minister
GS Ii: Government Scheme |

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
to ensure that flagship
scheme saturation pro-
grammes such as the PM-
JANMAN (for particularly
vulnerable tribal groups,
or PVTG) and DAJGUA (for
Scheduled Tribe villages)
“continue to serve our tri-
bal communities effective-
ly”, Minister for Tribal Af-
fairs Jual Oram has said.

The Minister said the go-
vernment was studying a
recent Supreme Court or-
der that noted a conflict
between the Forest Rights
Act (FRA) and the Forest
Conservation Act (FCA),
which came in a case
where PVTG villagers in
Madhya Pradesh’s Binega
are trying to build PM-
AWAS-sanctioned homes
on forest land over which
they already hold forest
rights titles.

Jual Oram

On September 23, the
court passed an order in
the case explaining that
even though the FRA
(2006) provided for the go-
vernment to undertake
certain “non-forestry” ac-
tivities for providing servic-
es and facilities, notwith-
standing the FCA (1980) it
noted that these pre-
scribed activities did not
explicitly include the con-
struction of pucca hous-
ing. It asked the govern-
ment to find a way forward

where pucca dwellings on
forest land do not come in
conflict with the FCA.

“We have read the Su-
preme Court order and are
in discussion with legal ex-
perts and Ministries in-
volved. We need to ensure
that flagship programmes
like PM-JANMAN and DAJ-
GUA continue to serve our
tribal communities effec-
tively,” Mr. Oram told The
Hindu, just as the govern-
ment was celebrating the
150th birth anniversary
year of tribal icon Birsa
Munda by ramping up re-
gistrations under PM-JAN-
MAN and DAJGUA pro-
grammes.

FRA benefits

Since the court order,
there have been discus-
sions in the Ministry about
the potential impact of the
court’s observations on
these programmes. One
key feature of both these

programmes is that they
use the FRA coverage
across the country as a
means to identify habita-
tions, villages, and com-
munities of STs and satu-
rate them with all basic
government facilities like
power, piped water, mo-
bile network, and govern-
ment-sanctioned housing
under the PM-AWAS.
Further, DAJGUA interven-
tions include identifying
FRA holders and planning
entrepreneurial interven-
tions for them as well.

“This is why the order
might pose a challenge in
the future for these pro-
grammes. The idea is to
find FRA title holders and
then bring benefits to
them,” one government of-
ficial, who has previously
worked on PM-JANMAN,
told The Hindu.

The court is scheduled
to take up the Binega villag-
ers’ case next in December.

Centre reviewing SC ruling on forest laws and tribal housing, says Minister

?mmﬁmmwmﬁ%mﬁW&nwmé,ﬁ
G|

e The Union government has to ensure that flagship scheme saturation programmes
such as the PM-JANMAN (for particularly vulnerable tribal groups, or PVTG) and
DAJGUA (for Scheduled Tribe villages) “continue to serve our tribal communities
effectively”, Minister for Tribal Affairs Jual Oram has said.

H% PR $! I JAYT BT 8 fb PM-JANMAN (RN T I HHSIR ST
gl — PVTG — & forg) 3Tk DAJGUI (3T SiHwTIf Tiat & forg) ot o
Fior13ft & saturation HRIHH “THAR Sfeart ?I'ﬂﬂ'llﬁ D1 U a1 HRd 5, Sfeardt
AmEdl & HA AT SR A gl

e The Minister said the government was studying a recent Supreme Court order that
noted a conflict between the Forest Rights Act (FRA) and the Forest Conservation
Act (FCA), which came in a case where PVTG villagers in Binega, Madhya
Pradesh, are trying to build PM-AWAS-sanctioned homes on forest land over
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which they already hold forest rights titles.

T A BT {5 IRBR BT & G DI M BT LT TR a1 @, ora a1 ISR
SfUfTd (FRA) 3R a1 wRevr 3ff~aw (FCA) & o9 cawra &1 $fa fovan, st 39
A T 3 S5 A W= & fam & PVTG Irior 39 a4l R PM-AWAS &
Wrd TR I I8 §, 5 IR 39 U Ugd ¥ 8 PR g g

e On September 23, the court passed an order in the case explaining that even though
the FRA (2006) provided for the government to undertake certain “non-forestry”
activities for providing services and facilities, notwithstanding the FCA (1980), it noted
that these prescribed activities did not explicitly include the construction of pucca
housing.

23 RIdaR B SfaTerd A 59 7 | 3ee Ui fbar 3R Ty e & g1t FRA
(2006), FCA (1980) & STAv[E, & “TR-G-1HR0r TfAfafer & Hrem & Jard 3R
gfaumd UeM &R B A a1 7, A 37 Tifafaferat & uep smarw fwfor & wy
&Y Y e a1 fbar ot

e It asked the government to find a way forward where pucca dwellings on forest
land do not come in conflict with the FCA.
3{GIAd A WHR Y gl fb TYH IR Udb &R FCA & I THIIG T 7 3¢, 3 for
R el S|

o “We have read the Supreme Court order and are in discussion with legal experts
and Ministries involved. We need to ensure that flagship programmes like PM-
JANMAN and DAJGUA continue to serve our tribal communities effectively,” Mr.
Oram told The Hindu, just as the govemment was celebrating the 150th birth
anniversary year of tribal icon Birsa Munda by ramping up registrations under PM-
JANMAN and DAJGUA programmes.

%ﬂﬁ HIC BT Y g foran 8 3R Bt faiwst 9 waflra wareral & Ty =af

| g GAMT FRA1 8 [ PM-JANMAN 3R DAJGUA SRt T Tieimd gaR
&nﬁaﬁﬂwaﬁuuﬁ@maﬂ—cﬂ@,"sﬂaﬁwﬁ 7 B! Sar, 9d WHR
Srfeardt wdie favar gat1 & 1504} St adf 41 3@t off 3R PM-JANMAN @
DAJGUA S5 H! & dgd Usiieu gel et ot

FRA benefits
FRA <Y

e Since the court order, there have been discussions in the Ministry about the potential
impact of the court’s observations on these programmes.

3(CTCTd & AR & §1a, HATTI | 3 PIHHI WR 31ETerd 1 [Cwfond & Jwifad uvma
®I B Il 81 36! o

e One key feature of both these programmes is that they use the FRA coverage
across the country as a means to identify habitations, villages, and communities of
STs, and saturate them with all basic government facilities like power, piped water,
mobile network, and government-sanctioned housing under the PM-AWAS.

Eaﬁmaﬁwmﬁﬁwa@%%ﬁqﬁmﬁ FRA $aS &1 JUdNT
SIHFRI SISIIedl (STs) 1 SR, Tidl 3R FHer o Ugar 3 & o o
3R TR I8 faTett, UTSy 51d, ASTSd Aedd 3R PM-AWAS & d8d TRGR! STaT ol
Tt g} gfawrelt § 9w ava 7

o Further, DAJGUA interventions include identifying FRA holders and planning
entrepreneurial interventions for them as well.

3ifafkad, DAJGUI TEI&UT & FRA YRebI Bt UgE BT 3R I ford Iaferar
SEIEUY BT o ST A B

o “This is why the order might pose a challenge in the future for these programmes.
The idea is to find FRA title holders and then bring benefits to them,” one
government official, who has previously worked on PM-JANMAN, told The Hindu.

= HRUT T8 MR Hiaw § 7 Hrfeal & fore Ak &9 T g1 R g §
FRA 2T8cd YIRS B! WIS o 3R fihR I8 oy 2T 91" PM-JANMAN &R Ugd &1H
IR g Th BRI USRI A § Fgd! aam

Page2 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

atrioftic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

e The court is scheduled to take up the Binega villagers’ case next December.

3fgrard famm arion & Aa &1 SRl gAars fedar § Sl

International Relations

18/11/2025

The lower judiciary — litigation, pendency, stagnation

Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court of India, headed by the Chief
Justice of India, recently linked the
sense of stagnation in the subordinate
judicial service to prolonged litigation and the
huge pendency in India’s courts. According to the
National Judicial Data Grid, there are 4.69 crore P.R.
cases pending in district courts. Another Bench Ramakrishnan
of the Court has asked judges in Delhi to undergo P s
training due to a lack of basic knowledge. :: acgir ;ﬂi‘:ilawyer

There are a few options to make changes in the
administration of justice.

The Code of Civil Procedure and the Civil Rules
of Practice contemplate procedures to be
followed by courts in entertaining proceedings,
issuing summons to the defendants, and for the
appearance of parties. Subordinate judges handle
this. They are forced to call every suit for the
appearance of parties or order the issue of fresh

18 and receive vakal This takes
up much time in the morning, leaving judges with
very little time for the disposal of cases on merits.
In most subordinate courts, the calling of cases
goes on from 10.30 a.m. till well past noon.
Quality time is lost by attending to such clerical
and ministerial work.

A judicial officer in the lowest rank in
hierarchy can be appointed in every district court
to call all the cases of that particular cadre of
courts (senior civil judges or civil judges or
district munsifs, as the case may be). This court
can do ministerial work the whole day and can
also be assigned with the power to record ex
parte evidence, issue of summons, receiving

kalath and written At the end of the
day, this court can list matters for trial and
arguments the following day in each court. This
list can be posted on the website in the evening.

The cases can be taken up, as in this list, from
10.30 a.m. every day by each court, and these
courts can dispose of matters listed till evening.
Even if some matters are adjourned, the orders
can be still dictated, thus helping in judgements
and case disposal.

The subordinate judiciary, its quality

There was a time when lawyers who practised
law under the tutelage of a reputed lawyer in any
branch of law, with at least 10 years of experience
in the bar, used to be appointed district
munsiffmagistrates. Lawyers with more
experience may also qualify after appearing for
examinations for direct recruitment as district
judges.

But now, judges are appointed without any
experience and find it difficult to cope with the
workload. In many cases, there are a number of
judges who do not even pass orders as they are
not equipped. Therefore, every civil judge or

senior civil judge who is appointed must undergo There are

training with different High Court Benches for a :

few months and observe how a High Court ?Oluunns to
improve the

functions, how High Court judges hear matters,
interact with lawyers, go through the judgments
cited and study how orders are passed. This work
culture by observation is a step that will definitely

working of the
subordinate
judicial service

improve the working of the subordinate judge
judiciary.

Whenever a statute is passed, new provisions
are introduced, purportedly for the quick
disposal of cases. But, in many cases, results are
not achieved for expeditious disposal. On the
contrary, there is a negative impact.

A typical example is Section 12(a) of the
Commercial Courts Act and its provisions making
pre suit mediation mandatory. The Supreme
Court, while interpreting Section12(a), has held,
in Patil vs Rakheja Ei (2022 (7)
ML 139), that this provision is mandatory and
that the plaint is liable to be rejected without pre
suit mediation. In commercial cases, parties who
are in business would have already exchanged
notices. Only where exchange of notices do not
result in settlement, do they resort to a legal
proceeding in court. Therefore, at the time of
filing the suit, it would be known where the
matter is headed. So, where is the need to make
mediation mandatory and direct the plaintiff to
exhaust the remedy of mediation before filing the
claim?

Another example is the six-month cooling-off
period in marriage laws in filing for consent
divorce. The parties concerned often want the
disposal of the case within this period. Once a
couple decides to separate on mutual terms, a
pertinent issue is on whether they should be
forced to wait for six months. Some courts do not
allow this cooling- off period to be dispensed
with, leading to further proceedings and
pendency. It is not known if it is wise to have a
one-year separation in filing a mutual consent
petition, while the same is not applicable in a
contested petition. An untrue declaration is made
by the parties — making it out as if they have been
separated for more than one year — to move a
petition. Some of these provisions result in
pendency and also the litigant facing frustration.

A third example is the new Rent Act. There is
enough confusion already as to whether the
absence of a written registered lease can vest the
rent court with jurisdiction in conflicting judicial
opinion. Armed with the same set of facts, one
can approach a civil or a commercial court (in the
case of commercial lease), but not a rent court.
These anomalies could have been avoided had
the legislation accepted oral lease as well as
delivery of possession recognised by the Transfer
of Property Act, as before. In the case of the lease
of residential properties and small apartments,
parties do not want to spend on stamp duty and
registration fee for lease. The nebulous state of
affairs created through statute is another reason
for pendency in courts.

Archaic procedural law
A number of provisions in the Code of Civil
Procedure have also become a tool for some
litigants to delay proceedings. These provisions
are misused for which there are many examples.
For instance, why should there be a
preliminary decree and final decree in a partition
action? Why cannot one decree be passed

The lower judiciary — litigation, pendency, stagnation

g =arguifereT — aeg-faare,

Reforming Subordinate Judiciary and Reducing Pendency in India

YRA H IR arauifereT § GUR 3R dfad arel &t &0 &

, oeXId

dividing the properties or order sale under the
Partition Act soon after the passing of the decree?

Even if two decrees are contemplated, why
should not the final decree proceeding be an
automatic continuation of the preliminary
decree, without a fresh application causing delay?
Similarly, execution proceedings are not easily
terminated because of many provisions under
Order XXI of the Code which can be used by the
judgment debtors to delay the process of
execution. For example, why should there be 106
rules under Order XXI, many of which are hyper
technical?

Unless drastic steps are taken to modify the
procedure and compel parties to provide ways
and means to satisfy the decree if passed in due
course (even at the stage of framing and the list of
assets by disclosure are made), a citizen will be
forced to visit courts for years to realise his
decree. This will be his plight in respect of all
money claims including arbitration awards
passed in his favour. There is a need to simplify
the process of the execution of decrees and
awards. and it is here that fast track procedure is
needed.

What is important is the quick termination of
the proceeding and not merely the conduct of
trial or further proceedings by way of appeal. The
code might have served the purpose when it was
passed in 1908, but it is unfortunate that even
after amendments in 1976 and 2002, there is still
no solution to have the proceedings concluded
expeditiously.

An example is the Amendment to Order VIII
Rule 1 CPC making it mandatory for a defendant
to file a written statement within 90 days (the
Plaintiff can gather details for years to file the
suit). What happens if the written statement is
filed within 90 days? The suit is still not disposed
of immediately and the trial takes its own course,
especially when the right to appeal is exercised
by the aggrieved party. So, why have a time frame
only for filing the written statement?

This provision has not helped the cause other
than its resulting in slipshod pleadings. While the
time frame is fine when it is about money claims,
it does not work in title suits.

Pendency and the higher judiciary

The issue of there being huge pendency needs to
be addressed by the higher judiciary also. The
termination of a judicial proceeding within a
reasonable time — not a hasty approach to a
proceeding when it commences or is work in
progress — is the urgent need.

Solutions to reduce pendency ought to be
considered. Unless we give up archaic laws and
recruit competent lawyers as judges, we cannot
expect the qualitative disposal of cases. Nor will
pendency reduce.

The subordinate judiciary should be allowed to
function as judges and not be a ministerial court
officer ordering the issue of fresh summons,
receiving vakalathnama and pleadings, and
calling cases and writing notes on the docket for
nearly two hours every day.
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A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India, headed by the Chief Justice of
India, recently linked the sense of stagnation in the subordinate judicial service to prolonged
litigation and the huge pendency in India’s courts. W%ﬂﬁﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬂ:{
o, fore! sregefdl WRd & HoT <IRTe=T ) 38 ¥, A 81d o1 § 3refi-ey <1 Ja1 & aevid
B UG BT Aol GhHGATTN 3R HR B SfgTad! & UK dfad Amat d siaTl

According to the National Judicial Data Grid, there are 4.69 crore cases pending in district
courts. WP TR SeT IS & SIAR, FTa sarerdl # 4.69 HRI$ A df9d 6|

Another Bench of the Court has asked judges in Delhi to undergo training due to a lack of
basic knowledge. 31GTaId &1 Th 37 Ul6  faeelt & <= &f §Hard! M &t Sl & HRUT
TfRTE0r OF Pl FHET B

There are a few options to make changes in the administration of justice. TG & YR |
gead & o $3 fased g

The Code of Civil Procedure and the Civil Rules of Practice contemplate procedures to be
followed by courts in entertaining proceedings, issuing summons to the defendants, and for

the appearance of parties. fifae ufssar wfgar 3R fafaa fAram srare 34 ufssanait ot
HeOH A § OFDT ST GRT BRI WIHR HRA, UIaTedl BHi To SR} S SR T&HRI
@1 IUTRUTT & fTT UTe 1 gial 5 |

Subordinate judges handle this. 39 3refi ey marefier YHTed B

They are forced to call every suit for the appearance of parties or order the issue of fresh
summons and receive vakalathnamas. d g dIG ! U&®RI &I IURITT & forg W gqr U JH-
SR} A 3R THTATHI U IR Bl ST Bl 5 |

This takes up much time in the morning, leaving judges with very little time for the disposal of
cases on merits. 3T Y8 BT HIH! JHT T ST 7, ForaR granh=i & ur ur-ay & 1R
W Al & FYeR & ol 9gd $F 999 991 ¢ |

In most subordinate courts, the calling of cases goes on from 10.30 a.m. till well past noon.
3iferepter srefFy srereral H AHE &I garral Jag 10.30 99 J YR §1E d IadT dT g
Quality time is lost by attending to such clerical and ministerial work. T8 dg ¥ el sk
TS S | uraagul 99T BR1E g Sl

A judicial officer in the lowest rank in hierarchy can be appointed in every district court to call
all the cases of that particular cadre of courts (senior civil judges or civil judges or district

munsifs, as the case may be). B T Srerera o UaldshH T ey ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂm

SRt e fasan ST bt 8 o 39 faRy her @ sreraral (aiks Rifad st ar Rifaa o1 an

forer Gfrw, Siar of A 8 & Gt Ame B gan|

This court can do ministerial work the whole day and can also be assigned with the power to

record ex parte evidence, issue of summons, receiving vakalath and written statements. dg

ferad R fod HATaRie B o Tohdl § 3R 3 ThdRW] &g Gof HH, TH SIR] HA,

HTATHT 3R RId S e 3 &1 e i & o1 gt 51

At the end of the day, this court can list matters for trial and arguments the following day in

each court. IG71 & 3id H T8 SreTad Ud® fErad | SFTal e faarur 3iR adb & foe At &

T S e g

'I%'rhis list can be posted on the website in the evening. g “V'Eﬁ U Bl a'cﬁﬂg_c' R STolt ol bl
I

The cases can be taken up, as in this list, from 10.30 a.m. every day by each court, and these

courts can dispose of matters listed till evening. S JdT & IR &R 3Haed ol 10.30

o A I3T bl § 3R A ASTerd W b Yellag HHG! BT FUERT R Gaval! 8

Even if some matters are adjourned, the orders can be still dictated, thus helping in

judgements and case disposal. Ha gl ) A R g1 oY, e 31t off feaee faru o

o &, forad fAofa 3R ame & Ager | Aeg it

The subordinate judiciary, its quality

Y UIfereT, H@! UG
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There was a time when lawyers who practised law under the tutelage of a reputed lawyer in
any branch of law, with at least 10 years of experience in the bar, used to be appointed

district munsif/magistrates. T IHY YT 579 fH4t ufaf¥d doiad & s sH A HH 10 af aR A

YT dTe aPbId B fora HRIB/AfSRee fFgad fobar Srar Tl

Lawyers with more experience may also qualify after appearing for examinations for direct

recruitment as district judges. 3fem HJHd It gopia forerm =meler & =0 § dteft ol & fo

TRIET G ot IR B 9ahd & |

But now, judges are appointed without any experience and find it difficult to cope with the

workload. AT 3fa forTT foeft srgva & =araefier Fgad fohe 91 § 8iR & SRIUR &1 9rT

A § B3 Hegd HRd g

In many cases, there are a number of judges who do not even pass orders as they are not

%uipped. Fs HAal # T rneher &1 TRean § S gafeid 7 811 & HRUT TSR ddb UIikd el
I

Therefore, every civil judge or senior civil judge who is appointed must undergo training with

different High Court Benches for a few months and observe how a High Court functions,
how High Court judges hear matters, interact with lawyers, go through the judgments cited

and study how orders are passed. SHIAT, ﬁﬁfﬁ B a1 &R [fad ot ar aivy fRifda o &t
$S HelHl & o1e Al e =amarerd sl & A1 UiRiefor o1 afet SR oa a1y fs 3=
AT H8 B IR, 3o ATgTad & TN A Hd d ¢, dhial o oy araard
FRA ©, IgYd Ul BT 3 HRd § SR MR Y Uik 81 5|

This work culture by observation is a step that will definitely improve the working of the
subordinate judge judiciary. e gr1 a8 Sk WW 9T HeH ¢ ol A ©u 3 sty
TR YRUTITehT b HTHBTS H GYR DT

Whenever a statute is passed, new provisions are introduced, purportedly for the quick

disposal of cases. SId lﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁmﬂﬂ@ﬂ% H’QWUHW@TQW% PRI IR R A

& 3t FueRr & f|

But, in many cases, results are not achieved for expeditious disposal. ifpe ﬁm’ﬁlﬂ}f o ofig

fAueR & gRom giRie 781 gid |

On the contrary, there is a negative impact. Eﬂas ﬁtlﬂﬂ, APRIHD YHIT Usdl %I

A typical example is Section 12(a) of the Commercial Courts Act and its provisions making

pre suit mediation mandatory. U ARy IR aifvru® srered Siftfrag ot arT 12(p)

3R 3P UMY § S oAl I Ugd HeORYdl &l 3ifHard &1 & |

The Supreme Court, while interpreting Section12(a), has held, in Patil Automation vs

Rakheja Engineers (2022 (7) MLJ 139), that this provision is mandatory and that the plaint is

liable to be rejected without pre suit mediation. gdtel <qraTay 3 URT 12(h) D TR DR
uifed TSR S I\ Feitf=rad (2022 (7) MLJ 139) B 01 § & g uraym ifard

%ﬂ 3R AHEHT ¥ Ugd HEARIAT & [oHT IGUH SRAIDBR B v g |

In commercial cases, parties who are in business would have already exchanged notices.

arforfeyes HFell § SR 3 dlel Ul Uga 81 ey Bl SHTa-UaM X gob Bid § |

Only where exchange of notices do not result in settlement, do they resort to a legal

proceeding in court. &Had qH o1d AifeHl & MEH-UeH I HueRT 78! 8T, d Wﬁm

BHRIAE! $T TgRI Ad ¢ |

Therefore, at the time of filing the suit, it would be known where the matter is headed. 29,

I SRR A & YUY T8 Ud1 Id i1l § fob HIHaT el ol 8T 3|

So, where is the need to make mediation mandatory and direct the plaintiff to exhaust the

remedy of mediation before filing the claim? @, AegRydT &I i §9F 3R a1t B graT SRR

B Y U AT P SUTT B! JATE P bl (I S Bl ST ehll Bef 872

Another example is the six-month cooling-off period in marriage laws in filing for consent

divorce. T 3R I2TeRUI faaTg AT H WAl dare & fod o8 wea & faad safy 3|

The parties concered often want the disposal of the case within this period. Hafd gl SRR

39 3afy & iR T 1 FAYerT =6 B |

Once a couple decides to separate on mutual terms, a pertinent issue is on whether they

should be forced to wait for six months. aaﬁéacri%r m%ﬂﬁﬁm@ﬁﬁ Dhdl
8, 0 T Ui g1 9% § o o1 3% B8 HelA SauR &R & fore JorsR fasan S anfeu|
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Some courts do not allow this cooling-off period to be dispensed with, leading to further

proceedings and pendency. $& 3eTad 39 faad s@afd &1 Wmﬁ Hﬁqﬁqﬁ o,
foree ot &t Frdaret SR dfed THe §gd &

It is not known if it is wise to have a one-year separation in filing a mutual consent petition,
while the same is not applicable in a contested petition. g JTd :lﬁ% o Tgafd a1®T AR
H | TH T4 BT ERTE G FfaH 5, STafh faaed et a8 Ar el oidl|

An untrue declaration is made by the parties — making it out as if they have been separated
for more than one year — to move a petition. Te/pRY gRT 31 TN Bt o1l § — I8 fg@m
¥ foIe i 3 U avf § 31t gHT T 3T § — 1T 3 9 & fam|

Some of these provisions result in pendency and also the litigant facing frustration. ERL | P
AT dfad Amal 3R Thanarst o FRI=I &1 HROT §d g

A third example is the new Rent Act. TRERT Sarevor 741 foperar s?rlﬁﬁ'q'H%I

There is enough confusion already as to whether the absence of a written registered lease
can vest the rent court with jurisdiction in conflicting judicial opinion. H’s’%ﬁ@ Bl i Y| %
fo fIRed Usiiopd Ug @t rqufRufal & fomman srarad &1 SifieR &= UTwd g1 udbdl § a1 -7a],
RER TR =1 Hd & BRI

Armed with the same set of facts, one can approach a civil or a commercial court (in the case
of commercial lease), but not a rent court. Toh '6°f agl & gy Hﬂ'sc fafaq a1 aftifsus srerad
@O TS & HHQ H) S bl ©, Al B Sarad gl

These anomalies could have been avoided had the legislation accepted oral lease as well as
delivery of possession recognised by the Transfer of Property Act, as before. T fogfoar
Telt S Faet off afg faum = Aifds ug SR Jufy gxaiaror sifUferay gR1 arad U et o1
fSeiiaRt &1 Ugl i TRe WieR fobar gid|

In the case of the lease of residential properties and small apartments, parties do not want to
spend on stamp duty and registration fee for lease. Smarfiy Huftar 3R B srurdde & t@ &
e B Uef WY Yeob 3R USIHR0N Yob W T gl BT e |

The nebulous state of affairs created through statute is another reason for pendency in

courts. FTA gRT FAfifa sray fRUfa srererdt & wifea Ama &1 T 3R RS

Archaic Procedural Law

T UfehaTed® B

A number of provisions in the Code of Civil Procedure have also become a tool for some
litigants to delay proceedings. IGICGRIER '\‘ﬂ%?ﬂ & ﬁ UI9YUT oS Wﬁﬂﬁﬁ %ﬁfﬂ!
HRIATG! H G HRA BT YD §9 T § |

These provisions are misused for which there are many examples. ?HEI'I’q’"cﬂ:ﬁ Eal Wﬂ @31
¢ forad &8 ISR B

For instance, why should there be a preliminary decree and final decree in a partition action?
JETER0 & oY, deaR o Bk § RS St ok sifaw fewt 3t gt anfeu?

Why cannot one decree be passed dividing the properties or order sale under the Partition
Act soon after the passing of the decree? Ud> ol [t gt 81 gId &1 I bl e dufwat
1 fquTeH a1 dearT siftfaw & dgd fSo! uIikd 819 & qRd a1¢ faiehl o1 31T 812

Even if two decrees are contemplated, why should not the final decree proceeding be an
automatic continuation of the preliminary decree, without a fresh application causing delay?

A 1 2 oo &Y el Bl T B, ST o) B BriaTe! TR e 1 Wal: FReRal ot e
B =R, fomr =18 3ol & Gl &) 1 BRI a9 872

Similarly, execution proceedings are not easily terminated because of many provisions under
Order XXI of the Code which can be used by the judgment debtors to delay the process of

execution. 31 RE, e HRIATE! ST & THIG =51 gl ifcs Algal & SATGRT XXI & Hs
Ty & foret IuanT FAufg-woft frere uftsar & 38 v & forg o Ia B
For example, why should there be 106 rules under Order XXI, many of which are hyper

t%?chnical? J<TERT & T, 3Me=T XXI & dgd 106 faH i 11 =1, o H T s 3ifd dob-itep!
2
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Unless drastic steps are taken to modify the procedure and compel parties to provide ways
and means to satisfy the decree if passed in due course (even at the stage of framing and the
list of assets by disclosure are made), a citizen will be forced to visit courts for years to realise

his decree. ST§ T UfthdT § 3T SEATT R U&HR! & ST TP TR & i Juasd PR
& forg aren 18T o S1raT (W €1 e, FeRor & wRor § € Juf & Gl Uehc iRl gRT §1s
Q), RIS B 30T {3t U e & forw anf ao sierad & gah? M US|
This will be his plight in respect of all money claims including arbitration awards passed in his
fg%)ur. T fRUfy Tt e et o 39 ger § uiid Hereyar R W wnfte €, & ey |

I
There is a need to simplify the process of the execution of decrees and awards. et 3R
RIGR! & TG B UichaT &1 IR T B SaRIHaT g |
and it is here that fast track procedure is needed. 3R uf?fméwm B HTIH 5|
What is important is the quick termination of the proceeding and not merely the conduct of
trial or further proceedings by way of appeal. ﬂ%ﬁ'ﬂ;ﬂfm &1 g gaUA 8 7 fb dad
fa=Ror a1 Sfdiet GRT S 1 BriaTE |

The code might have served the purpose when it was passed in 1908, but it is unfortunate
that even after amendments in 1976 and 2002, there is still no solution to have the
proceedings concluded expeditiously. dfgar 1908 H TIRkd Eﬁ TR YT G%Qq Ry far @W
AfesH 197%6 3R 2002 & TRMYA & a1 Hf HRIATS B 2T T TR BT DIs GHIYH 7 BT
gHIOYUl 5

An example is the Amendment to Order VIII Rule 1 CPC making it mandatory for a defendant
to file a written statement within 90 days (the Plaintiff can gather details for years to file the

suit). T IETERUT M= VIl Fraw 1 Ryfaer uftear wfgar & T=iem § form ufdarct & fore 90
fe & iR fafad sam <ifed s sifard fean @l are R oA & foe auf ae faaRor
T B gl 9|

What happens if the written statement is filed within 90 days? gfe 90 fa=T & iR ffed sam
SIRed R fean S df 1 gl &7

The suit is still not disposed of immediately and the trial takes its own course, especially when
the right to appeal is exercised by the aggrieved party. dlq 3t ot Td fgeran 78T S iR
fARIROT 3101 Il o 7, =iy Fu 9 o9 Uifed ver sria &1 SifieR T S 5

So, why have a time frame only for filing the written statement? I, fafed sa™ gied &1 &
forg g1 gug-diar i ge

This provision has not helped the cause other than its resulting in slipshod pleadings. 9
UIae = AToRaTe ffed st & Sramar farslt 3= @1 gfd -1gi @i

While the time frame is fine when it is about money claims, it does not work in title suits. Y

a1al & A A GHY-THT 31 8, A Wi argl A I8 &1 78! SRl

Pendency and the higher judiciary

difad AT 3R I ATauIferaT

The issue of there being huge pendency needs to be addressed by the higher judiciary also.

URY diferd A &1 Gel 3o aruiiere! o o ASifd &1 ghm |

The termination of a judicial proceeding within a reasonable time — not a hasty approach to a

proceeding when it commences or is work in progress — is the urgent need.

?mﬁwﬁw—m%ﬁmaﬁwﬁmmﬁ—ww
I

Solutions to reduce pendency ought to be considered. dfed A B HH B S JHIYH TR

faaR g1 =fgul

Unless we give up archaic laws and recruit competent lawyers as judges, we cannot expect

the qualitative disposal of cases. SId d® RERIEIR] d>|~j;-|\|' Cal iS\ISuCh‘{ e g idl ol TR

&1 1, TraaTgul A FueR &t Iwfie T8t &I o Wbl |

Nor will pendency reduce. | B difad AFd &9 8|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

@ AN GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticl AS
Patriotic [/

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The subordinate judiciary should be allowed to function as judges and not be a ministerial
court officer ordering the issue of fresh summons, receiving vakalathnama and pleadings, and
calling cases and writing notes on the docket for nearly two hours every day. 3{

TUTTIHT B ATTENRT Bt aRE B B DI 3 g AT A o HATARI® Srererd! iRy
I ARG S B IS AHAT &) B T AU JAA JRT HRA, G- SR frfad sam o a3,
A gAM 3R STdhe | Ale fora &1 w11 &R

Power grab

General Munir’s indirect coup in
Pakistan could backfire on him

T he 27th amendment to Pakistan’s Consti-

tution, passed on November 13, formalis-
es what has long been an open secret —
that the military establishment pulls the strings
behind a facade of democracy. Gen. Asim Munir,
the army chief, has been steadily consolidating
power, and the Shehbaz Sharif coalition govern-
ment operates with his blessings. In May, after a
brief conflict with India, the government elevated
Gen. Munir to the rank of Field Marshal - the se-
cond five-star General after Ayub Khan. The
amendment goes further, restructuring the mili-
tary command and the judiciary. It rewrites Arti-
cle 243 of Pakistan’s Constitution, introducing a
post — Chief of Defence Forces, who will exercise
authority over the Army, Navy and Air Force; the
army chief will also serve as the Chief of Defence
Forces. It also creates the post of Commander of
the National Strategic Command, to oversee nu-
clear and strategic assets. The commander will
be appointed by the Prime Minister on the Army
chief’s recommendation. Most strikingly, the
amendment offers life-long immunity from crimi-
nal proceedings to any officer elevated to a five-
star rank — currently, Gen. Munir — as well as the
President. Five-star officers will remain in un-
iform for life and can be removed only through
an impeachment-like process under Article 47.
In effect, Gen. Munir will be the new central-
ised power centre in the establishment. The
amendment also strips the Supreme Court of its
authority to interpret the Constitution, establish-
ing a new constitutional court whose judges will
be appointed by the government. Several senior
judges have resigned in protest. Democracy has
hardly been Pakistan’s strong point. Yet, civil so-
ciety and segments of the political class have, at
critical moments, resisted powerful generals, re-
claiming limited democratic space. Today, ho-
wever, the ruling elite seem more willing than ev-
er to play second fiddle to the generals. The only
mainstream politician challenging Gen. Munir is
Imran Khan, in prison for more than two years.
With a weakened government and an opposition
leadership behind bars, Gen. Munir is expanding
his authority with the full comfort of constitu-
tional protection. But the story of the rise of Pa-
kistan’s military strongmen typically ends with
their eventual downfall. His power grab comes at
a time when the country is fighting an insurgency
in the tribal areas. Relations with India and Af-
ghanistan are at a low. Imran Khan’s PTI conti-
nues to challenge the ‘hybrid’ civil-military rule
from the streets. And the economy is in chronic
distress. Gen. Munir’s response to these challeng-
es was to stage an indirect coup using supine pol-
iticians. It could backfire sooner rather than later.

e Most strikingly, the amendment offers life-long immunity from criminal proceedings to any
officer elevated to a five-star rank — currently, Gen. Munir — as well as the President.

Powergrab
TR A

e General Munir’s indirect coup in Pakistan could
backfire on him
TRA GAR D1 UTichea™ § 3{Ude dRedTIee (coup) 3o UR
I US THhdI 5|

e The 27th amendment to Pakistan’s Constitution,
passed on November 13, formalises what has long been an
open secret — that the military establishment pulls the strings
behind a facade of democracy. & Tiau™ &1 274t
R, 13 AdaR o Uikd a1 7, S dd 99 9 T ga
%mw%—%@wuﬁmaﬁw’aaﬁ&ns'%%@ﬁﬁﬂam

I

¢ Gen. Asim Munir, the army chief, has been steadily
consolidating power, and the Shehbaz Sharif coalition
government operates with his blessings. QHT‘EH&I, SRd
R TR, TAR ek BT THHA IR 3@ 8, AR gaTet
NG e WRBR 3% AM=fidie I arferd gl &t |

¢ In May, after a brief conflict with India, the
government elevated Gen. Munir to the rank of Field
Marshal — the second five-star General after Ayub Khan.

U3 d, YRd & Iy I oY & 918, WPHR A o-Rd Gk
DI Bies AR & UGd! b Gdl 36T — 3gd T & dlg
TR UH-dRT §+Rd |

e The amendment goes further, restructuring the
military command and the judiciary. TMeA 3R &Hﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂ%
I HUM SR IS BT RIS BT 6|

e |t rewrites Article 243 of Pakistan’s Constitution,
introducing a post — Chief of Defence Forces, who will
exercise authority over the Army, Navy and Air Force; the
army chief will also serve as the Chief of Defence Forces.

Ig U™ & AU & 3rgsdg 243 &I R 3 foradi 6, &
Te U1 Rl § — V&1 Feil & T, S 91, /1 3R
IR SHABR BT TANT BT, YA I Tl & T &

U H ot a1 &7

e |t also creates the post of Commander of the
National Strategic Command, to oversee nuclear and
strategic assets. g P FHH & FHIST & UG
! off 99T B, TR 3R e TuRat @ R & o

e The commander will be appointed by the Prime
Minister on the Army chief's recommendation. HHISX

FUTH GRT AT U & RIwGIRer W Fged fosar s
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MydoS ¥ W, RMe fardt Ht SR I Uig-dRT Ugdl dd Sdl 36 R RIS
FriaTedl ¥ 3MTelia JT UGH Bl § — IHM H, SHRe IR — T1Y g Agufa 31|
Five-star officers will remain in uniform for life and can be removed only through an
impeachment-like process under Article 47. U/H-dRT BRI ST WR a?ffﬁ@ﬁ 3R Had
TG 47 P ded HeHANT St ufehar & Areqd | geTy S Yol |

In effect, Gen. Munir will be the new centralised power centre in the establishment. Wff,
SR GHIR Ufag™ # a1 Hefiepd e dx gl

The amendment also strips the Supreme Court of its authority to interpret the Constitution,
establishing a new constitutional court whose judges will be appointed by the government.

TN G I I AU o1 TR HA & RABR B off B A 7, T a1 Haen- s

ITTeR R el § Foraes -aranedier TRBHR gRT fAgad fag sman

Several senior judges have resigned in protest. Eb_ic IRy amanefer faRiy ﬁ{&ﬂuﬂ%q%%

1I%%mocrgcy has hardly been Pakistan’s strong point. FﬁWHW ¥ g uifpar &1 Holdd
BRIzl

Yet, civil society and segments of the political class have, at critical moments, resisted

powerful generals, reclaiming limited democratic space. i oft, fSfaa ?ﬁﬂ]%‘cﬁ 3R o

o & Wi - Tgayuf &UT H TGl S-Ral Bl iRty a1 g, Witd dadie ®IH &I gH:

T fran g

Today, however, the ruling elite seem more willing than ever to play second fiddle to the

generals. 3T, BTdifdh, JMA®H TSI I SRl & T GER Ao &1 YA fAHM & forg

UEd A el 31 5P T ]

The only mainstream politician challenging Gen. Munir is Imran Khan, in prison for more

than two years. S¥IRE FAIR &1 AT S aTaT THHT IR 61 T AR W &, Sl &l

¥ § 3% T A Sa A B

With a weakened government and an opposition leadership behind bars, Gen. Munir is

expanding his authority with the full comfort of constitutional protection. PHHGR TRBR 3R

fauelt A o & T B & Ty, SARE AR T JRem o1 guf YT & T So I
o1 fIR TR} B

But the story of the rise of Pakistan’s military strongmen typically ends with their eventual

downfall. Aid BT & T WIFTH & 3G DI HEM! AR UR 37 S Ua & 1y
T el B

His power grab comes at a time when the country is fighting an insurgency in the tribal areas.
I ! Tl ERITM ) U1 a9 ) @ O S SRy & | fagie @ o | el

Relations with India and Afghanistan are at a low. HIRd 3R PR & I ey Ay
TR WG

Imran Khan'’s PTI continues to challenge the ‘hybrid’ civil-military rule from the streets. AT
@I B! PTI Ig! A Hebe Rifaer-8-0 21 1 I o1 Sl e g B!

And the economy is in chronic distress. 3R srfegaw W Jabe A B

Gen. Munir’s response to these challenges was to stage an indirect coup using supine
politicians. 37 Il & T FRE FAIR H1 Ufifohar dc §T ISHarst &1 ITANT I T
aediyelc dxHAT UT|

It could backfire sooner rather than later. I8 &1 H 7 8IdR oleg 6] 3Tl TS o dl %I
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India needs to ‘connect, build and revive’ with Africa
oS 11 IR:Atrica_ JENRVICE ]

India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-I1I). The

2015 summit was a moment of
significance. Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic
imagination under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India had welcomed representatives from
all 54 African states.

Since then India has added 17 new missions
across Africa. Trade has surpassed $100 billion.
Investment flows are gathering pace. India’s
support for Africa’s global voice has grown. It was
key in ensuring full membership for the African
Union in the G-20. It is now time to take stock,
not only of promises made but also of the
foundations laid.

T en years ago, New Delhi hosted the last

The opportunities and chall

By 2050, one in four people on earth will be in
Africa. India will be the world’s third largest
economy. Between these two lies a potential
growth corridor of commerce, demography,
technology and aspiration.

India is among Africa’s top five investors, with
cumulative investments of $75 billion. However,
the underlying model has shifted. From ports to
power lines, vaccine production to digital tools,
the message for engagement is clear. Build
together.

The evolution of ties is visible. In April 2025,
India and nine African navies (Comoros, Djibouti,
Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, the
Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania) exercised
together in the first Africa-India Key Maritime
Engagement (AIKEYME), initiating a security
partnership rooted in shared oceanic geography.

India’s Exim Bank recently extended a $40
million commercial credit line to the ECOWAS
Bank for Investment and Development (EBID) —
modest in scale, but a signal of interest in

Syed Akbaruddin
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Kautilya School
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Ten years after
India hosted the
last India-Africa
Forum Summit,
the next chapter
needs

to be written

African-led development. Education remains a
trusted pillar.

The new campus of IIT Madras, in Zanzibar, is
the most visible example. Behind it stands
decades of knowledge partnerships, including the
Pan-African e-Network and India’s Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
programme, which continue to train thousands
across the continent.

These are not isolated efforts but part of a
growing web. Beyond that, India continues to
push for African representation in global
institutions and contributes to United Nations
peacekeeping missions on the continent.

India’s trade with Africa is growing, but it still
lags behind China. Indian firms arrive full of
promise but are often slowed by small balance
sheets and bureaucratic drag. The temptation to
scale back is real, but erroneous.

Instead, India must move up the value chain.
That means co-investing in future-facing sectors —
green hydrogen, electric mobility and digital
infrastructure. Africa today is asserting its terms.
The African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) is laying the groundwork for a single
continental market. India’s UPI and digital stack
can complement this transformation. Alas, tools
alone are not strategy. Delivery is. In cities such as
Kigali (Rwanda), Nairobi (Kenya) and Lagos
(Nigeria), African innovation ecosystems are
growing. But the competition is global.

The human link

India’s most enduring export to Africa is not
technology. It is talent. Nearly 40,000 Africans
have studied in India in the last decade, through
the ITEC, the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) and the e-Network platforms.
Many have returned to shape policy, run

India needs to ‘connect, build and revive’ with Africa
YR 1 BIBT P HIY ‘connect, build and revive’ ®Y 1 ATTIIHdT &

India-Africa Relations: Ten Years After IAFS-lII

HRA-3THIRT Ha: IAFS-Il & &9 94 d1¢

ministries or lead innovation back home. They
are living bridges that carry trust across borders.
The movement is not one way. African

students, athletes and entrepreneurs are carving
their space in India. Nigerian footballers such as
Ranti Martins have become household names.
The Indian cricket team’s fast bowling coach is
South Africa’s Morne Morkel. African voices are
present in India’s universities and laboratories.
The partnership is not just strategic. It is lived.

Looking to the future
If India wants to sustain this momentum, three
moves matter.

First, connect finance to real outcomes. Every
line of credit must lead to something visible and
valuable. Public finance must de-risk, not
displace, private capital.

Second, build an India-Africa digital corridor.
This should rest not only on UPI and India Stack
but also on Africa’s digital strengths. Together, we
can co-develop platforms for health, education
and payments that serve the Global South.

Third, revive the institutional backbone. The
IAFS has not met since 2015. That Summit, at Mr.
Modi’s insistence, brought all of Africa together.
As its chief coordinator, this writer saw first-hand
the diplomatic energy it released. It is time to
bring that spirit back as a date on India’s
diplomatic calendar.

There was a time when merchants crossed the
Indian Ocean in search of spice and gold. Today,
India and Africa are not just exchanging goods.
They are beginning to exchange confidence,
capacity, ideas, and connecting futures.

A decade after India welcomed all of Africa to
Delhi, the next chapter needs to be written. India
once extended a hand to the whole of Africa.
Now it is time to join hands and build together.

e Ten years ago, New Delhi hosted the last India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-III). 29 9 Ugd,
T3 faeelt 7 3MRaSY India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-II) &1 ASEHT Bt

e The 2015 summit was a moment of significance. 2015 fRRER T HEd BT &7 T

e Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic imagination under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India
had welcomed representatives from all 54 African states. FUTHA g Tt & ﬁqa o URd
DI Felidd Head | Th Bai ® ffgd Hd §U, HRd 3 Gt 54 3Mptat Irsal o Uil

&1 WHTd foa|

e Since then India has added 17 new missions across Africa. I8 I HRd = 3THIHT A 17 Gy

A S g

e Trade has surpassed $100 billion. IR 100 faferaT STeR ¥ 1f¥% 1 g&1 5|
¢ Investment flows are gathering pace. IECRREIRRIIR] W@%I
e India’s support for Africa’s global voice has grown. &mﬁma%%% W%ﬁﬂ! YRd T

g e gl

e It was key in ensuring full membership for the African Union in the G-20. dg G-20 T 3rplat

TY & YUl Fexgar YA = & Agayuf o1l

e Itis now time to take stock, not only of promises made but also of the foundations laid. 3d

THT g fR91E @R &1, 7 Had U Y d1gl T sfeeh T TS =g o1 i
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The opportunities and challenges

3EER SR gHIfaar

By 2050, one in four people on earth will be in Africa. 2050 b, Judl IR IR | ¥ T fad

3TpIDT | BRI

India will be the world’s third largest economy. HRd @ﬁfﬂ CARIRSRURS RS CEl SrfeawT g

Between these two lies a potential growth corridor of commerce, demography, technology

and aspiration. 3 Gl & S ATOTeY, SFEIRSI], UENf! 3R TSI P Uh JHTAT fabrg

TR B

India is among Africa’s top five investors, with cumulative investments of $75 billion. HRd

3pidT & MY Uig vl & 9 e 7, o Jerit Fawr 75 Al ster 81

However, the underlying model has shifted. gTdlifop, Jfaffed Alsd sgd T gl

From ports to power lines, vaccine production to digital tools, the message for engagement is

gear TR  FaroTelt 1A o, SR STe @ FeRied U do, S[STd & T Tarer e
I

Build together. I R S|

The evolution of ties is visible. Tatl &1 fawRT faws Sar g

In April 2025, India and nine African navies (Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar,
Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania) exercised together in
the first Africa-India Key Maritime Engagement (AIKEYME), initiating a security partnership
rooted in shared oceanic geography 30 2025 fl HRA 3R 3piept At (

Rrgel, =T, ASTITERR, THAR, TifRDs, A9, Sfa0T 3T 31k e 3 ugeh
Africa-India Key Maritime Engagement (AIKEYME) T TH 1Y 3R foba, S A
TR Yid | ffed YRam Trier &1 Heid HRal ¢l

India’s Exim Bank recently extended a $40 million commercial credit line to the ECOWAS
Bank for Investment and Development (EBID) — modest in scale, but a signal of interest in

African-led development. YRd & Exim Bank = §1d 8 §# ECOWAS Bank for Investment and
Development (EBID) &1 40 fAferaT STaR &1 Saqiile Hise a5 sers — TAM | 9,
AfdT S1thiet A aret fasra o S &1 Hobd |

Education remains a trusted pillar. fR1&T T fay&-1g Ty &=t E‘sc%I

The new campus of lIT Madras, in Zanzibar, is the most visible example. IT A& b1 7
Y SR & Jad fawTs o a1el SareRu 5

Behind it stands decades of knowledge partnerships, including the Pan-African e-Network
and India’s Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme, which
continue to train thousands across the continent. m Ui S2d] & I ?IT%ETE}TW hT YR %
fSr9H Pan-African e-Network 3fR HRd &7 Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC) SRishH MU ¢, S HETEIT 4R T §9IR] &1 WA H3A1 oIRY 39l ¢ |

These are not isolated efforts but part of a growing web. T SAT-YT YT el dch Tﬁﬁ I
CaRRESS iG]

Beyond that, India continues to push for African representation in global institutions and
contributes to United Nations peacekeeping missions on the continent. sﬂﬁ? SHATdl, YRd

A TRy A 3npie! ufafAfta & fo gara STeran e %@TW“WWW%
et & FTe St 7
India’s trade with Africa is growing, but it still lags behind China. HRd &Il 3PIHT o AT HATUR
§¢ T 8, Aft g enft s i A g 1
Indian firms arrive full of promise but are often slowed by small balance sheets and
bureaucratic drag. HRAIg HUFAT argl T 4= 31 € QB SRR B 9 e 3R ApRe!
Tifie grT it 81 St B
The temptation to scale back is real, but erroneous. tﬂ‘&%ﬁﬁtﬁﬁ‘lﬂ W%’ dAfea
YHD |
I;ns%t%ad, India must move up the value chain. EHQ?EIGITJ lﬂ?ﬁﬁ&?& %j'@ﬁTﬁWGTHT

I
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That means co-investing in future-facing sectors — green hydrogen, electric mobility and
digital infrastructure. 39&1 Aqad HiAE=IET &5 | 98-Fow a1 — gikd g1gsio,
gafdes difafadt ok fefred ShReaR |

Africa today is asserting its terms. 3MHIHT TS GN’*ﬁQI?fW‘ITQET%I

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is laying the groundwork for a single
continental market. African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Udh Udhd HglgIUr SISl
& 1T SMYR TIR HR BT 8|

India’s UPI and digital stack can complement this transformation. HRd T UPI 3R f&frea
W 39 IRad & Rep a1 JhaT g |

Alas, tools alone are not strategy. g1, SUHRUI 3ol RO T&ﬂ’%l

Delivery is. et 31

In cities such as Kigali (Rwanda), Nairobi (Kepya) and Lagos (Nigeria), African innovation

ecosystems are growing. TERI S fmmTedt (Ydrsi), Rt (=) 3R AR (ATgSitean)
PIHT TAEAR TR o 9g 1 B
But the competition is global. @ Uferae’ afys g1

The human link

HHAY &Y

India’s most enduring export to Africa is not technology. HRd &bl 3{TpipT & ot Jag Rt
frafa Urenfiet 781 5

It is talent. Ig Elﬁf‘l-ﬂ%I

Nearly 40,000 Africans have studied in India in the last decade, through the ITEC, the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the e-Network platforms. Usd % 1-ll STHIT
40,000 SMPIHNTEC, HRIT HiXpfad Jae Uf¥ug (ICCR) 3R §-Acdd WehH & A1y §
HYRd A Ug g g

Many have returned to shape policy, run ministries or lead innovation back home. Hs AN
e ifa i o2 3B §, Harerd Iem 38 8 31 399 3 H Fa™R &7 Add B | ¢

They are living bridges that carry trust across borders. g Shifad gd % S et & uR fay o
STd g

The movement is not one way. dg T THeRBT :I?f%I

African students, athletes and entrepreneurs are carving their space in India. W@Tﬂ,
Tyl 3R ITH YRA | U 18 &1 36 © |

Nigerian footballers such as Ranti Martins have become household names. :lT'a"Gﬁﬁ'Clﬁ
HealeRr oY ¥l AIfEH R-R B AH ST b 5 |

The Indian cricket team’s fast bowling coach is South Africa’s Morne Morkel. YR fhare
& & o1 el BId a0 (i & HiF Hidd o |

African voices are present in India’s universities and laboratories. YRd & fayfaemeat 3R
TARTRITANST § Sfvhiap! STaTs! HIGG & |

The partnership is not just strategic. g AIIGR] dhad UHIA® gl %I

Itis lived. I8 Siad %

Looking to the future

yfawr #1 ik I@a gU

If India wants to sustain this momentum, three moves matter. g HRd ﬁ‘Tﬁf Ca| JHT XG-T
g 7, A ofiF Her Hea@yuf 8

First, connect finance to real outcomes. Ugd, fad &Y ardfae fomat T Gﬂ@l

Every line of credit must lead to something visible and valuable. X Pige WW%@%@

aTe 3R Head g1 I1igu|
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Public finance must de-risk, not displace, private capital. g fad fAsh ijﬁ P SIRIA-
Tad &, fawifid &

Second, build an India-Africa digital corridor. g1, Udh YRA-AWIPT fSfored BilRSR
EEl

This should rest not only on UPI and India Stack but also on Africa’s digital strengths. g
FId UPI 3R $f3a1 R R 781 afcp 3rpie &t fefea dieval R +ft et g =ikl

Together, we can co-develop platforms for health, education and payments that serve the

Global South. 89 T1Y fiieie” T, e 3R YiaH & forg U8 wewiH gg-fawRa o god
g off Tiiad |18y &I Jar |

Third, revive the institutional backbone. ?ﬂw, JRINTd ﬂ?{ Eblftfﬁfﬁaﬂ B

The IAFS has not met since 2015. IAFS2015 & 3{d A% g1 4ol ¢ |

That Summit, at Mr. Modi’s insistence, brought all of Africa together. 39 R gia 7 ot
T} & 38 TR I 31T B U A1 AT 7|

As its chief coordinator, this writer saw first-hand the diplomatic energy it released. ERiCa =0
JI9g% & U H, TGH 1 WG Y HeAad ol b ol 5t 399 At

It is time to bring that spirit back as a date on India’s diplomatic calendar. WW% Y HIg-T
B YR & Felfdd baex H Th dRIG & U & a9y a= &

There was a time when merchants crossed the Indian Ocean in search of spice and gold.

T 91 T 51d AR} H91e 3R 94 &1 aarT § g #eRIR UR $=d Y|

Today, India and Africa are not just exchanging goods. 3l HRd 3R 3{TPIBT had HIT Bl
3{TEH-U&H &l R 3B |

They are beginning to exchange confidence, capacity, ideas, and connecting futures. 3
STATIYI, &, faaRY BT SMEH-UEH = IR B § 3R U &l s 37 B

A decade after India welcomed all of Africa to Delhi, the next chapter needs to be written.
el & QY SMPIdT BT WHTd B & U axId dlG, SRTA S foram ST &t 5 |

India once extended a hand to the whole of Africa. HRd ﬁ@ dR Cf\’ 3PIhT DI 3R BIY dell
Tl

Now it is time to join hands and build together. 3{d JHYg %‘ HUAEGIE] 3R 1Y R a9 1
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India oil firms
bag first-ever
US.LPG

import deal
GS II: IR: India-US |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s public-sector oil
companies have success-
fully concluded a one-year
deal to import liquified pe-
troleum gas (LPG) from the
U.S. Gulf Coast, Union Mi-
nister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri said on Monday.

In a post on X, he said
India would source about
2.2 million tonne per an-
num (MTPA) of LPG from
the U.S. Gulf Coast for the
contract year 2026 — mak-
ing it the “first structured
contract of U.S. LPG for the
Indian market”.

He added the deal
would represent 10% of In-
dia’s annual imports in the
sector during 2026.

“A team of officials from
Indian OQil, Bharat Petro-
leum and Hindustan Petro-
leum engaged in discus-
sions with major US.
producers over the last few
months, which concluded
now,” he stated.

The move comes against
the backdrop of India fac-
ing 50% tariffs on exports
to the U.S. and many In-
dian Ministers’ stating In-
dia would like to import
more energy from the U.S.

(With inputs from T.C.A.
Sharad Raghavan)

India oil firms bag first-ever U.S. LPG import deal

YR dd Huf~al 3 ugel! IR @RS LPG 3mard |ar
HIGGRGR I

e India’s public-sector oil companies have successfully
concluded a one-year deal to import liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from the
U.S. Gulf Coast, Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Monday.

YR & e &7 Bt a8 Huf-al 3 TP 99 F1 W THadgas R T
forar & e ded smifta! e ®iRe T Sdiyd USiferad T4 (LPG) 31T &t
WG, U8 S1d S ugiferad ﬁm%ﬁmmwﬁ@w

D Dol

e Inaposton X, he said India would source about 2.2 million
tonne per annum (MTPA) of LPG from the U.S. Gulf Coast for the contract
year 2026 — making it the “first structured contract of U.S. LPG for the

Indian market”.

X R TH URE & I51H Bl [ YR I8¢ I8 2026 & 3ARSD! T HRe
LT 2.2 T e ufa af (MTPA) LPG U &7 — R g8 “uRda
SIOIR & forT smR® LPG &1 ygar |xfud srgaer &= Se|

e He added the deal would represent 10% of India’s annual

imports in the sector during 2026.

35 el fob Tg A1 2026 H SR 39 &7 H HRA & aIfed TATd BT 10%

Gl

e “A team of officials from Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and
Hindustan Petroleum engaged in discussions with major U.S. producers
over the last few months which concluded now,” he stated.
3¢ g, "SRET sifad, YR Teiiran 3R Rgear deimam &
ISR B U <1 A {UBd & HeH! 4 U E SHR®! IdGH! I ardl B,
S 3fF U g5 1"

e The move comes against the backdrop of India facing 50% tariffs
on exports to the U.S. and many Indian Ministers’ stating India would like to
import more energy from the U.S.

Ig HeH U8 THY 31 § Ofd HRd BT AR Bl T IR 50% e 31
T BT US TE1 & 3R B HRAY 633 7 U8 Ser g b yRd smier 3

3R 3Uf¥rep FHelt AT BT IEdl 3|

Page3 7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

atriotic [

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

ECB board revamp exposes diversity

failings that could impact policy

Four of six ECB board members replaced in the next two years; small countries fight it out for the vice president’s job; ECB’s policy-making bodies

have a poor diversity record; central banking still largely dominated by men; 2020 study suggests women are more hawkish in fighting inflation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
FRANKFURT

uro zone officials
E have embarked on a

tWo-year process to
replace most of the Euro-
pean Central Bank’s execu-
tive board, including Presi-
dent Christine Lagarde,
raising questions along the
way about how well the in-
stitution represents the pe-
ople it serves.

In contrast to the US.
Federal Reserve, which
gets a new leader next year
and faces criticism from
the Trump administration
over interest rates, the ECB
can be sure its indepen-
dence will not be chal-
lenged in the reshuffle and
policy will not be
questioned.

Yet, the same EU institu-
tional complexities that
shield the ECB from polit-
ies in deciding policy, have
also left it trailing the alrea-
dy-weak diversity record of
global central banking — a
field dominated by white
men from big Western
economies.

The first chance to ad-
dress some of the dispari-
ties comes early next year
when the term of ECB Vice
President Luis de Guindos
of Spain expires.

Blind spots

The lack of geographic,
gender and ethnic diversi-
ty, critics argue, leaves the

Green light: ECB can be sure its independence will not be challenged in the reshuffle reuTers

ee

bank with blind spots on
the economy of a 20n ation
bloc of 350 million people.
Policymakers may lack the
full picture on how house-
holds really experience
hardships, inflation and in-
terest rates.

The bank’s lack of diver-
sity is glaring. On its 26
member rate-setting Go-
verning Council, there are
24 men. All the 20 national
central bank governors
that sit on this council,se-
lected in national capitals,
are men. Meanwhile the
six-person board, picked
through the EU, has been
dominated by men frem
the big four euro zone
members — France, Ger-
many, Italy and Spain.
Former communist coun-
tries in the east, making up
a third of the bloc, have
never held a seat.

Onits 26 member
rate-setting Governing
Council, there are 24
men; all 20 national
central bank governors
sitting on the council,
selected in national
capitals, are men

The six board members,
‘who sit on the council, run
the ECB’s day-to-day oper-
ations. Ms. Lagarde, a
former French Economy
Minister, is the first woman
to have led the board.
Since its inception in 1998,
women have held 19% of
ECB board seats.

“When it comes to fe-
male representation, the
ECB’s track record is ap-
palling,” Maria Demertzis,

economy, strategy and fi-
nance center leader for Eu-
rope at The Conference
Board think-tank said.

“Diversity matters,” De-
mertzis added. “You can-
not have good decisions if
people making them re-
present just a very specific,
narrow segment of society,
when your objective is to
serve society.”

“Tactful giveaway’
Croatia, Finland, Greece,
Latvia and Portugal have
all thrown their hat into
the race to replace de
Guindos, suggestingt hat a
smaller nation, possibly
from the east, will get a
chance.

But the role may be seen
as the least important
among the four upcoming
seats. The chief economist,
the head of market opera-

tions and the president will
be replaced in 2027 as their
non-renewable terms also
expire.

“If they pick an Eastern
European, it will be a sym-
bolic giveaway because the
VP role itself is not that in-
fluential,” ING economist
Carsten Brzeski said. “If 1
was sitting in Berlinor Pa-
ris, I'd say, it’s fine, let
them have it, so we can
concentrate on the more
important positions.”

In contrast to the ECB,
the Bank of England’s nine-
memberMonetary Policy
Committee now has a fe-
male majority after years
of political and public pres-
sure to correct a gender
imbalance. At the Swedish
central bank, the board is
split 50-50 while in Nor-
way, the board has a slight
male majority but a female
governor.

The Fed’s rate-setting
FOMC has also become
more  diverse,although
President Donald Trump is
reversing some of this as
he is trying to fire Lisa
Cook, the first Black wo-
man on the body,and al-
ready picked a man to re-
place a vacancy left by a
woman. The greater pro-
blem may be that finance is
dominated by men and
there are not enough wo-
men rising up through the
ranks. A working paper pu-
blished by the Dallas Fed
last year argued that there
was barely any improve-
ment on the staff level as
the share of women among

economists in the Fed sys-
tem rose to just 22% from
20% in 20 years.

Bigger picutre approach
The ECB, which has no offi-
cial role in board selection,
declined to comment on
the process. Ms. Lagarde,
who has warned inflation
hurts the poor, the vulner-
able and women the most,
has repeatedly made the
case forg reater inclusion
and set ambitious targets
for hiring more women
staff. But she has little in-
fluence over who becomes
a policymaker.

Finance Ministers of the
20 euro zone nations nom-
inate board members
while EU leaders make the
formal selection after they
are heard by the European
Parliament, which over-
sees the ECB.

The European Parlia-
ment can filibuster ap-
pointments, as it has alrea-
dy done several times over
gender objections, but it
cannot stop them.

A 2020 study by Boceoni
University and Trinity Col-
lege researchers argued
that women at central
banks are more hawkish in
fighting inflation and a
higher presence of women
on centra lbank boards
may thus be desirable for
the credibility of central
banks.

“With Ms. Lagarde at the
top, the ECB has the right
conditions to make a
change, but they are
stuck,” Demertzis said.

ECB board revamp exposes diversity failings that could impact policy

ECB 918 [iia- | fafaear & sueiivar sunR, &t ifa &1 yunfaa o= aadt §

e Four of six ECB board members were replaced in the next two years; small
countries fight it out for the vice president’s job; ECB’s policy-making bodies have a
poor diversity record; central banking is still largely dominated by men; 2020 study
suggests women are more hawkish in fighting inflation.

SATcl & 9Nf § ECB 918 el d ¥ IR 9d ST, BIc o JUTHE & UG & o1y
ufaRgel R 38 §; ECB &1 ifa-Fmiur Jwursht &1 fafawan fers wroiR §; Fig ofbm
3 1 g T4 W YRY-UYM §; 2020 & TP 37e0g Q Ul Iadl & [ Afgand agms
e | Sfte B $@ UK ¢ |
e Euro zone officials have embarked on a two-year process to replace most of the

European Central Bank’s executive board, including President Christine Lagarde,
raising questions along the way about how well the institution represents the people it

serves.

IR T SfYRar 3 oY auifa uithar = &1 2, o sieme fpede ams afed ECB
F HYPR FRIBRT 918 B! T M 7, oS 39 919 W Fard 33 87 ¢ b TR
ST T foaT Uit st 21

In contrast to the U.S. Federal Reserve, which gets a new leader next year and
faces criticism from the Trump administration over interest rates, the ECB can be
sure its independence will not be challenged in the reshuffle and policy will not be
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questioned.
AP Beva RRed o famia, o sral af
7o TRg TR SR R <0 TR gRT &S] R
TR 3MTleHT BT FHAT BRI USdl 8, ECB Bl
1R § b 3P Gia | ST Taerrdm Bl <l
%’cﬁﬁﬁw@ﬂﬁ?wﬁ:ﬁﬁ?ﬁwuﬂqﬁ *

|

Yet, the same EU institutional complexities
that shield the ECB from politics in deciding
policy have also left it trailing the already-weak
dive rsity record of global central banking — a
field dominated by white men from big Western economies.

o5 1, 981 EU HImTa sifeaand o Afifa-RufRor § ECB &1 Ieifd § Sardl §, 39
AfF Sl dfdT & URd ¥ 8 FHeIR fafayar ieis Y 0w 8rs @i s — dg e a9
afget srfdal & 4 gesl gRT " & |

The first chance to address some of the disparities comes early next year when the
term of ECB Vice President Luis de Guindos of Spain expires.

FS AT DI G B BT UGl AR AT aY P LB H T 5d W &
ECB IUTeHe 39 ¢ TSSI P HSTA JAT BRI

The lack of geographic, gender and ethnic diversity, critics argue, leaves the bank
with blind spots on the economy of a 20-nation bloc of 350 million people.

AT BT Bl § fo U, A ok ST fafaear ot it 350 fAfers d
a1d 20-3=ftT T F srfogaey ¥ S &Y sgS Wiey # Bl <t B

Policymakers may lack the full picture on how households really experience
hardships, inflation and interest rates.

fa-Fofareft & oy g g awdk 781 gt i eR-uRaR arda & wfe-rga, Tems sk
STl &3 1 Y Jad B

The bank’s lack of diversity is glaring. On its 26-member Governing Council, there
are 24 men. All 20 national central bank governors that sit on this council are men.
d% Bt [y &1 HH WY ¥U 3 fewd! ¢ | 3! 26-HGIg a1 SR # 24
oY ¥ 39 URuE B 33 arat 9t 20 e Fea d TR 72w

Meanwhile, the six-person board, picked through the EU, has been dominated by
men from the big four euro zone members — France, Germany, Italy and Spain.

st &g, EU mwww%%@ﬁ%a@wm wid, ST,
geal 3R W — & TBO gRT JIferd 38T |

Former communist countries in the east, making up a third of the bloc, have never
held a seat.

Ud & Jd-HRIRC X1, Sl 39 (P B U-1oIgTs owdl §H1d 5, 7 Ht e 7181 urs |
The six board members, who sit on the council, run the ECB’s day-to-day
operations. Ms. Lagarde is the first woman to have led the board. Since 1998,
women have held 19% of ECB board seats.

IRy # 93 91 ¥ B8 SIS Y ECB & &fF e Jaras &) TyTad ¢ | goft ams g
&1 g B alcll Ugal Afge 81 1998 T 3(d % ECB TS ! had 19% Hie
Higenasit & urg I8 &

“When it comes to female representation, the ECB’s track record is appalling,” Maria
Demertzis said.

“afgar ufaffa & A & ECB &1 Ravle fARTRISH® §,” H1ar SHSN 3 H3T|
“Diversity matters,” she added. “You cannot have good decisions if people making
them represent just a narrow segment of society.”
fafaerar decquf 8,7 S ®e1l “3y 3 vl 78 & Tehd 3R fvfg a7 ard
Tl & Rt T dapivf i &1 Ui ovd gl 1
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‘Tactful giveaway’

e Croatia, Finland, Greece, Latvia and Portugal have all entered the race to replace de

Guindos, suggesting that a smaller nation, pOSSIbly from the east, will get a chance.
SPIERTT, RTete, e, TR R G 0 % TEetet ) oiTg R e A4

mﬁﬂ%ﬁw%ﬁsﬁ%éﬁamwuﬁﬁ 1 T g |

o But the role may be seen as the least important among the four upcoming seats.
QAfee T8 YHPT 3 aTeht IR Uiet § ga) vH A ST Tehelt B

e The chief economist, the head of market operations and the president will be
replaced in 2027 as their non-renewable terms also expire.
T SRR, SR HaTa UE 3R 31eaef i 2027 § ded a1 S iifds 3-9d
iRt Srdwe o T 92

o “If they pick an Eastern European, it will be a symbolic giveaway because the VP
role itself is not that influential,” ING economist Carsten Brzeski said.
ING 3R BIE TRl 3 T, “afe 3 il odf Ridia B gd €, A o8 T
TdteTes Rarad g1 Rifd JuTedal o1 UG ga-1 THIaRIT! 781 617

¢ In contrast, the Bank of England’s Monetary Policy Committee now has a female
majority after years | of pressure.

TP FTas Ft Migs Hifa afifa e aof & ga9 & e afgan
agnaaﬁﬁs‘m-s‘%

o The Swedish central bank board is split 50-50 while in Norway, the board has a
slight male majority but a female governor.
WS Ha 8 &1 1S 50-50 fauiford 7, Fafes A1 7 a1 T UIe1 ¥y sgHd §
Afs afgen ek 8|

e The U.S. Fed’s FOMC has also become more diverse, although President Donald
Trump is reversing some of this by trying to fire Lisa Cook, the first Black woman on
the body.
AR s Bt Fome +ff it fafay g3 8, BTerifos IpUfd SIeS CU S8 IAC @ §
iifes 4 T o, AT B ugen 3dd Higel, I g I B IR W[ &

e A Dallas Fed study found women in the Fed system rose from 20% to 22% in 20
years — barely any improvement.

S s & Us fegg | uran 1 b 20 9 H B yonelt | Aflgansit &1 fewr 20% |
22% G311 — Igd o HIell UR|

g%g[ger icture approach
: Caj

e The ECB, which has no official role in board selection, declined to comment.
ECB, N1 9IS 997 § @15 MRS JAd T8l 5, 7 fewolt A I SHR faan|

e Ms. Lagarde, who has wamed inflation hurts the poor, vulnerable and women the
most, has pushed repeatedly for greater inclusion and set ambitious targets for
hiring women staff.

I S, e Aara & 8 b weme e, FHeRT 3R Afgarstt o gad i
uuﬁaw—cﬁ% 3 3R FHMARM & T IR-IR IR fa § iR afgar sdnial ot
ydf & &7 73 fhu B

e But she has little influence over who becomes a policymaker.
QA ifS-Ftar B9 I94T 8, 39 W 3761 55 HH IHE B

o Euro zone Finance Ministers nominate board members while EU leaders make the
formal selection after hearings in the European Parliament, which oversees the
ECB.
R 9+ far =it S et &t fird ovd §, Siefes EU e QR W § A &
1E AR TG PR &, St ECB Bt TR Sl 5

o The European Parliament can filibuster appointments over gender objections but
cannot stop them.
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e A 2020 study by Bocconi University and Trinity College argued that women are
more hawkish in fighting inflation, so greater female presence may improve central
bank credibility.

St fayfaarer iR AT Fiaw & 2020 sreaa=T & we1 T fob Afgend wems |
%%mwaa% ST 31 Afge SURITT Hela S o fayaiad gar
|

o “With Ms. Lagarde at the top, the ECB has the right conditions to make a change, but
they are stuck Demertzis said.
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‘We’ll engage with all stakeholders’ in
Bangladesh, says India after verdict

‘India has noted the verdict announced by the Tribunal concerning former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. As a close

neighbour, India remains committed to the best interests of the people of Bangladesh, says the Ministry of External Affairs

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Ex-
T ternal Affairs here

on Monday said it
has “noted” the verdict de-
livered by the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) in
Dhaka, and added that In-
dia will “constructively en-
gage with all stakeholders”
in Bangladesh.

The Tribunal on Mon-
day sentenced former
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina and former Home Mi-
nister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal to death for crimes
against humanity over the
state crackdown on the Ju-
ly-August 2024 student
uprising. The Indian res-
ponse came soon after the

Public furore: Students chant slogans near a vandalised mural of
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina during the 2024 protest. AFP

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Bangladesh urged India
to follow the spirit of the
ICT’s verdict and hand ov-
er both Ms. Hasina and Mr.
Khan to Bangladesh to face
justice for their actions.
“India has noted the ver-

dict announced by the ‘In-
ternational Crimes Tribu-
nal of  Bangladesh’
concerning former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. As
a close neighbour, India re-
mains committed to the
best interests of the people

of Bangladesh, including in
peace, democracy, inclu-
sion and stability in that
country. We will always en-
gage constructively with all
stakeholders to that end,”
said the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs.

‘Inhumane crimes’
Earlier, the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs of Bangladesh
said Ms. Hasina and Mr.
Khan had committed “in-
humane” crimes and that
sheltering such persons is
an “extremely unfriendly
behaviour”.

“We call upon the Go-
vernment of India to hand
over these two persons to
the authorities in Bangla-
desh without further delay.
This is also a responsibility

for India according to the
existing extradition treaty
between the two sides,”
said the Ministry.

In a statement sent to
the media, Ms. Hasina de-
scribed the ICT as “rigged”
and said the tribunal’s de-
cision to give death sen-
tence indicates “murder-
ous intent of extremist
figures” within the interim
government.

Ms. Hasina defended
her government’s decision
to deal with the protesters
and said, “I mourn all of
the deaths that occurred in
July and August of last year,
on both sides of the politi-
cal divide. But neither I nor
other political leaders or-
dered the killing of protes-
ters.”

‘We’ll engage with all stakeholders’ in Bangladesh, says India after verdict

gy # g9 9t RayrRe! @ ara=ia 3, mm&rﬂawﬁw

¢ ‘India has noted the verdict announced by the Tribunal concerning former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. As a close neighbour, India remains committed to the best
interests of the people of Bangladesh,’ says the Ministry of External Affairs.

“URd A

ERI gd nuHE G g1 & Sy § gAY

T a1 e fFar gl

T BN TSR & U, YR SIS & aiil & FaraH fedl & U vfaes 8, g
HATTT 3 D3|
e The Ministry of External Affairs here on Monday said it has “noted” the verdict
delivered by the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) in Dhaka, and added that India
will ¢ constructlvely engage with all stakeholders” in Bangladesh.

=T waTerm A

P Fgl fb 3T g1 fRUa
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AIHS U I ST BT
The Tribunal on Monday sentenced former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and former
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal to death for crimes against humanity
over the state crackdown on the July-August 2024 student uprising.
ﬁwaﬁ@wﬁqﬁumnsﬁ%m 3R gd g T SrAgeTHI W HHTA
&I TS~ amwzouwWww@rWﬁ%émw%f@am
3oRTEN} & o Hid &t ol gAS |
The Indian response came soon after the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Bangladesh urged India to follow the spirit of the ICT’s verdict and hand over both
Ms. Hasina and Mr. Khan to Bangladesh to face justice for their actions.
YR 1 UIAiohal a9 3115 d FiTaTe T & fag=T WAt = YRd ¥ 310g foan {6 a5 ICT
& B DI UG BT UTe B 3R it &1 9 ot W ) b SrR1edt & fore aiare
1 A9 g
“India has noted the verdict announced by the ‘Intemational Crimes Tribunal of
Bangladesh’ conceming former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. As a close neighbour,
India remains committed to the best interests of the people of Bangladesh, including
in peace, democracy, inclusion and stability in that country. We will always
engage constructively with all stakeholders to that end,” said the Ministry of External
Affairs.
“URA = TG & 3 SORTY FCSAT GRT Yd TTH=T 2RG g9 & dae |
Wwﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁam | &b e USRR & FU B, URA SFee™T & arlf &
gdray RRai—Rrad =ifa, Fﬂﬂo_cﬁ FTaR SR fRRar fa §—3 ufd ufdes 818w
wm%mmwmewwmm, fad=r warerg A o

‘Inhumane crimes’
‘AT 3ORTEP

Earlier, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh said Ms. Hasina and Mr.
Khan had committed “inhumane” crimes and that sheltering such persons is an
“extremely unfriendly behaviour”.
Y Ugd, SiTeeRT & fadsr water = ol i goft g SR off @ A “omrdie
3ORTY U 3R T Tl &1 IRUT AT “Sge AER" & |
“We call upon the Government of India to hand over these two persons to the
authorities in Bangladesh without further delay. This is also a responsibility for India
according to the existing extradition treaty between the two sides,” said the Ministry.
T 3 T, “5H YR TRPR Y YIS R & % I8 37 G skl o) FaT fapelt 2T
Tﬁgﬂﬂﬁﬂ%&ﬁﬂw&q‘rﬁﬁqél HiolaT Weadur WY & SF¥R I8 YR &1 et
"
In a statement sent to the media, Ms. Hasina described the ICT as “rigged” and said
the tribunal’s decision to give the death sentence indicates “murderous intent of
extremist figures” within the interim government.

T U S & Goft g1 7 ICT B “yiereliqul Sarn iR Fel fos O ot
wﬁmﬁaﬁawﬁvhwmw%“mﬂa@ﬁWW"ﬁmﬁ%

Ms. Hasina defended her government’s decision to deal with the protesters and said,
“I moumn all of the deaths that occurred in July and August of last year, on both sides
of the political divide. But neither | nor other political leaders ordered the killing of
protesters.”

I g1 A UeRHHTRAl @ e & 30 IRHR & Hhad &I 9919 Hd gU Fel, ‘B
e af Jars ok o | g1 oo el iR gs Gt Wit &1 2 JAT § | dfs
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Mali manuscripts
escaped al-Qaeda
but threat remains
ST Aea e

Associated Press
TIMBUKTU

Thirteen years ago, Abdoulaye Cissé risked his life
to smuggle tens of thousands of fragile manu-
scripts out of Timbuktu as al-Qaeda-linked extre-
mists swept into the desert town in Mali.

At night, he loaded crates of manuscripts from
the Ahmed Baba Institute of Higher Islamic Stu-
dies and Research, of which he was the general se-
cretary, onto donkey carts, aware that their pages
carried evidence of his people’s glorious past.
They were taken to the river, where wooden boats
and then buses took them to Mali’s capital, Bama-
ko-a 1,200-km journey.

The 28,000 manuscripts returned safely to
Timbuktu in August. It reflected both the city’s
pride in cultural preservation and concerns about
the potentially damaging humidity in Bamako.
Mali’s government has portrayed it as a victory.

Timbuktu is home to private libraries holding
an estimated 377,000 manuscripts in total. All
were smuggled to the capital, where they remain.

“What we find in these documents does not ex-
ist anywhere else in the world,” said Mohamed
Diagayeté, director of the institute, who specialis-
es in old manuscripts.

The trove contradicts assumptions that African
history has been primarily oral. The manuscripts
are an archive of dealings among West African em-
pires and tribes, with histories dating back
centuries.

But al-Qaeda remains a threat. Its fighters at-
tacked Timbuktu as recently as June. The brutality
of its arrival in 2012 was a shock. They destroyed
more than 4,000 manuscripts, according to the
findings of a United Nations expert mission.

Mali manuscripts escaped al-Qaeda but
threat remains

ATl 1 uigfafuar sa-erae d 99 T8
Afp @awT g WaAT g ?

e Thirteen years ago, Abdoulaye Cissé
risked his life to smuggle tens of thousands of fragile
manuscripts out of Timbuktu as al-Qaeda-linked
extremists swept into the desert town in Mali.

e av g, @I
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e Atnight,
he loaded crates of
manuscripts from the
Ahmed Baba Institute of Higher Islamic Studies and
Research, of which he was the general secretary, onto
donkey carts, aware that their pages carried evidence
of his people’s glorious past.

A H, ST AgHE I1aT I STAT! ey i
STHUT HRIF—oIg1 d Hgrfad 4—3 uigfafudl &
Sl I TYMMIST R e, I8 Si-d gU fob $7b Uil
I ANt & RaTel srdd & T U

o They were taken to the river, where
wooden boats and then buses took them to Mali’'s
capital, Bamako — a 1,200-km journey.

I el b o ST T, STgT be! bl Aral iR R st
& AT § ACl B IS STHTR I Ygarar a1 —
Ig 1,200 fpeidtes &t arm 0|

e The 28,000 manuscripts returned
safely to Timbuktu in August.

28,000 UigfaT i & Wit = 9 feawg dle

e

o |t reflected both the city’s pride in
cultural preservation and concemns about the

potentially damaging humidity in Bamako.

g e
fefrait <1t Y g=ian 81
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e Mali’'s government has portrayed it as a victory.
ATCH WRBR A 54 TP Siid & ¥ H UK [bar g

o Timbuktu is home to private libraries holding an estimated 377,000 manuscripts in
total. All were smuggled to the capital, where they remain.

feape 7 froh qeaerea 8, R
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o “What we find in these documents does not exist anywhere else in the world,” said
Mohamed Diagayeté, director of the institute, who specialises in old manuscrlpts

g T AN H i) forerel 3, 98 G B et SR Y ferd,” IR gt &
faRIvRT SfR TRIM & Fexrs Aigwe fearmad 3 &1l
e The trove contradicts assumptions that African history has been primarily oral.
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e The manuscripts are an archive of dealings among West African empires and
tribes, with histories dating back centuries.

3R STl & o9 dde o7 T HATTR &,
forepT 3foem afeat AT B

¢ But al-Qaeda remains a threat. Its fighters attacked Timbuktu as recently as June.
AP SrA-PraET HT TR 31 1 AN 8| TS TSTh! 7 81 & A o7 & e W
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e The brutality of its arrival in 2012 was a shock.
2012 B ISP SHTTHA B qakdl diew™ arert 2R

e They destroyed more than 4,000 manuscripts, according to the findings of a United
Ngtions expert mission.
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Trump

's military

action sparks regional

alarm as Venezuela braces for U.S. moves

Washington starts an operation, ‘Spear of the South’ against ‘narco-terrorists’ and ‘cartel head’ Maduro; it is moving heavy firepower into the Caribbean,

observers say it could be aimed at regime change in Caracas and reasserting the USs power over the region amid rising influence of China and Russia

Shobhan Saxena
SAQ PAULO

arely hours after
BU.S. President Do-
nald Trump had

signed the bill ending the
longest government shut-
down on Friday, his Secre-
tary of War, Peter Hegseth,
fired off a tweet, declaring
a new military operation,
“Spear of the South”,
against “narco-terrorists in
the Western hemisphere”.
On Sunday, the Trump go-
vernment went a step
further as it announced
that a Venezuelan criminal
group would be classified
as a terrorist organisation
and that it views President
Nicolas Maduro as “the
head of that cartel”.

With Mr. Trump back in
the White House on Sun-
day after a weekend at Mar-
a-Lago-and Washington
still consumed by the
uproar over the Epstein
files—the decision is seen
in the region as a major es-
calation for a possible
strike on Venezuela. Ten-
sions have been rising for
weeks, forcing regional
powers to state their posi-
tions. President Lula of
Brazil, at a meeting in Bo-
gota on Sunday, pressed
other leaders to confront
the continued U.S. attacks
on boats in the Caribbean.
Colombian President Gus-
tavo Petro was more direct
as he described Mr. Trump
as a leader “intent on inti-
midation” and called the
U.S. military build-up “an
unmistakable act of aggres-

sion against Latin
America”.

In recent weeks, the U.S.
has moved massive fire-
power into the Caribbean:
more than 15,000 person-
nel, a dozen warships, the
biggest aircraft carrier and
a submarine; more than 10
F-35s have also been sta-
tioned at Puerto Rico. The
political messaging has
matched the military
build-up. On Sunday, U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio accused Mr. Maduro
of enabling “terrorist vio-
lence” across the hemisph-
ere.

‘Regime-change bid’

To local observers, the
scale of the U.S. deploy-
ment—and their rhetoric—
looks like the opening act
of a regime-change opera-
tion in Venezuela. Diego
Sequera, a Caracas-based
analyst and co-founder of
the research group Mision
Verdad (Truth Mission),
believes that Washington’s
pressure aims to trigger an
internal collapse in Vene-
zuela. “The goal is to gen-
erate enough heat to force
some kind of breakdown
inside the government,” he
says. “So far, the pressure
has damaged the currency
and added to economic
strain, but it has not
changed the political situa-
tion on the ground,” says
Mr. Sequera.

If the US. wanted to
scare Mr. Maduro into a ne-
gotiation process, it has
not happened. Rafael
Duarte Villa, a Venezuelan

The U.S. Navy's Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group sails towards the
Caribbean Sea with aircraft hovering over the ships. REUTERS

who teaches international
relations at the University
of Sao Paulo, says the pres-
sure has only hardened the
government’s  posture.
“Maduro has put his mili-
tary forces on unprece-
dented alert. The govern-
ment, feeling cornered and
demonised, has mobilised
not just the armed forces
but also civilians, grass-
roots organisations and the
militias,” says Mr. Villa.
“The expectation that he
would step down or flee—
perhaps to Russia—is clear-
ly not happening. His grip
on power, for now, re-
mains intact.”

Mr. Maduro is also
backed by Venezuela’s for-
midable military. Armed
with mostly Russian de-
fence platforms like Su-30
jets, T-72 tanks, $-300 and
Buk missiles, Igla-S launch-
ers and Kalashnikov rifles,
the military comprises
more than 123,000 active
troops, backed by almost
8,000 reservists and thou-

sands of militias who sup-
port the government.
Some estimates put the to-
tal number of soldiers at
300,000. Patricia Marins,
a Rio de Janeiro-based de-
fence analyst, says Vene-
zuela fields the most capa-
ble military in South
America. “No other coun-
try in the region has SAMs
or anti-ship missiles com-
parable to Venezuela but
sanctions have left parts of
the arsenal without main-
tenance,” says Ms. Marins.
“Russia has shipped some
spare parts in recent weeks
but it will be difficult to ef-
fectively resist a military at-
tack given the U.S. build-up
in the Caribbean.”

Washington’s goal

But observers believe
Washington’s real goal may
be less about defeating Ve-
nezuela militarily and
more about reasserting
U.S. power in the region. In
recent months, the U.S.
has repeatedly used the

term “narco-terrorism” to
pressure  governments
from Mexico to Colombia
and even Brazil. Mr. Diego
Sequera argues that the
U.S. justification simply
does not hold. “One thing
is absolutely clear: this is
not about fighting drug
trafficking. That claim goes
against every element of
reality,” he says. For him,
the ambiguity is intention-
al. “What began as a con-
frontation with Venezuela
now touches the broader
Caribbean, especially with
Colombia drawn in and
Trinidadian ~ fishermen
among those killed at sea,”
says Mr. Sequera.

If anything, Washing-
ton’s posture marks a re-
turn of the Monroe Doc-
trine, now camouflaged in
the language of “narco-ter-
rorism” to contain the
growing  influence of
emerging powers such as
China and Russia in the he-
misphere. Mr. Sequera ar-
gues that this is precisely
why his country has be-
come a target. “Venezuela
is a key player for multipo-
larity. Its ties with Russia,
China, Iran and others
make it a symbolic and
practical challenge to U.S.
dominance,” says the Ve-
nezuelan analyst. “Wash-
ington’s goal is to reassert
control over the entire he-
misphere.”

Mr. Duarte Villa agrees
that the current escalation
could be part of a broader
effort by Washington to re-
claim a lost sphere of in-
fluence. “Under Trump,

Latin America has re-
turned to the centre of
American strategic plan-
ning. The echoes of older
doctrines are unmistaka-
ble. Even when officials
now speak of the region as
their ~ “neighbourhood”
rather than “backyard, the
underlying intent is the
same: to restore U.S. pri-
macy in a hemisphere
where America’s grip has
visibly weakened,” says Mr.
Duarte Villa says.

Theatre than strategy
Despite all the noise and
thunder, this situation may
be more theatre than stra-
tegy—a projection of force
at a time when Trump is
grappling with political
storms in Washington. A
full-scale invasion of Vene-
zuela, says Mr. Duarte Vil-
la, would carry risks the
Americans cannot control:
urban warfare in Caracas,
civilian losses, the prospect
of U.S. soldiers returning
home dead, refugees going
into neighbouring coun-
tries and a fierce regional
backlash. “There could be
significant numbers of ca-
sualties in a ground inva-
sion of Venezuela. Such
losses would demand
answers from the adminis-
tration at home, especially
if the operation faltered.
For that reason, a major
military attack is unlikely,”
says the professor.

In a region shaped by
old doctrines and new
challenges, even the threat
of war seems to be a mes-
sage in itself.
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Trump’s military action sparks regional alarm as Venezuela braces for U.S.
moves

T B A< FRATs A & A e, aAguar smive) werl & forw dar

e Washington starts an operation, ‘Spear of the South’
against ‘narco-terrorists’ and ‘cartel head’ Maduro; it
is moving heavy firepower into the Caribbean, observers
say it could be aimed at regime change in Caracas and
reasserting the U.S.’s power over the region amid rising
influence of China and Russia.

JiRiTTe = TRER 37w g R TS I = far

8 ITHI-INTT 3R PIed 88’ mgg’rasﬁ@?ﬂcs

AR FIRT T YR SRR 31 IR YT R, et &1
B ¢ b SHPT I HRIGY § R uRad= 3R &5

U?&rﬂﬁ??raﬂmﬁrdsm BT 81 bl 8, WD T 3R T & Fgd UHE & a9 |

e Barely hours after the U.S. President Donald Trump had signed the bill ending the
longest government shutdown on Friday, his Secretary of War Peter Hegseth fired
off a tweet declaring a new military operation, “Spear of the South”, against “narco-
terrorists in the Western hemlsphere

REPAR P! oY Td THRT TSI BT FHIW R el o g =4 & $o &l
gl 916, SMR®! IPUd SHITS ¢f & g5 Tfd deX 378y 7 “fBRR 3t T I8y
T T I A BT =0T HRa gL gie o, s ufyed Manef & Aret-endwarnear
& e g

e On Sunday, the Trump government went a step further as it announced that a
Venezuelan criminal group would be classified as a terrorist organisation and that
it views President Nicolas Maduro as “the head of that cartel”.

RfAaR BT T WPHR A Th HeH R 3 dgd U IuuN o1 fb T
mwﬁmwﬁﬁammsﬁ?wmmaﬁ 4
HICH DT UG HHI ST |

e With Mr. Trump back in the White House on Sunday after a weekend at Mar-a-
Lago—and Washington still consumed by the uproar over the Epstein files—the
decision is seen in the region as a major escalation for a possible strike on
Venezuela.

AR-AT-ATN H gid fadM & a8 IR &1 T FIee 713 Ale—3HR aifiRire snft
1t TR WIS & fare # Iagn 39 (i & &5 § I9guar R JHifad s9a &t
¥o! g & T § <1 o7 T 3

e Tensions have been rising for weeks, forcing regional powers to state their positions.

&% G| I d1d 96 Y81 5, o &1 ifekrdl o ool fRufa Tw &t Ul 5l

e President Lula of Brazil, at a meeting in Bogota on Sunday, pressed other leaders to
confront continued U.S. attacks on boats in the Caribbean.
SToilct & YUl e - TR BT silleT 7 Ueb o 7 317 At § hfag & o
SARD gHA BT ATHAT DA BT RIS foba|

e Colombian President Gustavo Petro was more direct as he described Mr. Trump as
a leader “intent on intimidation” and called the U.S. military build-up “an unmistakable
act of aggression against Latin America”.

e & Pl Tarar 9 7 ot We wredl # HaT b T “emsd ™ arel Aar §
AR SRR T TR B AR ARSI AT W SMHH IR

¢ |n recent weeks, the U.S. has moved massive firepower into the Caribbean: more
than 15,000 personnel, a dozen warships, the biggest aircraft carrier, a submarine,
and more than 10 F-35s stationed at Puerto Rico.

BT & BRI A SR & Hfage & U A= =rfad 1St 8: 15,000 & Siftrew Af e,
%ﬁagﬁwﬁwmwm 3R 10 & 3iferp F-35 Tef Rt o
T &
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The political messaging has matched the military build-up.

emr t 9= THaS & STEUIE B |
On Sunday, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio accused Mr. Maduro of enabling
“terrorist violence” across the hemisphere.

AR BT smfken! fac= T3t ATl STt A IR IR I &3 H “3HIde! gar Hem o
P 3RIY AT

‘Regime-change bid’

RMAA

GRS,

To local observers, the scale of the U.S. deployment—and their rhetoric—looks like

the opening act of a regime-change operation in Venezuela.

g THfderet & SaR, MRt dHrdt 3R Faramst e # X ufad

T &) T ok e 21

Diego Sequera, a Caracas-based analyst and co-founder of Misién Verdad, believes

Washington’s pressure aims to trigger an internal collapse in Venezuela.

FRIHN T IR SR FiRM aReTe & T5-URIeE ST Y1 7 & &

JIRNTC &1 Gad a-gual § fiaie ua- a1 & o 51

“The goal is to generate enough heat to force some kind of breakdown inside the

government,” he says.

d H8d ¢, 0T ST aa1d ST § b WBR & 1feR farddt ave &1 ge-%e Y

“So far, the pressure has damaged the currency and added to economic strain, but it

has not changed the political situation on the ground.”

“31 % ad - &l DI Ugar g 3R ST a1a Sgrn ¢, afcs St

ot RUfd T8l sael 817

Rafael Duarte Villa says the pressure has hardened the government’s posture and

Maduro has put the military on unprecedented alert, mobilising civilians and militias.

Wg@ﬁﬁwm%%mﬁwmwwm%%mﬁwaﬁ

YA 3rerd TR 3T 8, TRepT 3R fAferRm &) +f Irifed wr @18 |

Maduro retains strong backing from Venezuela’s formidable military, equipped with

Russian defence platforms like Su-30 jets, T-72 tanks, S-300 and Buk missiles,

Igla-S launchers and Kalashnikov rifles.

HIG! B! IAUCT b WTFa=ITelt /T BT Holgd JH Ut 8, ST Tt 3&m yonferal

g gu-so Se, T-72 ¢, S-300 3R & fPIEd, 1S TR 3R HAADIT IZH &
|

Some estimates put the total number of soldiers at 300,000.

FS ATHH $d Jf-e ISAT 3,00,000 FATA S|

Defence analyst Patricia Marins says Venezuela fields the most capable military in

South America but sanctions have left parts of the arsenal without maintenance.

& faeiyes AR wifv=a Fch § fos afemor smfve &) Iadt gam 371 dAquen &

g, Afds ufdeiell 3 sRURY 3 IREAd a1fdd R <1 81

“It will be difficult to effectively resist a military attack given the U.S. build-up in the

Caribbean.”

T o SRt TR B S U U= BHA HT THIS TRy i3 gl

Wasﬁington’s goal
DT &g

Observers believe the goal may be less about defeating Venezuela militarily and
more about reasserting U.S. power over the region.

Tde! BT AT § fb 6 IGUaT Bl 90 U F A &1 HH SR &8 W ikt
WY TETA B T 31 g

The U.S. has used the term ‘narco-terrorism’ repeatedly to pressure govemments
from Mexico to Colombia.
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SR A AfRTD! T PIcifor T TWPRI IR Ga1d STe & 10T IR-AR AThI-CI e’
e BT SUANT 3 B

o Diego Sequera argues the justification “does not hold” and is intentional ambiguity
to expand confrontation into the Caribbean.
fSum 5 &1 He1 8 b Ug 3nfacy “fespdr 8P 8 iR HRf9gd dc covid dgH &
feTY SR oS 718 SRuEer &

e He says the posture marks a return of the Monroe Doctrine, disguised as anti-
narcotics rhetoric, to contain China and Russia’s influence.
IH1 FE1 ¢ b I8 T WAR) R o1 aroeh S 8, 5t A ok 9 & yuma &l
A & T ADI-3MTddmarg &ty & fur gen g

e “Venezuela is a key player for multipolarity... a symbolic and practical challenge to
U.S. dominance.”
I YA & o T e fEaTS! ... SRt Uyd & e Ui SR
HTARIRS A I”

Theatre than strateg

IS T siftre

o Despite the show of force, analysts say this may be more theatre than real strategy,
as a full invasion risks uncontrollable fallout.
YR} fF-UER & Srave, faRavd Fgd ¢ i I8 UG o ifie W=l g Ioar g,
ifes quf smepror # srfdfa uRomdl &1 Sifew §1

e A ground invasion of Venezuela could lead to urban warfare, civilian deaths, U.S.
troop casualties, refugees and regional backlash.

T TR S STHHUT & RMed g, TNIRS Hid, 3@R®! WA gared, IR 3R
&=t faferar 3d g webch g

o “For that reason, a major military attack is unllkely says the professor.
72 PR 52 =7 5 P HHIGHT B 8, B P 3

¢ In a region shaped by old doctrines and new challenges, even the threat of war
seems to be a message in itself.
R Rigidl 3R 78 I I PR g &F B, g BT @aRT Ht 30 30 § Th T
S el BT B |
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1. | Trade deficit surges 141% to $21.8 bn in Oct. as imports rise
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2. | Festive surge !n gold imports _drives trade deficit to $21.8 billion _
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5. | Roundworms do inherit what threats to avoid, but with a catch
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Trade dEfLCIt Trade deficit surges 141% to $21.8 bn in Oct. as imports
surges 141% o  rise

$21.8bnin Oct. 3maTd gg+ & 3agay H HTIR HIET 141% TSP $21.8
asimports rise  Ffer= g1
w ¢ India’s trade deficit surged 141% in October 2025 to

:&%‘EES:}‘{TM avan - $21.8 billion due to surging imports, driven in large part by gold imports,
and subdued merchandise exports, o* cial data showed.

India’s trade deficit surged IR T TR HTET 3fageR 2025 H 141% Sghr $21.8 fafera g1

141% in October 2025 to  fSRIBT HRUT Tgd M &, T &8 THH R I & 3mard T IR &, 3R

$21.8 billion due to surging - gy Hyreq fyafer, anfirepTes e A fewaran |

imports, driven in large e India’s total expoﬁs in October 2025 stood at $72.9

part by gold imports, and N o SAP

ports, official data showed.  3fagaR 2025 H YR &1 pd fata $72.9 fafera= xg1, o fUzd af sragar

India’s total exports in & ¢73 4 faferT I 9 %|
g;ngﬁmig?sdoﬁo?mﬁ: ¢ India’s total imports jumped to $94.7 billion in October

$73.4 billion in October last  this year, compa.red with $82.4 billion in October 2024.

year. India’s total imports 39 Y 3(FCER H YRd BT el AT Jedx $94.7 fafera= g1 w1, Safeh
jumped to $94.7 billion in IR i faferas

October this year, com- 2024 H 7% $82.4 ol

pared with $82.4 billion in

October 2024.
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Festive surge in gold
imports drives trade
deficit to $21.8 billion

India’s total exports in October this year stood at $72.9 billion,

a marginal decline from $734 billion in the same month last year

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia’s trade deficit
l surged 141% in Octob-

er 2025 to $21.8 billion
due to surging imports,
driven in large part by a
festival-related jump in
gold imports, and subdued
merchandise exports, offi-
cial data showed.

India’s total exports in
October 2025 stood at
$72.9 billion, down margi-
nally from $73.4 billion in
October last year.

India’s total imports
jumped to $94.7 billion in
October this year, com-
pared with $82.4 billion in
October 2024. As a result,
the trade deficit grew to
$21.8 billion in October this
year from $9.05 billion last
year.

“There are two things
that have brought this in-
crease in the trade deficit
about,” Commerce Secre-

Surge in deficit

The chart shows India’s imports and exports during October

2024 and 2025 in § hillion
W Imports M Exports

100
75
73.39
50
25
0 Source: Ministry of Comuerce
Oct. 2024 Oct. 2025 & Industry
tary Rajesh Agrawal said at  festive season may have led

a press briefing. “The first
is gold and the other is sil-
ver. The increase in gold
imports has been pheno-
menal in October despite
very high global prices.”

“In silver also, the
growth has been pheno-
menal,” he explained. “If
you combine these two,
these account for the addi-
tional trade deficit.”

“An uninterrupted rise
in gold prices ahead of the

to speculative demand
which may not sustain go-
ing ahead, possibly leading
to some cooling in the im-
port numbers in the ensu-
ing months,” Aditi Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA
said. “Nevertheless, the
non-oil, non-gold imports
rose by a substantial 12.4%
year-on-year, led by fertilis-
ers, machinery, electronic
goods, non-ferrous metals,
and silver”

Festive surge in gold imports drives trade deficit to $21.8 billion

TIERT {9y T T4 & AT | 39Td | IR °1eT $21.8 faferast a& ugan

¢ India’s total exports in October this year stood at $72.9 billion, a marginal decline
from $73.4 billion in the same month last year.
Y 99 SfageR | URd &1 Hd Fafd $72.9 fafer= a1, 5 fwd af 32t 0dh & $73.4
e @ wsrFm Bl

e India’s trade de* cit surged 141% in October 2025 to $21.8 billion due to surging
imports, driven in large part by a festival-related jump in gold imports, and subdued
merchandise exports, o« cial data showed.

Bl & AR, 3HFCER 2025 T HRA P HTIR °1eT 141% TGHR $21.8
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India’s total exports in October 2025 stood at $72.9 billion, down marginally from
$73.4 billion in October last year.

3fagER 2025 H URA &1 $d Hald $72.9 fafera=t g1, St Usa auf siager & $73.4
= @ e Fm gl

India’s total imports jumped to $94.7 billion in October this year, compared with
$82.4 billion in October 2024.

39 I SR H R &1 $dl AT SR $94.7 fafra= 8 mar, e sragar 2024
o g5 $82.4 fafera=y 1|

As a result, the trade deficit grew to $21.8 billion in October this year from $9.05
billion last year.

URUMIERY, 39 aY 3fager H TR °TeT Sear $21.8 faferm= g1 m, of e adf
$9.05 faferr i

“There are two things that have brought this increase in the trade deficit about,”
Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said at a press briefing. “The first is gold and
the other is silver. The increase in gold imports has been phenomenal in October
despite very high global prices.”

sy ISR 3FIETS A U SHfthTT & FgT, “FTUR 1el 9gA & U & RO g
T | 3R il | AT dfYH B! & SIdolg SFgeR & AH & 1 J
STeRGE dfs Eé?lﬂ

“In silver also, the growth has been phenomenal,” he explained. “If you combine
these two, these account for the additional trade deficit.”

I 3 FgT, Aidt 7 ff g Scoiaia <5t 8 | afe MY 34 &1 &l Sifs, dr
3ifafeed =R O & forg RrdeR 1

“An uninterrupted rise in gold prices ahead of the festive season may have led to
speculative demand which may not sustain going ahead, possibly leading to some
cooling in the import numbers in the ensuing months,” Aditi Nayar, chief economist
at ICRA said.

ICRA &1 T8 331l Sifefer AR A Fg, ‘TR Tiei 9 ugd i+ & Siwal 3
3 aTat AT H STaTd T2 § $ FHH 3 Yhat g 17

o “Nevertheless, the non-oil, non-gold imports rose by a substantial 12.4% year-on-year, led
by fertilisers, machinery, electronic oqu, non-ferrous metals, and silver.”

Faferd gl qu-gR-ay 12.4% ST 81"

Finance panel submits report for 2026-31

Finance panel submits fa=r SmaT = 2026-31 & g fRai wga

report for 2026-31 !
GS II: Economy | e The Sixteenth Finance

The Hindu Bureau

dia, the office of the | Commission, chaired by economist Arvind

NEW DELHI g;‘esi‘ije“t announced on | panagariya, has submitted its report to the
onday. . . . .
The Sixteenth Finance The Sixteenth Finance President of India, the office of the President

announced on Monday.

Commission, chaired by Commission’s recommen- . .
economist Arvind Panaga-  dations would apply for a Hiergd for ST, forgas! sreerdr St sRfdg
riya, has submitted its re-  period of five years begin- | Panagariya 3% g &, 1 30t RUIE 4R &

port to the President of In-  ning on April 1, 2026. HI T il % ?Tgcﬂ%f Frferd I THaR B g LIl

caill

The Sixteenth Finance Commission’s recommendations would apply for a period of
five years beginning on April 1, 2026.
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What are UNESCO’s new guidelines
for the use of neurotechnology?

Neurotechnology refers to devices and procedures that access, assess, and act on neural systems, including the brain; if the brain were a radio station,

neumlechnol% is the set of devices to help tune in; it merges advances in neuroscience, engineering, and computing to improve brain function
Neethu Rayj:

NESCO issued the first global
normative framework on the
ethics of neurotechnology on
November 5; this came into
force on November 12. This
rec ded standard is designed to
maintain a balance between innovation
and human rights to protect the human
brain and brain-related data from misuse.

Such misuse includes exploiting brain
signals to follow persuasive messages,
using brain data for political marketing,
for deciding premiums in insurance, or
even requiring applicants or employees to
submit brain data tests to screen for
sul(ablhty, stress tolerance, and hidden
traits in an employment setting.

The emerging field of neurotechnology
has made it possible to profile people in
this way — and the UNESCO framework
provides guidance for anyone studying,
researching, and developing applications
of this technology to prevent such harms.

Defining neurotechnology
Neurotechnology refers to devices and
procedures that access, assess, and act on
neural systems, including the human
brain. If the brain were a radio station,
neurotechnology is the set of devices to
help to tune in.

With advances in research and
investments in projects like the U.S.
BRAIN Initiative and Elon Musk’s
Neuralink, there is significant interest
today in brain-computer interfaces,
particularly those driven by artificial
intelligence (AI). For example, Al-assisted
neuroimaging can allow doctors to
precisely detect tumours and identify the
possibility of stroke in people.

Broadly, neurotechnology merges
advances in neuroscience, engineering,
and advanced computing to evolve
solutions that improve brain function and
enhance human capabilities — and it has
made rapid strides. According to a
UNESCO study published in 2023, public
investments in neurotechnology already
exceeded $6 billion. Private investment
had already grown to $7.3 billion by the
end of 2020.

While this growth has been linked to
the prospect of human enhancement and
promising benefits in medicine, such as
alleviation of mental illnesses,
overcoming physical disabilities, and

improving palliative care, it also evokes
nuMmerous concerns.

Neurotech challenges
Neurotechnology allows neurodata —
ak.a. neural or brain data - to be
decoded, giving rise to concerns about
user privacy, protection against misuse,
and informed consent among users.

To address them, the scientific
community and political bodies alike have
for some time now been seeking
“neurorights” and ethical standards that
help innovators prioritise the moral,
psychological, and emotional protection
of the brain.

Some “neurorights” have been
formulated to encompass mental privacy,
integrity, and liberty. And while they are
yet to be codified, there is a general
consensus that such rights are important

Aneurosurgeon at UCSF Medical School, prepares to connect an experimental brain implant that will help a paralysed person speak by reading his brain
signals. PUBLIC DOMAIN

state of California signed a law in 2024
that protected people’s brain data from
being potentially misused by
neurotechnology companies.

However, these initiatives focused on
individual rights; until the late 2010s
there were still significant gaps in the
standards for R&D in neurotechnology
research. In 2019, the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) developed the first international

Neurotechnology allows
neurodata — a.k.a. neural or
brain data — to be decoded.
giving rise to concerns about
user privacy, protection against
misuse, and informed consent
among users

nature and scope of neurolechnology and
ig the values,

on ‘Resp: le in if) i
Neurotechnology Enterprises, which principles and offering directions to
focused on the “responsible nations to mcorpomte the
devel and the “responsible use” with a focus on

of novel technologies via responsible
technology transfer.

Italso drew attention to the use of
intellectual property rights, including in
the form of patents to protect
neurotechnological invention and the
development of patent pools (which allow
multiple ¢ and/or to

particular sectors (health and education,
among others); (iii) and considerations for
vulnerable populations such as children
and older adults.

In this light, the recommendations say
the following principles ought to govern
neurotechnology innovation:

come together to offer one shared licence
so others can use the technology without
negotiating many separate deals). This
eases technology transfer as well as the
sector’s development.

‘The OECD guidelines also called for
free llcensmg to allow economically

roportionality, no harm,
autonomy and freedom of thought,
protection of all types of neural data from
misuse, non-discrimination, inclusivity,
accountability, trustworthiness and
transparency, epistemic justice, and
protection of future generations.

In advancmg these principles, the

ping countries to ¢
technologies to their needs and evolve
strategic partnerships.

Three years later, in 2022, the UNESCO
International Bioethics Committee
published a report on the ethical issues of
neurotechnology; among other things, it
called for a comprehensive framework in
governing neurotechnology innovations.

UNESCO’s framework

UNESCO’s new recommendations are the

result of extensive consultations since

2021. The recommendations’ framework

focuses on human dignity, human rights,

gender equallty, somal and global justice,
and d

when it comes to users i ing with
neurotechnology.

Many jurisdictions have begun
recognising some neurorights as well.
Chile is the first country to protect
“mental integrity” in its Constitution. The

Address : 3rd Floor,
Email Id

—an
recognises the vast potential of
neurotechnology innovation for medical
and assistive applications.

The recommendations are based on a
three-pronged strategy: (i) defining the

rec explicitly prohibit any
use of neural or non-neural data for
manipulative or deceptive purposes,
including in political, medical and
commercial contexts. They also heighten
attention towards the principles of
autonomy, free will, and informed
consent in any valid uses of
neurotechnology.

Implications for innovation
As noted in its preamble, the new
framework aims to facilitate responsible
research and innovation (RRI) approach
in neurotechnology, both in the public
and the private sectors. This involves
formalising a strategy to achieve ethical
and sustainable outcomes by
systematically weighing the benefits along
with the risks involved.

An RRI approach requires researchers
to think ahead about the effects of a
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technology they are developing on people
and the planet; involving the public and
other stakeholders to join the
conversation; and to shape their research
to match society’s values and needs.

While acknowledging the importance
of this, the framework also calls attention
to the role of intellectual property rights
in incentivising neurotechnology
innovation even as it invokes the risks
associated with the commodification of
the human 4

To this end, the recommendations call
for an open science model so that
research outcomes are freely available to
everyone. Open science models work like
a public library: the data, software,
technology, and methods are to be shared
openly so that anyone can verify, reuse,
and/or build on it.

However this approach is inimical to
intellectual property rights, which prize
private control and licensing. Thus, a plan
to implement open science in
neurotechnology development will also
require strong follow-through, more so
since innovation incentives have for a
long time now spurred neurotechnology
research.

Innovation experts like Sebastian
Pfotenhauer also have noted that while
effective governance for neurotechnology
must focus on the private sector, they
must be encouraged to self-regulate using
companies’ ethics policies, ethics boards
and ethics-by-design approaches to R&D.

Taken together, the recommendations
framework contributes to a long-standing
need for an ethical framework to govern
neurotechnology innovation. However,
fostering RRI within neurotechnology is
less about choosing a single model and
more about creating an ecosystem of
innovation pluralism where different
models coexist, informed by
commitments to ethical principles and
standards, such as the one now presented
by UNESCO.

(Dr. Neethu Rajam is associate professor
of intellectual property and technology law,
National Law University Delhi.
rneethukinara@gmail.com)
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UNESCO'’s new guidelines for the use of neurotechnology

SRREET 3 ST & R ) & U R

UNESCO issued the first global normative
framework on the ethics of neurotechnology on
November 5; this came into force on November 12.
D! A 5 qAER B JRICaIaToN & Afdedl TR ugal
AP TP o1 SR foaT; I8 12 AR I AN &
i
This recommended standard is d esigned to
maintain a balance between innovation and
human rights to protect the human brain and
brain-related data from misuse.
g SRR A TaER 3R T4 SSGR! & a
T ST Y@ & FoTT ST 7 © fh A AR 3R TRah-dael Sel & gouanT d
CEIRIRCIRSC
Such misuse includes exploiting brain signals to follow persuasive messages, using brain
data for political marketing, for deciding premiums in insurance, or even requiring applicants
or employees to submit brain data tests to screen for suitability, stress tolerance, and hidden
traits in an employment setting.
Y WE & goUaNT § ARKTSh Hahd! T SN T aTet =T & oY FHo=AT, IS ATbeT &
fo Al Se1 &1 U, ST ity 0 3 & fag, a1 A sdesy/eHanal ¥ Afkrss
3T O THT B DI ATl G- A § dlfee Sugadd!, I1a Je-2ifad iR iyt
faocTsft o1 Sfid &t o gob |
The emerging field of neurotechnology has made it possible to profile people in this way —
and the UNESCO framework provides guidance for anyone studying, researching, and
developlng applications of this technology to prevent such harms.

BT IURAT & AT B 3T Re WGBTS HRAT YT F71 g1 § — R Ah! g
Y AD-1D DT AT, MY 3R G B aret ot off afda &1 T o b & fere

Anfeef T R

Defining Neurotechnology

R # ufurm

Neurotechnology refers to devices and procedures that access, assess, and act on neural
systems, mcludlng the human brain.
3 JUBRN 3R fcharsii &I Fefild w=dl g o die o dd Ugdd &, Gedid

FA § IR Y W B B 5, s gr-g AT of 2nfia g
If the brain were a radio station, neurotechnology is the set of devices to help to tune in.
%ﬁ?@ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬂﬁmmmw%@mmﬁm

I
With advances in research and investments in projects like the U.S. BRAIN Initiative and Elon
Musk’s Neuralink, there is significant interest today in brain-computer interfaces, particularly
those driven by artificial intells%?nce (Al.

3MR®T & BRAIN Initiative 3R Elon Musk & Neuralink o1& Wisiacy | R 3R fAawr &
TR & T 3T BT ST (Al) SRT TEIRIE SH-HTeR Sexthy § 4R 5f 21

For example, Al-assisted neuroimaging can allow doctors to precisely detect tumours and
identify the possibility of stroke in people.

IATERU & foIG, Al-TETTT UGl RIZANSITT STae] 1 SR &1 Al Uell e 3R Kb b
GYTGT Ugar & Terd ST 81

Broadly, neurotechnology merges advances in neuroscience, engineering, and advanced
computing to evolve solutions that improve brain function and enhance human capabilities —
and it has made rapid stndes

TS U F, RIS dAbT A, ST 3R S BT Bt W DI fHard
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ARKTSS BT JURA 3R TG &crsit &1 SgM ared THIUTH fawmRid FHRal § — 3R 3T ool TR
CANd

According to a UNESCO study published in 2023, public investments in neurotechnology
already exceeded $6 billion.

2023 § USRI ZRD! S0 & AR, TRICaIarst J rdei-e o< uga & 6 fafera=
STeR ¥ 3% g1 g Tl

Private investment had already grown to $7.3 billion by the end of 2020. ot fa=r 2020 &
3id b 7.3 fafera= STeR a5 g1 T

While this growth has been linked to the prospect of human enhancement and promising
benefits in medicine, such as alleviation of mental ilinesses, overcoming physical disabilities,

and improving palliative care, it also evokes numerous concems. %q@mmﬁ
TS 3R fafdea & Smreies arHi (AR SHRA! § 6, IR SI&FTdl g2 B,
feufed R B guR) W I B, Afe a8 &3 fiard oft e vt B

Neurotech Challenges

RICP BT Al

Neurotechnology allows neurodata — a.k.a. neural or brain data — to be decoded, giving rise
to concerns about user privacy, protection against misuse, and informed consent among

users. @éﬁﬂﬁq@éﬂ rr%mﬁéa)aﬁsﬁaﬁgaﬂﬁa%&iiﬂﬁé‘cﬁ% o STl
W?{{R&Héﬁ?ﬂﬁlﬁ%ﬂﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmm@?ﬁ%l

To address them, the scientific community and political bodies alike have for some time now
been seeking “neurorights” and ethical standards that help innovators prioritise the moral,

psychological, and emotional protection of the brain. g1 Wﬂﬂﬁ%%ﬂ
3R SIS FdT de THT ¥ “gRIRTgET” 3R Afdd HHd Tam IR § off Favade! &l
ARKTSH &1 A, AAaRTHS SR UIGTED JR&T B Trdfiear o § Aeg He|

Some “neurorights” have been formulated to encompass mental privacy, integrity, and liberty.

?Wﬁmﬁm 3RS 3R WA= D! A B & g TaR fvar mr
|

And while they are yet to be codified, there is a general consensus that such rights are
important when it comes to users interacting with neurotechnology. gaife 35 G{‘I-ﬁEb"FEﬁW
el fean B, A R & $S Iudiebatalt 3 forg TR SR Hea@yui € — 39 W
R g

Many jurisdictions have begun recognising some neurorights as well. ?b_if &)HT@@"RW
TRRIZCH B TRAAT 1 = IR b ¢ |

Chile is the first country to protect “mental integrity” in its Constitution. farett o sReedr
P ST W T TR F=A AT UGl SR 7

The state of California signed a law in 2024 that protected people’s brain data from being
potentially misused by neurotechnology companies. Fferwiffar wa 7 2024 & Uh HI{1 IR
TR BT o ATl & AR e ol PRI eIelisl Uil gRT JHIAd SSUaNT J Sl |
However, these initiatives focused on individual rights; until the late 2010s there were still
significant gaps in the standards for R&D in neurotechnology research. grdifd 3 Ugd
FiadTd HABRI W Hisd &f; 2010 b TP & 3d TP IRICHFAIST AU & R&D F AFD!
H 3t o 9} i ot

In 2019, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) developed
the first intemational standards on ‘Responsible Innovation in Neurotechnology Enterprises,’
which focused on the “responsible development” and the “responsible use” of novel

technologies via responsible technology transfer 2019 f[ OECD Responsible Innovation in

Neurotechnology Enterprises’ UR Ugdll HH D W@H fopan, forad Tsﬁ qHIDI &
TomIGR APy ok “RHeR IWT W & fear |

It also drew attention to the use of intellectual property rights, including in the form of patents
to protect neurotechnological invention and the development of patent pools. Eﬂe[
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TueT SHRIBRY (@ Iigd) & IuaiT W ot e feam aifes TRIRHIAToIR S SMAshRY BT & &l
3R Uee ya famid 8 I |

This eases technology transfer as well as the sector’'s development. T dPH-1d SRl
3R &5 H1 BN S g 51

The OECD guidelines also called for free licensing to allow economically developing countries
to customise technologies to their needs and evolve strategic partnerships. OECD '

J anftfer wU T famraiel 3T oY U IR Tl & STUR dh-id SEd PR 3R
Ui TR fasRid e & fae o arsaii &1 o &t

Three years later, in 2022, the UNESCO International Bioethics Committee published a report
on the ethical issues of neurotechnology; among other things, it called for a comprehensive

framework in governing neurotechnology innovations. i< ITd dlg, 2022 4 &ERTI@H
S fifd ARG & Afde gei IR Ruld gaiflRid o, sﬂﬁqﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ
I S & fou e gie 3T A B 15 |

UNESCO’s Framework

AP BT el

UNESCO’s new recommendations are the result of extensive consultations since 2021.
D! DI T3 RIGINE 2021 F IS WERT BT IR ¢ |

The recommendations’ framework focuses on human dignity, human rights, gender
equality, social and global justice, and sustainable development — and recognises the
vast potential of neurotechnology innovation for medical and assistive applications. [
&1 oidl g TR, U9 iR, i qurar, g iR af¥e =, R gad faery
W%@gﬂ% IR ARl TaR F R 3R Terw S ¥ Ry Rvne & 31
Hr=gdr I

The recommendations are based on a three-pronged strategy: (i) defining the nature and
scope of neurotechnology and neurodata; (ii) identifying the values, principles and offering
directions to nations to incorporate the recommendations with a focus on particular sectors
(health and education, among others); (iii) and considerations for vulnerable populatlons such

as children and older adults. RIBIRR T dH-3mamH! T UR &ﬂ%rrﬁ_d%

RISTT I UHfA 3R SR B TR TR, (i) T, fi@a‘raﬁuﬁﬁm

w1l P 2MfAe B & forg e 3 oy et (area SR e 8nfe) W&o Figd wa
BT, (iii) 3R HHGR TSI oI g 3R gl & forg faarR|

In this light, the recommendations say the following principles ought to govern
neurotechnology innovation: beneficence, proportionality, no harm, autonomy and
freedom of thought, protection of all types of neural data from misuse, non-
discrimination, inclusivity, accountability, trustworthiness and transparency, epistemic
justice, and protection of future generations. 3??@ T, Rl wedl gfp d{glc\:dﬂ\lm\f\ﬂ‘\l
QTR 31 R &) e, @ TPR $ ge SeT B geuiT @ Ra, IR-Naur,
FUTATRIET, SarEest, ﬁmﬂwaﬁ'\rw&h IS U, 3R Hfasy Ft difeal 3t
il

In advancing these principles, the recommendations explicitly prohibit any use of neural or
non-neural data for manipulative or deceptive purposes, including in political, medical and

commercial contexts. 31 Riid &1 3T Eﬁﬁ o, Riwiel Wy =Y @ITCBFT i) ﬁ?—% AP
foeft ot STINT BT oRUR AT YIETIST & Ie=A! & forg it dxelt &, Forerm rorAierep, fafare
IR RIS HeH M &

They also heighten attention towards the principles of autonomy, free will, and informed
consent in any valid uses of neurotechnology. G| ?{ﬁéﬁa‘l’\—:ﬁ ¥ fopht +ff Qy IuTiT A
WTII], Wad 3997, 3R gua "gafd & Rigidl ot 3R & off sgrdt €1
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Implications for Innovation

AR & forg fAfgard

As noted in its preamble, the new framework aims to facilitate responsible research and
innovation (RRI) approach in neurotechnology, both in the public and the private sectors.

P! YA § Ieafad SR, 74T g o RSTAER YU 3R 9a™R (RRI)
DI B! YAUTSTS S BT IS AT 8, GFI Frdotes 3R it &= J|

This involves formalising a strategy to achleve ethical and sustainable outcomes by
systematically weighing the benefits along with the risks involved. sﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 3R Fad uRomg
Tt = o foTT Tah U 1 SU=TRes U &1 M & fored anl &1 =mid Sifas! & I
FARYT T J A

An RRI approach requires researchers to think ahead about the effects of a technology they
are developing on people and the planet; involving the public and other stakeholders to join
the conversation; and to shape their research to match society’s values and needs. RRI

=PI Deebeian F el HT & i 3 FIpRd = 1 dob-iiee & ANl 3R T8 W TuTal & IR
o ST A ST SR 3T fRAURD! P! SIaeiid § M HY; R 3O Y B TAS & Jedl 3R
STaFH TSt ¥ B T & AT SHTHR ¢

While acknowledging the importance of this, the framework also calls attention to the role of
intellectual property rights in incentivising neurotechnology |nnovat|on even as it |nvokes the

risks associated with the commodification of the human body 3% Hed Dl A E’Q HEl
T Juer BRI B YHHT R 1} & repifd a1 g S RIS "daR &) Wienfad
FA 8 U & T8 TTFd IRR & GG U IS SiRadl DI SR &l ¢ |

To this end, the recommendations call for an open smence model so that research outcomes
are freely available to everyone. g9 B%Qqa?ﬁﬂ ' Th Wwwaﬁmm—cﬁ
& I ST ufRomg Tt & forg W ©U ¥ Iuasy g |

Open science models work like a public library: the data, software, technology, and methods
are to be shared openly so that anyone can verify, reuse, and/or build on it. Wﬂ]ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ
Ao JRIBTET oI dRE BIH B §: ST, WTeddR, do-idp, 3R Al go dR W argn o1
STt € afep 18 off Tenfid R o, T SUTNT R b, 3R/ I WR A7 R T |
However this approach is inimical to intellectual property rights, which prize private control

and licensing. m%mmm&m$W% EIREEINEUEILEEIR
AR BT Hged &

Thus, a plan to implement open science in neurotechnology development will also require
strong follow-through, more so since innovation incentives have for a long time now spurred

neurotechnology research. 4 PR, n{ﬁ%ﬁﬂfeﬂ faera & Ny RS ERS A ?ﬂ?]\?b_{%f CARISE]
DI AT SIac B W STIRIH T I, WIHR 919 ¥ aER WidiTe ad 999 ¥ RIcaarst
ST P URT TR IB & |
Innovation experts like Sebastian Pfotenhauer also have noted that while effective
governance for neurotechnology must focus on the private sector, they must be encouraged
to self-regulate using companies’ ethics policies, ethics boards and ethics-by-design
approaches to R&D. AR foiug SIY Sebastian Pfotenhauer = 4} Fie far % &

Toft & fo7Q TTalt IR st & OR bl 8111 =R, S hufil bt Afciebar Aifadl,
A Sist 3R R&D & T AfiadT-gRI-SHIE RS BT STAN I W-FTHT P &
fo dreied fosan S =g
Taken together, the recommendations framework contributes to a long-standing need for an
ethical framework to govern neurotechnology innovation. W 0 ¥, R &1 gn
qﬁéﬁg@wﬁwﬁamﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ 3T &Y IR #
BIUEE [
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e However, fostering RRI within neurotechnology is less about choosing a single model and
more about creating an ecosystem of innovation pluralism where different models coexist,
informed by commltments to ethical pr|n0|ples and standards, such as the one now presented

by UNESCO.
REIEIRS

A RRI

P ST 271 Tha Hisd T & SR A 31 IR
TG B UIRTRURIER] 67 B §1 IR & oifiiep & g R Hiee Te-oifeia 4 33,

e Rl 3R aF®! & Ul ufdadrslt 3 gfird giax, ok & 3@ Zave! gRT UK |

Roundworms
do inherit
what threats
to avoid, but

with a catch
fesiisat

nimals often meet the same

threats across generations. A

central question in biology is
whether experience with a threat can be
passed from parents to offspring in a way
that changes the latter’s behaviour.

In the roundworm Caenorhabditis
elegans, one such experience is learning
to avoid a dangerous bacterium called
Pseudomonas aeruginosa strain PA14.
Previous work has suggested that worms
exposed to PAl4 can produce
descendants that also avoid this
bacterium, even though those
descendants have never encountered it.
Other researchers, however, reported that
this inherited avoidance didn’t reliably
persist beyond the first generation,
casting doubt on the phenomenon.

A new study by [llinois State University
in the U.S. was designed to address this
disagreement with an independent
replication study. Working in a different
laboratory, they closely followed the
previous study’s protocol and focused on
whether learned avoidance could still be
detected in the second generation, where
previous results began to diverge.

The authors used a standard choice
assay. The worms were placed on a plate
where one spot contained their usual lab
food, a harmless Escherichia coli strain
called OP50, and another spot contained
the pathogenic PA14. A compound called
sodium azide was added to each spot to
paralyse worms as soon as they arrived,
so their first choice could be recorded.
Worms were first ‘trained’ by spending 24
hours on PA14 or OP50, and then their
preference, and that of their offspring and
the offspring’s offspring raised only on
0OP50, was tested in the assay.

strain PA14

After training on PAI14, parental
worms avoided PA14. Crucially,
their descendants, which had
never encountered PA14, also
shifted to avoiding the pathogen

Naive worms that had never seen PA14
showed the expected initial attraction to
the pathogen over OP50. After training on
PA14, however, parental worms strongly
avoided PA14 in the choice assay.
Crucially, their descendants, which had
never themselves encountered PA14, also
shifted to avoiding the pathogen
compared to control worms whose
ancestors had only seen OP50. The
inherited effect weakened with each
generation but remained statistically
significant in the second generation
descendants when the assay was run in
tightly controlled conditions.

The findings were published in eLife on
November 11. A companion article by
Canada’s Michael G. DeGroote Institute
for Infectious Disease Research associate
professor Lesley MacNeil, who wasn’t
involved in the studies, placed the
findings in a broader debate about
“transgenerational epigenetic
inheritance”. Dr. MacNeil contrasted the
old and new study with a third set of
studies that often didn’t detect either the
initial attraction to PA14 or its inherited
avoidance when using a different method
that immobilised worms by cooling the
plate instead of using azide. This
alternative method could have allowed
the worms to contact PAl4 during the
assay and learn on the spot, blurring the
difference between naive and previously
trained lineages.

Roundworms do inherit
what threats to avoid,
but with a catch

ISeart gg ol favmaa &
urd g f e o=l &

U1 7, Afp s9H T
el Beft B

Transgenerational
Inheritance of Learned
Behaviour in Worms

Prel § WRd T AR &1
Wél-az-didt gxdiarur

¢ Animals often meet the
same threats across
generations. SI[HdR Wﬁaﬁ
RWEI TP & TR BT A=
IRA g

e A central question in
biology is whether experience
with a threat can be passed
from parents to offspring in a
way that changes the latter’s
behaviour. ST H TH Had
Uy g b 1 IR BT 3FHd ATl
O & H b 39 Re
BRI 81 Hebell § fob el BT
YdeR dqd Wld|

e In the roundworm
Caenorhabditis elegans, one
such experience is learning to
avoid a dangerous bacterium
called Pseudomonas
aeruginosa strain PA14.

' Caenorhabditis
elegans " QGT U HJHT
WA Saidl
Pseudomonas aeruginosa
9 9 SR B |

e Previous work has suggested that worms exposed to PA14 can produce descendants that
also avoid this bacterium, even though those descendants have never encountered it.

P! Y UdT Il 8 b PA14 & TUD | 3T Blel Bt Ham Hi 39 Sa<iRar @ 52t 8, Ha 81 37

a3 S+ 39T HAT A fear g

» Other researchers, however, reported that this inherited avoidance didn’t reliably persist
beyond the first generation, casting doubt on the phenomenon. gIdifch 3 MYyHaielt A sarn
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% g JTTd FaTd el Wigt & ae faywHia &0 ¥ &9 81 8 dl, o 39 g R ¥eg Uar
BTl

A new study by lllinois State University in the U.S. was designed to address this
disagreement with an independent replication study. 3MR®T B lllinois State University &I
T =TT 3L 3 AT BT R B & o Tada Ufdpla Sieqe & 9y dgR favar mam i

Working in a different laboratory, they closely followed the previous study’s protocol and
focused on whether learned avoidance could still be detected in
the second generation, where previous results began to diverge.

Teh 3(QT YIRS § H1H $Hd gU S5 S AT & Uieidbid
BT IRID! T UTe fHa1 3R &M 39 910 WR Higd fbar i a1 I
g1 oard gerRt Wit & anaft oft Ut e o Wemdr €, Siet ugd &
gRume e g & U

The authors used a standard choice assay. éﬂ@rﬁﬁww
Y T ST I fHa|

The worms were placed on a plate where one spot contained their
usual lab food, a harmless Escherichia coli strain called OP50,
and another spot contained the pathogenic PA14. El'ﬂ—epf Eal Udh we
TR QT 77 OTg1 U RIM TR 361 I dd HioH, T giRigd
Escherichia coli strain OP50 T, 3{R g&R ®IM IR A% PA14
Tl

A compound called sodium azide was added to each spot to
paralyse worms as soon as they arrived, so their first choice could

be recorded. &% VM | sodium azide ATH T STell 74T
qIfes BIS S &1 Ugd ThanRd gl <Y, R I-1a! Ugat Ui Reple Pt ol o |

Worms were first ‘trained’ by spending 24 hours on PA14 or OP50, and then their preference,
and that of their offspring and the offspring’s offspring raised only on OP50, was tested in the
assay. D8I B Ugd 24 e TP PA14 1 OP50 TR I@H ‘Uifer fovam ma, f 3@ Ui
IR I OP50 TR Telt ITEY T Tl HH B T B Ui o T A e et e
Naive worms that had never seen PA14 showed the expected initial attraction to the

pathogen over OP50. o ¢ (naive) aﬁ@f = it PA14 T6T <& T, 361+ OP50 Bt KL |
TSP B 3R U TRIS Sy feamT|

After training on PA14, however, parental worms strongly avoided PA14 in the choice assay.

gl PA14 TR UfRI&0T & dlg AUl Hie A [sd TR # PA14 T T3d1qad §a1d |

Crucially, their descendants, which had never themselves encountered PA14, also shifted to
avoiding the pathogen compared to control worms whose ancestors had only seen OP50.

U I, o Gart 2 wd s PA14 &1 9w 781 fhar ut, IR t e St o
AT T IR ° §91d BT E B a1 o gdsit 4 dhad OP50 <& Tl

The inherited effect weakened with each generation but remained statistically significant in
the second generation descendants when the assay was run in tightly controlled conditions.

IR THTE &R Hie! o W1 HHGIR gl aifde e (aa aRfRufcl & gast Uig &t dari &
ig® 1 0 ¥ Hgdqu! &1 g7
The findings were published in eLife on November 11. A5t 11 &R &l eLife A TR

fpu MU

A companion article by Canada’s Michael G. DeGroote Institute for Infectious Disease
Research associate professor Lesley MacNeil, who wasn’t involved in the studies, placed the

findings in a broader debate about “transgenerational epigenetic inheritance”. ®-IST
Michael G. DeGroote Institute for Infectious Disease Research ﬁmﬂf TR Lesley
MacNeil &1 U@ it o, S sreqg1 & =nfera g1 off, 3 Fee s &) ‘g iR

" IR U S8 | 39T
Dr. MacNeil contrasted the old and new study with a third set of studies that often didn’t
detect either the initial attraction to PA14 or its inherited avoidance when using a different
method that immobilised worms by cooling the plate instead of using azide. 3.

3R T LT P AT R AT P LA F DI FFH SRR 7 A PA14 BT 3R TR
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STHYOT T Tl 3R 7 8 SYHT R F91d, TE W DI 381 TR HIS] Bl FRAR FoxA B AT
fafe o1 I fobarr TRT S azide & |

e This alternative method could have allowed the worms to contact PA14 during the assay and
learn on the spot, blurring the difference between naive and previously trained lineages. g

ey Al Pist B! TR b GRH PA14 T 0D FHRA 3R Hidh W &1 TRa= BT 3 < Tebell
of, Ford -3 oiR uga Uiifad o=1 & ofd 1 SR Yua g1 Tl

| Environment (1811172025

States must actively consider
notifying any ‘human-wildlife
conflict’ as natural disaster: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday, in a judgment,
said States must actively
consider notifying ‘human-
wildlife conflict’ as a natu-
ral disaster.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai directed States to pay
out an ex-gratia amount of
210 lakh to victims of hu-
man-wildlife conflicts un-
der the Centrally Spon-
sored Umbrella Scheme of
Integrated Development of
Wildlife Habitats
(CSS-IDWH).

“All States should have
smooth and inclusive com-
pensation policies for crop
damage, loss of life of both
human and cattle. In order
to reduce the timelines to
mitigate the issues result-
ing out of human-wildlife
conflict, close coordination
between different agencies

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

The Supreme Court dlrected States to notify buffer and core areas
of their tiger reserves within the next six months. FILE PHOTO

and departments with
mandated responsibilities
should be ensured,” the Su-
preme Court ordered.

Tree felling in Corbett
The court was hearing a pe-
tition alleging illegal tree-
felling and construction in
the Corbett tiger reserve,
one of the oldest in the
country.

The judgment made the
State of Uttarakhand fully
liable to restore and repair
the Corbett ecology. The
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Website : patrioticias.in e

State, in consultation with
the Central Empowered
Committee, was directed to
submit a restoration plan
for the reserve in two
months, begin demolishing
illegal constructions there
in three months and file a
compliance affidavit in the
apex court in a year.

The judgment, authored
by Chief Justice Gavai, di-
rected States to notify buff-
er and core areas of their
tiger reserves within the
next six months.
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actively consider notifying any ‘human-wildlife conflict’ as natural

ISl DI AHI-gIoI g GgY B YIHTae® ATIGT Uid HI W Ifeha =0 I faar
AT IR GHia &I

The Supreme Court on Monday, in a
judgment, said States must actively
consider notifying ‘human-wildlife

cone ict’ as a natural disaster.

e B¢ 4 IHaR & U ufa J o1
o I B AHa-aoig daw Bl
UIphidd TYGT T dRA IR Hichd &Y
9 fdgR AT A1

A Bench headed by Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai directed States to pay out an ex-gratia amount of 10 lakh to
victims of human-wildlife conflicts under the Centrally Sponsored Umbrella
Scheme of Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-IDWH).

YRA & Yo7 rarer & 3R, TS Pt sreerdr e s = I &t Ao fear far @
TH-IRMAT 10 GG Hig-a-asia oy Tiied &) $&ra g Taied aasia
3TaTy fa®T g (CSSHIDWH) & dgd UaH &1

“All States should have smooth and inclusive compensation policies for crop
damage, loss of life of both human and cattle. In order to reduce the timelines to
mitigate the issues resulting out of human-wildlife conflict, close coordination
between different agencies and departments with mandated responsibilities should
be ensured,” the Supreme Court ordered.

iAo 7 e faar, <t Toat & U B efa, Ta iR URIeH Bt 9] & fa
AR SR qATaslt gemaer it -t e | Ara-a=sia Tuy @ Iad THwnst &
THIYM Pt GHIGHT Bl HH B P e e w6t ok 3y & st gu9 I9-ag
g foar s arfgu”

Tree felling in Corbett

Pldc A Ug Py

The court was hearing a petition alleging illegal tree-felling and construction in the
Corbett tiger reserve, one of the oldest in the country.

“perer i e frard o 34 3 e TR R @ 7 2 ardy s werd
3R fAmfor & SRIg archt Te afaeT R gaRs o et o

The judgment made the State of Uttarakhand fully liable to restore and repair the
Corbett ecology.

 FIRTGS I F| Piae TS ot ggre ik IRwa & forg gof =g 3
ITRGR SgRMA|

The State, in consultation with the Central Empowered Committee, was directed to
submit a restoration plan for the reserve in two months, begin demolishing illegal
constructions there in three months and file a compliance affidavit in the apex court
in a year.

T B B R TS S WA IR & HeHT A Rerd & e sgredt aierm
H3A, T T A 31y ATl o) v HA1 L& B 3R T o I e =marerg &
SUTAT §ABHTHT IR B B = fear T

The judgment, authored by Chief Justice Gavai, directed States to notify buffer and
core areas of their tiger reserves within the next six months.

T AT Tag gR1 foriad fofa & Tt oY 3o <R Reid & 9w 3R B
&l @ 3T B8 HEHI & MR IR HRA BT M1 fear ma|
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Trade impacts of climate
action flagged at COP30

Developing countries, including India, demand that the impact of climate action on trade be given

more prominence and discussed in future meetings; summit Presidency circulates summary

Jacob Koshy
BELEM

s world leaders be-

gin ministerial con-

sultations in the se-
cond and concluding week
of COP30, developing
countries, including India,
have demanded that the
impact of climate on trade
be given more prominence
and discussed in future cli-
mate meets.

The COP30 Presidency,
late Sunday, made public a
summary of ‘positions’ by
various countries (without
individually  identifying
them) to help evolve
consensus.

The summary includes
suggestions to have an an-
nual dialogue on “climate
change-related trade res-
trictive unilateral trade
measures; discuss the
cross-border impacts of cli-
mate policies; and hold
round tables on the nexus
between trade and climate
change in 2026 and 2027,
with outputs serving as in-
puts to the Global Stock-
take (in 2028), according to
a document that was circu-
lated by the United Nations
Presidency.

Divisions over climate
policy and trade also threa-
ten collective action on
keeping carbon emissions

i >3
Global

South: Indigenous activists participate in a climate protest

during the COP30 summit in Belem on Monday. AP

from causing a tempera-
ture rise exceeding 1.5 de-
grees Celsius, which scien-
tists say is likely to be
breached latest by 2030 gi-
ven current emission
trends and inadequate ac-
tion by countries to rein in
future emissions.

Finance gaps
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav is ex-
pected to make a ‘national
statement” at the COP,
which will articulate In-
dia’s latest position on
these issues as well as gaps
in finance that make adap-
tation as well as emission
cuts challenging.

On Monday, COP30 Pre-

sident Andrei Lago presid-
ed over the launch of a ‘Fo-
rum for Climate and Trade
Cooperation. “It is a space
for dialogue and solution-
building at the intersection
of trade and climate
change,” he remarked at
the opening ceremony.

Trade and climate cut
particularly close to India,
with the European Union’s
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) set to
come into full effect in Ja-
nuary 2026.

CBAM is a levy that Eu-
ropean importers must
pay if they buy products
from countries whose pro-
duction emits more car-
bon dioxide per tonne

Trade impacts of climate action flagged at COP30

COP30 ¥ SadTg $TRATs & ATIR WHTG! B IGifbd foar T/

than equivalent goods ma-
nufactured within the EU.

The Hindu had reported
in October that Indian ex-
porters of iron and steel to
the European Union may
have to pay about €301 mil-
lion (approximately
33,000 crore) in Carbon
Border Adjustment Me-
chanism (CBAM) fees — the
highest among all coun-
tries exporting similar pro-
ducts to the EU, citing an
analysis by European non-
profit think-tank Sandberg.

Through this forum,
Brazil hopes to set in place
a process whereby the sim-
mering tensions between
developed and developing
countries concerning cli-
mate and trade can be
bridged via a three-year
process.

“Closing the distance
between climate ambition
and trade policy is indis-
pensable to the emergence
of a truly inclusive global
economy. The Forum off-
ers developing countries a
unique platform to shape
that convergence and to
champion a more sustaina-
ble, just, and resilient mo-
del of global prosperity,”
Daouda Sembene, presi-
dent and CEO, Africatalyst
and Distinguished Nonresi-
dent Fellow, Center for
Global Development, said.

o Developing countries, including India, demand that the impact of climate action on

trade be given more prominence and discussed in future meetings; summit
Presidency circulates summary.

30, 0 URE A 8, 3 AR Bt § [ STaary HRaTs & AR R YHG
1 AP e a1 I SR Hiaw &1 doo! & 39 W =41 gl RReR Tia &1 g
IR g foba

e As world leaders begin ministerial consultations in the second and concluding week
of COP30, developing countries, including India, have demanded that the impact of
climate on trade be given more prominence and discussed in future climate meets.
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SR g faey a1 CoP30 & gWR SR 3ifaw Targ & HAl-TRIg IR (& vd §, HRd
fed fasmr=ha =i 3 7R 31 § i IR W Searg & UHId &1 e T faar oy
3R TS FF STAar] dod! § 59 W 941 g1

e The COP30 Presidency, late Sunday, made public a summary of ‘positions’ by
various countries (without individually identifying them) to help evolve consensus.

COP30 3T A IJAR R I F3 o & @' BT YRIY Fdoii-iep fobar (o1 I
HfGATT ¥U ¥ UgaM) difes 37 WgAfd el g |

e The summary includes suggestions to have an annual dialogue on “climate change-
related trade restrictive unilateral trade measures; discuss the cross-border impacts
of climate policies; and hold round tables on the nexus between trade and climate
change in 2026 and 2027, with outputs serving as inputs to the Global Stocktake
(2028),” according to a document that was circulated by the United Nations
Presidency.
Y IR H Yd WA § o “Srararg uRad=-Tefia R ufasurers TeaReT
HUR IR TR aTfe aTg 81, STaarg ol & HHI-UR Yumal iR 9491 g 3R 2026 T
2027 ¥ AR ﬁm%%wwnﬂaﬁaéﬁs‘r s aRom tetee
WIhed (2028) H 3TYC & U H HH TLN,” ST fob Y WY ALA&AT TR TR
XA H $gl Tl

o Divisions over climate policy and trade also threaten collective action on keeping
carbon emissions from causing a temperature rise exceeding 1.5 degrees Celsius,
which scientists say is likely to be breached latest by 2030 given current emission
trends and inadequate action by countries.

SR Aifd 3R IR WR AGHE BTe Sedei- o 1.5 33 AfRmaw ¥ 31 aroum
3fS &1 PRI 1 T A P HRAE HI fwR o a8, O a7t &1
W%?WWW SO HRATSH! B ¢ §¥ 2030 TP UR 14 &1
GHIGT B

www.patrioticias.in

Finance gaps
S{RTA

o Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav is expected to make a ‘national statement’
at the COP, which will articulate India’s latest position on these issues as well as
gaps in finance that make adaptation as well as emission cuts challenging.

TRl H3 U% ATgd & COP H U TN qaiar & 31 JHIG o, ForaH HRd Bt
Taan U SR farfta siqrrar 2nfira 81, S e SiR Ieoi- deldl &I gHguf
CEIGEA

e On Monday, COP30 President Andrei Lago presided over the launch of a ‘Forum

for Climate and Trade Cooperation’.

UHAR &1, COP30 3Hehe 3ATRS AN A TAarg MR TR TEIRT B & YHRY Bt
ST B |

o “ltis a space for dialogue and solution-building at the intersection of trade and
climate change,” he remarked at the opening ceremony.
3IM IguTe- YHRIE H HgT, “J8 STIR 3R SIaarg gRacd- & TH IR JaTg 3R
FaTuE-fAafor % fou te wE g1

e Trade and climate cut particularly close to India, with the European Union’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) set to come into full effect in January
2026.

ey YRA & forg fasiy U 9 Hgayul g1 S §, Hiifds qridi

wm%ﬁgmww (CBAM) SRt 2026 ¥ JUf =9 ¥ ARL8IH off

TT5I

o CBAM is a levy that European importers must pay if they buy products from countries
whose production emits more carbon dioxide per tonne than equivalent goods
manufactured within the EU.

CBAM T8 Y[ ¢ Sl JUUT SHTTdeh! Y ST BieT ¢ AfS 3 I 320 ¥ ITG Wiled g,
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S ITe | Ufd o1 Pre- STgSiiaargs Icio EU & iaR Fftfa aom axgsit @
R B

e The Hindu had reported in October that Indian exporters of iron and steel to the
European Union may have to pay about €301 million (approximately ¥3,000 crore)
in CBAM fees — the highest among all countries exporting similar products to the EU,
citing an analysis by European non-profit think-tank Sandberg.
g fag 7 srager o Farn o1 fos Wil Tu o1 wier SR suTd (atd wRa ard URd
fafa®! & CBAM e B TTHT €301 TR (@RTHAT 23,000 FRIS) HT YA &l
TS Thdl § — ol EU &I A 316 Fafd o3 ot 3aft 2= & 9o 31fdies §, I8 g
R R-AHEHR -3 Asart & fazayor R snemid g1

e Through this forum, Brazil hopes to set in place a process whereby the simmering
tensions between developed and developing countries concerning climate and trade
can be bridged via a three-year process.
U Ha & HIEW 4, SNl I8 IHIE P16 o [abRid ok fasra=id ¢ & sg
SIAArg 3R HUR P AR SR a9 & di=-adfa uftkar g1 & fear o 9o |

e “Closing the distance between climate ambition and trade policy is indispensable to
the emergence of a truly inclusive global economy.
“TAAR] HE@TPIGT 3R ATUR i & g Bt g1l Bl HH BT dRad | U JAGRN
Ay srfeaw & Iwd & fa sifard §1

e The Forum offers developing countries a unique platform to shape that convergence and to
champion a more sustainable, just, and resilient model of global prosperity,” Daouda
Sembene, president and CEO, Africatalyst and Distinguished Nonresident Fellow, Center for
Global Development, said.
I8 U9 [AHRRid 3= &) 39 WHog &) AHR o1 SR e ewre, IaRid ok aefia
Ay TYig ATsa &1 T A & e T Sifgedla 7 UeH odl §,” Sl I, 3iegef 3R
CEO, difthdefere, ok faRy AH[Ee Hal, I BR ded Saaude, o &gl

www.patrioticias.in

to 160 characters, cfteh typed on a
numeric keypad, and originally
transmitted on mobile networks’

Quiz

signalling channels. What three-letter
abbreviation is this texting system
known by? i

Answers to November 13'quiz:

1. Flying mammals that shares a blood
meal by mouth - Ans: Vampire bats

2. Desert-dwelling carnivores that takes
turns to stand guard - Ans: Meerkat

3. Marine mammals known to support
injured companions - Ans: Bottlenose
dolphins

4. Antarctic birds that warm chicks in
creches - Ans: Emperor penguins

5. Ocean migrants known to break up
attacks on calves - Ans: Humpback
whales

Visual: Matabele ants

First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N.
Viswanathan | Anmol Agrawal | Prem Raj
P.| Mohammad Sohail

» Habitat: Roost in caves, hollow trees, abandoned mines, and culverts; prefer humid tropical and
subtropical forests but also occur in arid regions.

Meerkats: Desert-Dwelling Carnivores That Take Turns to Stand Guard

Vampire Bats: The Only Flying Mammals That Share Blood
Meals by Mouth

o Vampire bats (family Phyllostomidae, subfamily Desmodontinae)
are the world’s only mammals that feed exclusively on blood
(hematophagy) and are famous for a rare altruistic behaviour called
regurgitative food sharing — they transfer freshly ingested blood directly
from mouth to mouth to starving roost-mates.

e Three species exist: the common vampire bat (Desmodus
rotundus), the hairy-legged vampire bat (Diphylla ecaudata), and the
white-winged vampire bat (Diaemus youngi).

« All are native to the Americas and demonstrate one of the
strongest examples of reciprocal altruism in non-human animals.

* Geographic Range: From northern Mexico through Central America to
southern South America (as far as Uruguay, northern Argentina, and
central Chile). They do not occur in Belize, Guyana, Suriname, French
Guiana, or the Caribbean islands.
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o Meerkats (Suricata suricatta), also known as suricates, are small camivorous mongooses
famous for their highly organized sentinel (guard) system in which group members
voluntarily take turns standing on their hind legs to scan for predators while the rest of the
group forages, rests, or cares for pups.

e This cooperative vigilance is one of the best-studied examples of altruistic behaviour in
mammals.

Bottlenose Dolphins: Marine Mammals Known to Support Injured Companions

o Bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) are globally recognized for their remarkable
epimeletic (care-giving) behaviour, especially the habit of supporting sick, injured, or
newborn companions at the surface so they can breathe.

« This altruistic act — often called rescue or support swimming — is one of the strongest
documented examples of helping behaviour in non-human animals.

* Global Distribution: Warm and temperate seas worldwide — Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal, Arabian
Sea, Mediterranean, Atlantic, Pacific, and coastal waters of India (Goa, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh).

* Size: Adults 2.5-4 metres long; weight 200—-650 kg

* Lifespan: 40-60 years (females usually live longer)
Emperor Penguins: Antarctic Birds That Warm Chicks in Creches

e Emperor penguins (Aptenodytes forsteri) are the largest penguin species and the only birds
that breed entirely on Antarctic sea ice during the brutal winter, forming creches (nursery
groups) where adults actively warm and protect downy chicks against temperatures as low as
-60°C (-76°F) and winds up to 200 km/h (124 mph).

e This cooperative brooding ensures chick survival until they develop waterproof feathers
around 5-6 months old.

Humpback Whales: Ocean Migrants Known to Break Up Attacks on Calves

Humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) are renowned for their long-distance migrations
spanning up to 8,000 km (5,000 miles) annually between polar feeding grounds and tropical breeding
calving areas, during which they exhibit altruistic intervention behavior — charging into killer whale
(orca) attacks to disrupt predation on vulnerable calves of their own or other species, using tail slaps,
vocalizations, and body positioning to scatter pods.

* Global Distribution: All major oceans except Arctic pack ice; northem hemisphere populations
migrate from high-latitude feeding areas (e.g., Bering Sea) to subtropical calving grounds (e.g.,
Hawaiian Islands, Mexico); southern populations from Antarctic waters to equatorial breeding sites
(e.g., off Colombia, Ecuador).

* Size: Adults 12—16 m (39-52 ft) long; weight 25—40 tonnes; distinctive long white pectoral fins up to
5m (16 ft).

* Diet: Primarily krill and small fish via lunge-feeding and bubble-net techniques; consume ~1-2
tonnes daily in summer.

* Lifespan: 45-100 years; maturity at 5-10 years.

* Population: ~135,000 individuals worldwide (2024 estimate), with distinct breeding stocks (e.g.,
Arabian Sea stock critically endangered at ~200 mature individuals).

Key Concept: Altruistic Intervention in Predator Attacks on Calves
» Humpbacks actively disrupt orca attacks by approaching pods, using tail slaps (lobtailing),

breaches, and bubble clouds to create barriers, often positioning between predators and prey to
shield calves.
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* This behavior targets orca predation on humpback calves (most vulnerable during migration) but
extends to other species (89% of cases), suggesting cross-species altruism driven by anti-predator
instincts or "mobbing" to deter threats.

* Interventions last 10—60 minutes; humpbacks risk injury from orca ramming but rarely suffer fatal
wounds, as orcas avoid adult humpbacks.
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